RRORASINE- =
.

-y

HTITLT ) N ——

| WWWIMlWNNW(\WHl((\WWH(UlHHW\\HlHWlUHMHW‘l\H(lNHNWUUN\Ul\lNlll(H

e i L o L e v e b e

L Lonarad CHl wheieih

CSI BATTLEBOOK

55 COMBAT

t STUDIES
_F INSTITUTE
».

[¢}
whit

ey

0

T

NI VIR .
i




C8I_BATTLEBOOK_ 13-A

THE BATTLE OF METZ

Combat Studies Institute
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas

DTIC

ELECTE
JUL 26 1885 |

-




REPRODUGED AT UVERIIMENT EXAVENoL
Lo e V*—- - ) AN e L renaate SRR
UNCLASSIFIED - L
SECURITY CLARH FICATION OF TI18 PAOK (When Date Enter. ety
READ INSTRUCTIONS
REPORT DOCUMENTATION PAGE \ BEFORE COMPLETING FORM
Hmm SRY WU T aovT Acc PAON NG 3. WECIPIENT'S CATALOG NUMBER |

s

. TITLE (and Subtitle) 8. TYPE OF REPORT & PERIOD COVEZRED

Student Paper
8. PERFORMING ORO, REPORT NUMBER

8. CONTRACY OR GRANT NUMBER(s) ‘

METZ: Offensive, Deliberate Attack, Mout

7. AUTHOR(&) MA] (P)R.Stephenson,MAJ JMcNulty,MAJ G.
Kuhn,MAJ K.Kremenak,MAJ T.Bowden,MAJ-J.Watson,
MAJ J.Petrick,MAJ W.Marshall,MAJ J.Breunan,MAJ

'—-‘L“““““'—‘———'B&MSMMMM :Mague, MAJ_K. Jdrmon K “TT10. PROGRAM EL EMENT, PROJKGCT, TASK
3. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION NAME ARD ADDRESS . EROGRAM ELEMENT, FNOJECT.

Combat Studies Institute, USACGSC
ATZL-SWI, Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas 66027

" 11 CONTROLLING OFFICK NAME AND ADDRESS 12, RERORT DATE

Combat Studies Institute, USACGSC 23 May 1984
ATZL-SWI, Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas 66027 3. ;g“"'°"*°" g
(T, NONTTORING AGENCY NAME & ADDRESS(I{ different from Gontrofling Office) | 18. SECURITY CLASS. (of thie report)
UNCLASSIFIED

18a. EE&AINFICATION/DOWNGHADING ‘

Ti'e'.' “DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT (of thia Report)

Approved for Public Release:
Distribution Unlimited

5 '7. DISTRIBUTION STATEMENT (of the abatract entered In Block 30, It ditferent lrom Report)

318, SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES

A Battlebook prepared by students of the U.S. Army Command and General Staff
. College under the supervision of the Combat Studies Institute as part of the

Battle Analysis program.

g'b. KEY WORDS (Continue on reverse side tf necessary and identily by Llock number)
. History, case studies, military operations, tactical analysis, battles, military

I’ tactics, tactical warfare, antitank warfare, armor, artillery, infantry, tactica
air support. Free Terms: Battle Analysis, World War II, Metz, offensive-~
| deliberate attack, France, Lorraine, urban warfare,

L

,u. ABSTRACT (Conttoue en roverse side N nesecstsy mrd identity by block number)
¢ During the period September-December 1944 the US XX Corps encircled and reduced

‘ Metz as a preliminary move to enhance the continued attack eastward of the US
1 Third Army. Recognizing the strategic and political importance of the city,

‘ saizure by US forces was strongly contested by elements of the German First

, Army. The Battle 13 an excellent example of a Corps sized operation against

! a well fortified and defended strongpoint, as well as combat in urban terrain.

|
i
DD s T3 t”omon OF 1 NOV 68 13 OBSOLETE UNCLASSIFIED

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF THIS FPAGE (When Date Entered)

...............

\




REPRONUCED AT GUVEHENIIEW ) RFAFEINOT

. w,l BT l

ey

COMMON REFERENCE: Reduction of Metz.

TYPE OPERATION: Offensive, Deliberate Attack, MOUT,

OPPOSING FORCES: US: 3d Army 377th Inf
XX Corps 378th Inf
Sth Inf Div 379th Inf
90th Inf Div 320th Eng Cbt Bn
95th Inf Div 10th Inf
10th Armored Div 11th Inf
XIX TAC 2d Inf

German: LXXXII Corps

19th Volks Grenadier 17th SS Pz Gren Div
Div

416th Div

462d Volks Grenadier
Div

25th Panzer Grenadier
Div

106th Panzer Bde

SYNOPSIS: US XX Corps encircled and reduced Metz as a preliminary
for continued attack east by 3d US Army.

Excellent example of a Corps sized deliberate attack
against a well fortified and defended strongpoint,
Good deception operation, detailed planning, surprise,
a river crossing, and urban combat.

Accosaionlgor
(NTIS ORARI UL ‘r"{.nr‘l cx.vtt' fae eal chy

:: DTIC TAB ] pl:. T Tacterd

':: Unannounced O a0 Whiad Wt LU blac}. cad

< Justification — ——ud ;;..gu

L | “h
piat ApPROVED FOR PUBLIC RELE
Distribuuon/ S Dm'rmBUnoﬁ mm

Avallability Qodes
T [Availl and/or
Dist Special

- s O

""""""""""



T T

THE BATTLE OF METY

A Battlebonk preszented to the Staff and
Faculty of the United States Aray
-ommanl and GCenorul Staff
follers 4in fullfillment

. -‘ (.A - r- l. r“'--

: of the requirewonts for
»,651

s
]
by
Staff Aroup 13A
pa R, Gteyhenaon, MAI(E), IN
4 Jo Mchulty,  MAJ, QM
- *f;. Kuh.n. WD IN

E. Kreaennk, MAT, MSC

Ts Bowden, MAY, FA
- Jo Watuon, MAT, AR
i Je Petrick, MAT, MP
- ¥, Marshall, MA.i, AR
Jo Brennan, MAS, AD
- M, Msgue, Ty AV
3 ¥. Jarmon, MAT, MI
B Ke Rnicht, Mad, AV
’ Je Tomlin, MAY, 3¢
S
- Fort Leuvenwo.th, Kanoas
. 1984
j ‘ APPROVED FOR PULLIC RELEASE
| DISTHBUTION UNLRATED.

Y T R IE

'.';'.':.'.‘,':'.’-";.'s.'.‘.'.'.-.'.-."~.'- -_- - .-_.~ ‘:. ..... .;_. :'A;'L;'.';'- :_. :.' L'.:,'._: ........ _‘. ;;w';-‘t ..... : .......................... - -------------




TABLE OF CONTENTS

PALE
INTROIDICTION o o v o o o o o o o o o o o v s o 2 0 0 0 s 1
BIBLIOGHAPHY ¢ 4 o o o « o o o o o o o o s o o s s 0 oo 3
REVIEW OF THE STRATEGTIC SETTING: o ¢ ¢ o o o o o 0 s o o 5
REVTEW OF THE TACTICAL SITUATION . ¢ ¢ o ¢ o o o o ¢ o o 12
THE PATTLE o ¢ o o o o o o o« ¢ « o o o 8 s o v o o o o a 38
ANALYSTZ OF THE BATTLE « o o o o « o v o ¢ o o o o s o o 65
END HOTESe o o o o o o o o o o o 2 o o 68 oo o s oo 69

5{.4"».’.."5................o...-...-.73

. [ e T e " e et e e e a s
'''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''' ~ * . D . tatatatalalaate ol e Bal o ke S —————



1. INTROIUCTION

‘fl The Battle of Met: is but one episode in what is commonrly referred to as
the Northwest Rurope Campaign during the final yoar ef World War JI1, The
campaign really began on 25 July 1944 when the Allicd armies broke out from
the confines of the Normandy Penminsula and ended in May of the following year
when the Geyman Arny surrondered unconditionally, To reduce the scale somew
vhat further, the aperations that made up the Battle of Mety and which lasted
from Soptember througk December 194k, were part of the Lorraiune cempaign, waged
during the same pericd by the Third U.S, Army.

The Battle of Metx took place at the city of Mets, Petwecn the Ardennes
hille and the Vosgee in France., The principal allied ferees involved in the
battle were the XX (US) Corps of the Third U,5. Army consisting of the 5th
Infantry Division, 90th infantry Division and the 7th Armered Division.
Gernan forces corcisted of German Army Greup G with the primary units coming
from the Germsn First Army,

The types of sources required fer a thorough, balanced account of this
battle include first hand accounts of the battle from the German and the
American armies, novwspaper and magaxine articles, and operaticnal histeries,

The comprehenvivo bibliographies aro contained im the principal book on
the subject: JIhe Unkpown Bgttle, by Anthony Kemp,

The Unkpowp Battle provides an excellent account of the battle, The
book goes inte great detail about the background leadings up to the fight,
particularily emphasising the part Metx played im the war both stirategsically
snd politically, The book also detajle the background on the principal cem-
nanders, perhaps keying on Patton and his attitudes towarde thio type of

warfare, Additionally, the book outlimes the logistic yroblems facing the

.................
.......................



Americans and the personnel and material shortasges facing the German forees,
The book is also very valuable in previdimg the reader with illustrations eof

the Netz Fortresss snd a detailed account of the notes and sources used in

writing the book,
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OF T T B3

The opsrations which mxile up the Battle of Metz lasted from September
through December 194 and werc part of the Lerraine campuign, waged during

the same period by the Third U.S, Arly.l

The Alljed Sitmatiog

Actual detniled planning for the iamvasion of Burope went only as far as
the Lideration of France up to the line of the river Seine, which, it was
calculated, would bBe reached by D+90, In faect this line was reached en 15
August (Dr7h), and, on the following day, units of the Third Army had a
bridgeheai at Manten.z

The city of Metx was firat mentioned in Allded planning during the con-
siderations for how to reach the Ruhr area, the heart of German indiustrial
production, 1t was determined by SHAEF (Supreme Headquarters Allied Expodiw
tionary Forceg) planners that the main emphasis would be placed on the
northern thrust aloms the traditionzl invasion route into northern Jermany
via Manbengze and liege., Once acrous the Rhine and with the Ruhr neutralized,
the way to Barlin would be open across the ¥orth Uerman Plain., This mansuver
vould be supported by a subsidiary thrust on the VerdumMets line,’

The success of the broakout vas so overvhelming that the Allied lesders
ship found itsolf on the horag of a dilemmm, By mid=Aumsat the whole command
syosteu was being called into question, and lack of firm diraction was to lead
to fatal delays, feneral Risenhovwer, as Supreme Allied Commanier, delegated
the responeidil ity of ground commander to General Montzemery with Bradley in
charge 0f an Aray firoup equal to Montsomery's, but subject to overall tactieal
supervision by the lmtter, Oeneral Montyomery was diroeted to advance into

Belgium with the immediate aim of taking Antwerp and neutralixing the Veweapon
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bases in the Pas de Calais, Patton was to continue hig eautward move, at
least as far sg Rheims, and to link up with the Anvil/Dragoon forees advancing
up the Rhone walley toward the Vosges, The bulk of Bradley%s fuel tonnage was
sllocated to the Firat Army, so that Patton was given enough fuel to join the
battle btut net to win it.u

The advance sgreed on by General Elsenhower {inally go! underway on 29
Augmnt == by which dats Pattonls spesarhoade wers already approaching Rhoims,
having mannged t0 storm aeross the Marne, Thres days lster his mobile colamns
would de across the Neuse, but stallsd for lack of fuel, Only thirty milea
ahead of them lay the Moselle, just onv more river on the way to ths nhina.s

C) S [

After the defeat in Normandy, and as a result of the terridle losees
puffrared during the Russlan vurmer offensive, under = noramal political system,
Goruany should have sued for peagea., Nothing, however, was further from the
aind of the Fushrer, who in mideAugsust was alrsady considering a coanteroffens

sive that vas to smérge ms the Ardennes atimck in Doee:bor.‘

At the beginnins of September, shortly befere he was relieved ef command,
Molisl received a set of ingtructions that wero indicative of Cerman strategy,
Thess emphasixed Hitlers “etand or holi* doctrines, which had led to the loas
07 80 many troops in isolatsld pockets and had noet succeeded in hmlting Allied
sivances, The enomy was to be held in a general defensive battle in front of
the Westwall to sain time wo that it could be made reaiy., According te
Hitlar, succests here would mean that the Nethorlandw could de retained and
Gernsan territory would net % occupied, Allled aircraft would de laft as far
away a8 poasidhle, and even 1f Antwerp vore to be lost, QJerman possegsion ef
the north bank of the Scholdt would rendar the approaches useless., FPinally,

the vital Ruhr and Saar industrial and aining arcas would be retnin@d.?
6
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Zhird Army and XX Gerpe

The Battle of Metx was fought by thu X Corps which was part 2f the Third
Arny cormanded by General George 8. Patton, At the ond of Ausnet, the Third
Army consisted of 314,81k officers and men divided into nine divisions, two of
which were armored, By this time, the Third Army was a close=knit fighting
orgzunization flushed with vietory and esger for the kill, The XX Corps was
commanded by General Walton H, Walker snd consintad 5f three divisions, the
5th and 90th Infantry, and the 7th Armored, None of the thres divisions had
suffered excossive casualties during the purguit of Germany acrosna rrnnco.a

On 1 September 1944, the Third Army suffered thes humiliation of running
out of fuel, However, by 5 Septamber, the situation had improved somevwhat
and Osneral Bradley sgain assignad the Rhine at Frankfurt as the Third Army
objactive as soon as the Weatwall could be breached, Immediately as the come
foronce was over, Patton lsgusd his orders, General Walker with XX Corps was
to attack eastward in two rhasew—first, to scstadlish a bdridgehaad over the
Moselle, ani secowl, to cross the Bhina.9 At no tine was any mention mads of
expecteld Oerman opposition, 1t was asgumed that the (lermans vwould make some
sort of stand at the Westwall, which General Pation thousht would be dreached

easily by nrmor.lo

Armed with hie ordsrn, Genmral Walker rushed back ¢¢ his hesdquarters and
iscued verhal messazen that were followed the next morning by Field Order No,
10, upon whigh the first stoge of the Metx dattle was haged, 1t stated, "Third
1, 8, srmy attacks to selze erostinzgs over the Rhine River between Mannheim and
Codlenx.” The misnxion of XX Corpe was first to seixe & crosning over tha
Mowelle and then to eapture Motz ani Thionville, Second, they were to cross
the Khine in the vicinity of Mains and prepars to aivance to Prankfurt., The

iniividual units wers aseigned missions as followe: The 3rd Cavalry Group was
?
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ordered to reconnoiter to the Rhine without delay awdl the 7th Armored Division
was to advance eas® in multirle columns; seire crossings ever the Rhine, The
5th Infantry Division was to capture Metg and then contime to advance to the
Rhine, while Thionville vas assigned to the 90th Infentry.ll

At this state of the campaign, the XX Cerpa and the American Army had run
out of detmiled maps and were using mostly 1:100,000 Michelin read maps, The
fortifications arocund Nets and Thionville were marked on some of the maps used
by XX Gorpa, baut nobody hadi aay idea of the type, desizn, or actual sites of
the forts, Sowme apprehension was felt, but the general tendengy was t0 hope
for the best and to dismiss the forts as probably obsolete and incapable of

offering determined resistance, The svents of the next ten days virtually

altered this view.l?

Direectly opposing General Pattonts forces was the German First{ Aray. On
6 September the commanier, General von der Chevallerie Waa retired on grounds
of "4llhealth” and replaced by deneral Otto von Knobelsderf, Ths latter had
hal considerable experiencs ag a corps commanier in Russia and was xnown to
be beth & tough fighter and an optimist, Uis Army, togethar with the Nineteenth
Army immoediately to the south, was placed under the sommani of Army Group €
and General Blukwin.u

During the last days of sgust, the German First Aray lhad pulled back
behini the Meuse with its forces totally shattered and om the run, From the
retront, only nine battalions of infantry, two batteries ef field artillery,
ton tanka, and & nunber 0f antiaireraft and antitank guns had been retrieved.
Reinforcements in the cigpo of elements of tho Ird and 5th Panxer Crenadier

Divisions had arrived from Italy in time to see action im the Verdun=Commerey

Area, and the remalning troops of these units were in position along the
8
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Mogelle by 2 Septembder. 1In addition there was the exhansgted 17th SB Panxer
Grenadior Division, which was in the Fires Army area for refitting. Parts of
this unit vere thrown in to form an outpost line to the west of Mety, asiride
the mwain resd from Vordun.ln

Directly facing General Walkerts XX Corps, on the Mosslle betwean Nety
and Thionville, was the German LXXXII Corps, commanded by the artillary generw
al, Johann Sinnmaber, Amarican intolligence had astimated that the enemy
would not aske a stand on the Moselle, but would retire to the prepared posie
Sions eof the Vestwall along the German frontier, This proved to be a false
estimate, for as early as 24 August, Hitler had {ssued orders for the prepara-
tion of defensos in advanece of the Weatwall, In the Mouslle sector, fGauleiter
Burckel was smpovared to call up the eivilian populatien fer the construetion
of defense works, andi orders wore also gziven for the reeonditioning of the
old fortifications of MNetx and Thionv1110.15

Sometime tovard the end ef July 1944, Lieutenant (eneral Walther Krause
was appointed to command Division No. 462 im Metxz, At the time, this unit
waa nothing more than a headquarters with a neminal staff, responsidle fer
the various military sehools and training and replecement units in the Nets
ares, Thoy vere engaged in such matters ss the reorientation of convalascents
and the care of wounded prior to dissharge., The officers ani H0O!s of the
division were oither unfit or overage, and neme of the nnits were in any way
ready for oonhux.lé

On 2 September, Krause was appointed fertress commander by Genoral Sinn—
huber (LXXXI! Corps), However, on 7 September the higher commani echelon
changed to0 the XII1 83 Panwer Corps and assumed respousibility for the sector
from Thionville to south of Metx, This waa 38 Corps only in name as the bulk

of the troops were norwal army unitu.17

9




Goneral Krause took control of tha rowiblocks and set to work to sassemble

T T T

a fighting ferce capable of defending the city, His division had twe infantry
L 1

RN o, LS

training battalions immediately available plus misgellanecus specialists, tut
\ by the beginning of Japtemder he managed to form a three=regiment division,
::‘ which consisted of the Officer Candidate Regiment, the 1010th Segurity Regie
. ' ment, and the NGO School of Military District X11,18
The Officer Caniidate Regiment was commanded by Colonel von Blagreth, and
the unit was mainly eomposed of the caiets of an officer training sehool,
F They zumbered seme 1,800, moat of whom had heen commissioned as lisutenants
on papsing their examinations at the beginning of September, The regiment
ﬁ was filled out with some 1,500 sundry troops who had been gathered in from
b the retreating columns to give a total combat strength of 3,300 experienced
: nor. 19
F The 1010th Security Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Richter,
‘ hai retroated from France and consisted of iwe underwstrength battalions,
Fhe persomnnel were mostly overage and their comdat effieiency vae 10\1.20
The NCO Sehool of Military District XIl, commanded by Colonel Wagner,
F was formed into a regiment of some 1,500 men who had been attending various
courges, Erause rated their efficiency as high, although they had never
EQ: vefore fought together as s combat unit.2l
g In addition to the above three regiments, the two replacenent battalions
. belonging to the division were stationed on the east bank of the Moselle to
the south of the city, There they were Jjoimed by & battalion formed from the
?‘: porsonnel of the 8S Signal 8S8ehool = known as “Battalion Beryg," after its
\ commander, Initially, artillery was almost nonexistent, consisting of two
:' battalions O0f a replacement vnit armed with Russian 7.5em cannon, snd with no
! transport of 4te own, The only reinforeement received was s battery of four
T 10
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10,5 guns, 2

General Xrsuse deployed the bdulk of his ferges around the western fortiw
fied salient, On the right, the 1010th Security Regiment held the line facing
north between the Feves Ridge and the Moselle, In the center, the NCO Sehool
was spread between 8t, Privat and Vermwville, The grea from Verneville te
the river at Auo~gur=jNosealle was held by the Officer Caniidate Regiment to
whor the bulk of the artillery was auligmd.23

On 5 September, OB West estimmted that there was the equivalent of four
anl 2 half divisions available for the Mets~Thionville sector, They were
positionod cn the eastern bank, except for the fortified salient to tho west
of Netx, The divisions were a mirxture of odd battalions and "burntecut®
regiments, largely without vehicles, heavy weapons, and armor, Their state
of training and efficiency varied consideradly, from excellent to terridle,
However, there was a front of units, es feneral Walker®s men were to discover

vhen they regumed their .dvanco.;m

11
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Ail. _REVIEV OF THR ZACTICAL SITUATION

¢ A. ZIhe Area of Operatione

(1) Climatc and Weather

The plan to reduce the fortresses of Metz was destined to be greatly
altored, Even before it vas initiated ths weather had changed the plan mate=
rially, Steady autumn rains blanked ocut the medium and heavy air bombardment
that vas scheduled to soften up the Met: defeuses, Berving to exacarbate the
already unfaverable situation, the Meselle River began to rise over its bi...s
and £111 adjacont flood plains, A feint had to bde established at a secondary
crossing site at Ackange because of the risk of crossing the gwellen Mogelle
at Xoenigsmacher as Oorigianlly planned, Due to the extreme flooding along
the Moselle, it was feared that th. element of surprise associsted with the
degaption plan was lost because 0f the neseszsity to conduct a safo river
crossing operation,

(2) %errain (OCOKA)

Complete surprise was impossible to achieve due to the exceollently
poaitioned observation pouts andi fields of fire from the outer ring of forts,
Adiitionally, German infantry soldlers were deployed ms far out as possitle
from the forts th.mnolvol.?5

As regarde cover and concealment: Across from the 90th Infantry Divi-
eion'u crossing area, Fort Koenigsmacher and the ridge line of Meginot forts
conmanded the entire crossing area and provided the enemy with exeellent
observation, The tactical affect of the area of operations clearly favored
the enemy. The terrain virtuslly dictated the effective placement of obser-
vation posts ami influenced the ability of the Germans to exercise surveillance

of eritical areas of the bdattlefield, Tynically, the Forest of Cattenom

rrovided an assembly area for the initial river crossing operation to de
12
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executed by the 90th Infantry Division. The area was Jocated on the ferwayd
slopes of the valley hilles, Between the forest and Moselle River, the ground
was devoid of cover and completely under direat observation from the enemy
held high ground oast of the river, This observation vulneradility prompted
the planning of the movement into the forest and the subsequent assault fron
the woods to oecur under the cover of darknese, The nstural defences of the
city vere formidable, The city is located in a looping band of thw Mosello
that provides a wvater barrisr to the north and west, and a tridutsry, the
finille, flows in from the South, Steep hills on three sides of the city form
a shallew bowl further enhancing the defense of the foriress. Narrow and
twisting valleys disect this dowl iate four distinet defensive areas.
The Fort System

The first complete circle of forts and fortified groups that afforded
the cuter defense of Metx consisted of 15 positions, On occupation of the
forts in 1940 by the Cermans, the outer ring fertifications were improved, A
military eignal center wams installed at FPort St, Quentin connecting the forti-
fied groups. Actual repair lageed as 5 result of German victories, The forts
of Girordin and Sion were linked by tunnels and supported by bunkers, pill~-
boxos, armored observation posts, heavily reinforced casemates, minefields
and a trench system that axtended comrletely around the crest of some of the
major hills of the city., T™wo Z10mm guns were installed on ths west bank of
the Moselle at Fort St, Quentin along with a protective, modern, revolving,
armored observation post., Several 105am self-propelled guns and anti=-tank
gung were also installed in the area, Concrete~reinforeed ceves dug into the
side of tho hill were to protect the roving self-rropelled guans when the guns

were not in use, RExtensive, deliberate field fortification work was also

done on the remainder of the 12 fort-.zG
13
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fhe second complete outer belt of 28 forts and fortified groups, located
on the rim of a wheol of hills approximately six miles out from the mb of the
city of Netu, waw gomposed of permanent fortifications, The forts of this
gronp were eossentially fortified artillery positione, as distinguished from
tho inner belt, whose forts were primarily used as infantry strongpoeinte,
There were no planned fields of fire from the forts proper for direct f{ire of
sutometic weapons, Instemd, an intor=dcfensive system of fire was deovised
whereby the deop momte that surrounded oaeh fert or fortified group vers
covered dy interlocking fields of sutomatie fire which effectively barred any
iafantry crossing, 7The CGerman infantry positione protecting these highly
fortified artillery positions were set up quite a distance out from the forts
themselves in an all=around security design.

To prevent high velocity direct fire weapons from destiroying the gun em—
Flacements, the Metz forts were generally underground with their large ealiber
guns firing from roumd, revolving, steel turrets that protruded above groumd
level, Underground passages linked the various forts so that counter-battery
artillery fire was ineffective and only a direct hit on a turret by an asrial
bomb of 1,000 pounds, or more, would silence the position. Attackings in~
fantry on one fert proved ineffective, The German defender merely went
underground while the attacking infantry received heavy artillery bombardment
from the supporting Oerman forts and artillery positionn.27

Each fortress accommoldanted 2,000 to 3,000 men alonz with a crevw of 150
to 200 men for emch battery, The comsmunications system was excellent and waa
designed to provide the defenders of one fort with direct communications with
other forts as well as indiirect communicaticns with each fort via a central
telophone exchange in Metx,

The terrain ef the Moseolle Hiver region forme omne of the finest natursl
14



barriers, The riverfs awift wateras cut a natural breastwork of abrurt slopes
or wastern banks, To the east of the Moselle the banks are dominated by
hi. . that have beon cut out of the land by tritutary streams, chiefly the
Seille and Nied Rivers., Throughout the entire area, the hills and ridges
formed by these rivers are steep and heavily woodei. Those facts proved tlLat
Mets was the purfect site fer fortifications on dominating terrain formed by
the convergence of these rivers,

The imposing double belt of forts and fortified groups that ringed the
naturally fortified city of Nets were carefully and eleverly emplaced so that
full defenaive advantage of the dominating terrain eould be utilised. 1In all,
there were 43 fortified areas or forts, with 128 artiliery pieces of large
celiber explaced arcund Metr, These were ezclusive of the Maginot Line fortiw

fications, the forts around Thionville and the Siegfried Line.?a

Fort Guentrange was northvest of Thionville and was oeccupied by the 90th
Infantry Division in ite Septemler sweep oast to the Mogelle Hiver, After the
attack, 1t wvas vacated and left in good coxdition by the Germans retiring east
of the Moselle, Its eight 100wm French guns, now manned by the cannoneers
from XX Corps Artillery, later played an importent part in the assavlt against
the Mets fortified rcglon.29

The terrain along with the German held ferts on high ridge lines and hill
tops forced the infantry and armor of the XX QOorps to eanalixe their attacks

betwaon ridge lines of hilly and heavily wooded terraln,

R, COMPARISON OF OPPCSING FORCES

Strength and Compogition
U.S, Forces consigted of eloments of the Third U.S5. Army, eommanded by

L?C Georges 2, Patton, Jr., and supported by elements of the XIX Tactical Air

Covmand, The battle on the ground was fought by men of two of the Third
15
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Arny's corps, (Map A, Third U.B, Army Situatien),

The XX Corps, in the north, commanded by MG Waliker, contributed the
anits vho did the btulk ef the fighting for the final reduction of Metx, In
the far north, TF Polk and the 834 Infantry Division held defonsive posi=
tions, The 90%h Iafantry Division, ecommanded by MG Jumes A, VanFleet, was
assenbled weat of the Moselle River for an intended encirelement from the
north, Tho 10tk Armor Division was positioned teo breakout to the rear of
Metr, The 95th Division, eommanded by MG H., L, Twaddle, directly opposed the
city of Metx, The S5th Infantry Division, commanded by MG W, H. H, Norris wae
positioned south of Metx to emeirele from that flank. Additionally, TF Bacen,
copmanded by GOL R, L, Bacon and comprised of 95th Division units, was formed
after the initisl river crossings in the northk, The 3d Cavelry Regiment slso
played & major role in cembat ani in the Corpst deception schemes prior to
the battle,

The XI1 Qorps, in the south, was commanded by NG Nantem 8. Eddy. ZRady's
forces hal fought well to gaim their initial positions along the Moselle
River, but their participation in the agtual reduction of Mets was limited,
They were poised to dreakout to objectives along the Saar River and further
east on the Masimot Line and the WestWall., Major csrps units were the 4th and
6th Armor Divisions and the 26th, 35th and 80th Ianfantry Divisionas,.

Opposing forees for the Metz battle consisted of slements of the LXXXI]
Oorps of the First (German) Army. The 462d Volleagrensdier (V) Divisiom co—
cupied the city itself, while the 416 VO Division, 19tb VO Division, and the
1010th Security Begiment held the lines to the north, In the scuth 224 For
tregs Regiment and the 4624 Tusilier Battaliorn held the limes with the 17th
§8 Hanger Grensdier Divieiorn t0 the rear in the south, While the Allies
possessed air superiority during the battle, limited luftwaffe support im the

way of reconmnaissance was received, 16
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US Yorceas:
Ordor of Battle, Composition:

THIRD UeS. ARMY

317th Inf Regt
318th Inf Begt
J19th Inf Regt

[ )

» 'y * » " "
XX Corps

5th Iaf Div 7th Armor Div
24 Inf Regt 6CA
10th tnf Regt 48]}
11th Inf Regt GCR

90th Inf Div 10th Armor Div
357 Iaf Regt eca
358 Inf Regt 008
359 Inf Regt OCR

95th Inf Div 34 Cav Gp
377 inf Regt 6th Cav Op
378 Inf Regt 1103d Cht Bngx Gp
379 Inf Regt 1139th St Engr Op
TF Bacon 5th Rangoy Bn

XiT Corpe

26th Inf Div 4th Armor Divw
101st Inf Regt CCA
104th 1nf Regt CCB
328th Inf Regt COR

35¢h Iaf Div 6th Arwor Div
1%th Tuf Regt CCA
137th inf Regt CB
320%h Iaf Regt CCR

80th Inf Div 24 Cav 0Op

106th Cav p

1117¢h Cbt Engr Op
1135th Cbt Bngr Op
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GERNAN_ORUER OF RATTLE
COMPOSITION

LXXXIT OORPS

19TH VOLXS GHENADIER DIV,

816TH DIV,

462 VOLKS (GRENADIER DIV,

25TH PANZER GRENADIXR DIV,

106TH PANZER BDB

17TH S8 PARZER GRENADIER DIV,
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Jechnology
Technologzy of the opposings forces was fairly avenly matched, Large

‘b‘ weapons systoms did not play a major role, for the battle was fought momtly
by infantry units or on a small unit basis.

U.8. Poraces had been unplesasantly surpriaed by the Metz wrea fortress
defenges during the fSenpteabsr dattles, They had strived for an improvenent
in their river croasing metheds and fortress reduction techniquer in the
intorim perioi., Plang and blueprinta 0¢ the forts were finally supplied to
U,8%, foreos ani assisted in an understuniing of the construction amd connec-
tivity of the strongpoints,

During the Octoder lull, Geramn Forces had made some improvenents to the
fortificationa, They had stopped wall short of real improvement and many
forts were unmanned or undermanned and sevaral important gun positions wvere
inoperative, The eastern sector was espscially deficleant in repair,

Nevertheleas, 7,3, Forces in the Third Army were fagsed with a formidable
obstacls which would have to be sleared fort by fort, building by bduilding.

A large civilian population in Metr precluded on beth a political and morale
basle the use Of heavy bdombing, slthough this type of hombing had proved ume
succossful sagainet the Metx fortifications. Tho larxe civilian population
also provided F¥I forces to the Allies and syupathizers and fifth columnists
to the flermans,

koristical and Adminietrative Systen

*All throuzh Auguat General Pattonds determination to override every
obstacle and continme to advance had so inspired his army that it had violated
with impunity many an accepted tactiocal or logistical dictus and bhad gurpassed
the most sangsuine sxpaetations of success, The totul 1mpact of these wuo=-

cogsag could not but disrupt a syster of supply bawed on tho expectation of a
20
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rore gradusl and evenly paced advanco across Franco, 30
Require

U,8, == The U,8, forges needod fuel and artillery: 2,000 tonz of smmu=
nition pexr day; 20,000 shells per day; rifles; antitank guns: rifles; tires:
maintenance partsi bridge eroasing equipment; explosives: fortification
mounting equipment; river orossing ejuipment: and as winter set in, blankets,
warm clothing and shoes. Vital spare parts vere miassing and maps were sorely
neudod.31

Gernans - Thoe Germans mainly needed antitank weapons, artillery, gasoline,
tanks, ammunition, rations ani potable water, and concrete and steel to rein=-
force their fortifications.’?

vailability of Clagsesg of

U.,8. == At the outset no supplies were readiily available, The demand for
fuel had grounl the Third Aray to a complete halt., The Fifth Infantry Divi-
sion had only 2,000 gallons o0f fuel of which half was needad just for
c:oo\dng.33

Maps were not available sinca the planners had not anticipated the nead
8o quickly, Therefors, there was no idea of the type, design or actual sites
of the forts, let aloas the inside tortiﬂcatiom.y‘

By 20 Septembar there was a chronic shortage of artillery ammunition: 7
rounis per gun for 155%s and about the same for 105's, Water was getting
short and ammunition bezam to run out, MNo vehicles hal been able to eross
the river evea up to 12 November; thersfore, no bangalors torpsdoss and engi=
nesr Sguipment normally nesded for tackliag forts werwe available, 7The desired
artillery expenditure of 60 rounds per weapon par day had been reduced to U

Tounds per day = u grani totel of 553 rounds for the ontire Third Ar-y.”

It was nainly due to the lack of aumunition that the initial aseault on Motx
21




had to be called off,

Nasoline was 368,000 gallons short on 30 Auguat 1944 and had thers not
been a lull in fighting during the month of Octobar to build up aupplies, the
November offensive could not havn begun,

By November the critiecal needs were explosives and fuels, The veather
made it impossidle to dridge the river and any suppliss brought up to the
fort had to be hand carrier scrosz by engineers ani infantry already heavy
laden with their noraal dattle equipment, personal weapons and ammunition,

After the second full day of fighting in November, still ne tanks or
tank destroyors had made 1t to gho sast bank, so the only support was from
artillery vorkinz in mud up to their kees and fi~ings around the cloeck,

Germuns == Mogt of tho foris lacked usable guns, ammmition and fire
control apparatus, Only Fort Uriant had its figed batteries functioning by
6 Soptember, They also found problems with & lack of barbed wire amd mines,
Apart from personal weapons and a few mortars, firepower at Fert 8¢, Quentin
consisted omly of two heavy infantry howitzers, The ¢two BOmm mortars were
out of smmnition,3®

Due to the need of buildins up for the later Ardennes’s offensive, the
forcos at Metr had a low fill priority and wero very low in asssult guns and
tank destroyors, During the October lull, only one and one half rounis per
gun pey day were ands available,

Artillery reziments werw in fairly good shape, althouzh the wamber of
field pleces was geénerally well bdelow the complement of the American division
artillery, The 17th SS Division was lackinz nost of its tanks and assaunlt
guns,

By 21 Hovembar, food was in short supply as was water, TFinally, a comdie

nation of the lack ef hoth items foreed them to zive in, As Coloael Vogel had
22
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said, he rofused to surrender until ferced to do so or by having his food or

anminition run ant.37

EROCUREMENT, AND DRISTRIPUTION
At the initial phuse in Septeamber the greatuost difficulties wers with

the Third Army. Having ocutrun the lines of communication which extended all
the way bdack to Normandy., Since no closer porta had baen opened, ani receive
ing third priority, since the main effort was zoing to Montgomery in the north
and stockpiling to support Market=Oarden, the Third Army was in dire straits.
With no knawledge of the fortifieations and inadequate artillery availabdble,
goupled with the aiverse weather which praventad adegqumte air support and made
the river impaseable as well as eausing any logistical support to bs swallowed
in 2 qasgmire, the likelihood of success in Septemder was pour t0 nome, On
the other handi, the Germans in the fortifications facad a mueh better position,
Despite their shortagea the presonce of slits troops, moral and physical
strength derived from stesl and concrete, even in cutdated fortifications amd
the poasession of ground that favored the defender wvexe factors which greatly
swung to toe side of the German forces at the outset of conflicts ia September,

Mditionally, trains stil) ran in to Metm until 17 November, Despite
the glow vegupply to them dus to the priority fill going te the antieipated
Ardennes offenuive,the lines of communication favorsd the Germans,

Bridging equipmeut and heavy engineer stores for the Third Army vere
scattered in trucks that had run dry alongz the liae of advance, Bridging
trains were not meved up until 6 septo-bor.38 Ime to the lagk of fuel,
smmunition ecould not be movad up and the appalling veather only compounded
the problem while the opponents were generally warm anl snmug in their perma~
nent smplacements.

The Germans wers given little aid since men and material were being
23



shuntsd to the nortk for the great counteroffensive, Ac a matter of fact,
Baleck conmented, "I have never commanded such jumbled up and badly equipped
troops.*’? Of course this commont came Jjusi prior to the U.8, major thrust
in Novembor after Metx had been forged to relinquish the "elite* troops and
was beingz refilled with troops having as little as one week’s tralnins anmd
recoiviaz a low 111 priority for arms and amsunition., HRundreds of train
leads were diverted to support the buildup for the Ardennes offensive, Inrw
ing the October 1lull, proper steps had not been taken to snsure an adequate
supply for Mets, fonsequently, as the November attack began, they only had
enough food available for 2 days. Oround resupply had met the interdiecting
power of our alr ferce, ani by 17 November the traims were cut off, The
attompts to resupply by air failed to comneet when the vary item needed for
identification (flares) was part of the eritical shortage.0

The American plan had been to duild small reservas by the first of Neven-
ber, Market Garden denied logisticel support for the Third Army andi the bdaais
mothod of delivery for all supplies and equirment was using the Red Ball ex~
press in which it took three trucks for every single trip to the front-a‘u’
Patton's main means of obtaining supplies and equipment was by using tlw "Roek
Soup* method; asking for bdits and pileges ani using it up so he would foree the
hand of hias superiors in providing hia mere., They were able to confiscate &
larze store of Argentine beef and fucl, Though lew grade, it was enough to

push abead for a few -uy-.‘*z

With no rail avatlable, ports hundreds of miles evay, no forward logisti=
cal support points, eonflscation, austerity and use of the resupply trucks
were the primary mesns for U,%, procurement, In Noevember, ailr resupply de=

1ivered 1800 Emrations, 46,000 rounis of ,50 calibre smmmunition and wedical

supplies, Alr resupply contimed to g; a major resource throughout the
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conflict, It was not until 18 Novamber that the first supplies weres brought
in by road and landing strips wers gleared ani able to evacuate the more
seriously wvounded, Large stocks of engineor squipment and speeial supplies

for dealing with fortifications were Built up durins the Octoder :|.u:|.1.“J

IRANSFORTAZION

Since both the Third U,8. Aray and the First Usrman Army werz given a
r&thor low priority, tranaportation was inadeguate to support either, The
Red Ball express transported fusl ani supplies from surply dumps near the inm
vasion beaches end ports, Howaver, their increaeingly longer trips docressed
the amount of fuel that could be bdrought to %he combat units. Ratil lines

wore not eponsd to Netx until Doconbor.““

Weather hui a siganificant impact on both foreces, slowing the trannpert
for the U,S, and csusing sicknses for the herses which were used tc drav mueh
of the forwari field artillery to be used by the Germans,

At closo range during the final reduction of Nets in Fovomber, U,.8,
effortes to construct rafts to crous the river were frustrated and overturasi,
dumping contsnte into the river, The first briige was not completed until
12 November, thus enatling the headquarters and medical facilities to move
into Fert Yuts., Two platoons of tank destroyers and a mmber of antimtank
guns crossed to the east Lank, and carrying parties brought over the wach
nesdsd sxplosivas and desolition squipment, Up until this time, however,
transportation was totally 1nldequato.“5

Trainloads 9f assorted guns, meinly Ytalian "booty," were brought in te
the Germans on 15 November, Amrunition, however, was scares. Motor tractors
were virtually nonexistent ard thore wvas a grave shortags of horses, Due to
the lack of tranaportation the dermans lacked artiliery, antitank veapons,

vater ardi vere down to only 18 days of rations by mid Novembsr, Bread,
25




potatoss, salt and coffee were uurco.“6

SUPPLY INSTAILATIONS AMD TEAMINALS

The theater was virtually deveid of airfields, Oless pers fasilities
wore not available and supplies had to be ahipped over land from the initial
beaches at ports at Normandy, A4Allied strategy called for a halt on the Seine
to mild up stocks, followed by a systematic advance, 7The syagtacular
success 0f the Third Army could not be kept up with, and success of allied
tactical bombers nad smashed the railway network,

The rapid advance of armored columns meant that the burden thrown om air-
field congtruction agencies was much greaster than the capacities of the
organivations which had besn set up, Opening a port at Antwerp vas the main
order of the day ani considered to be the only way to support the drive to=
ward the Rhine, Only the port at Cherbourg was functioning. BFRrest, Calals
and Tunkirk were still in German hands, IDespite the opening of Antwerp, it
could not help the eastward move of the Third Army through the Lorraine,*?

By 5 November sumplivs Of gasoline and rations were in sound condition
dus primarily to the opening of new railheads directly hehird the front line,
but tires and diegel fuel were still in short supply. The petrolvum pipeline
opened to Alomon was some help, but it could handle only re¢latively small
amvunte,

EVACUATION AND SALVAGE BYSTEM

Oneo aguin due to the comdinstion of low priority for combat gervice
support, vapid movement of tha combat forcee, snability to provide fuel,
direction of effort toward the north, and finally the destruction of rail
linee and the worrisome weather complete with 4ts knee=deep mud and flooding
rivers, there was 1o way the battlefield evacuastion and salvage syetem could

work, Virtually no vehicles were rotuznod for salvsge and only patients
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desperately in need of hospitaliration vere able to be evacuated until late
in Noverber during the final reduction of Met:, Until then thore were a

number of reporte of the dead and wounded heing piled m:.u8

MAINTENANCE

With the poor gtate O0f even the west hasic logistiocal support, maintenance
support was virtually nonexistent, Any vehicle that broke dovn was ruthlessly
bulldoxzed of'f the road, Yehicles were in urgent nesd of ropair, casualties
had to be replaced, and squiyment overhamuled long defore such services vere

avulluhle.u9

IMFAGT OF SHONTAGES

By 1 Septomber, the main foroe of the Third U,8, Armyls XX Corps had run
out of gasoline at Verxdun, If they had had fuel, the XX Corps would have
Tushed on to Metz, and, probvabdly would have sealed it off with a regimental
aive force and continued to push on to the Rhine, As it was the delay in
receiving fuel allowed the GCernans to reinforce Mets and thereby rerulse the
first attonpt to attuck in early September, Inexperience in attacking fortis
fied positions and lack of adequate sir suppert wesre probably the primary
reagons for the initiml lack of succcss of the American forces, Howover,
the calider and training of the youny officers—in-iraining at Nets were a
formidable obstacle,

¥ith the supply priorities gearsd to a droad front und first priority
going to Montzomery and the First Army, along with instructions that no mere
agrrensive action be permitted beyond what the maintenunce situation would
surport after the full requirements of the main effert had been met, the Third
Arny drive forward had 1ittle chance for lchOIl.SO

The shortage of fuel stopped the advance, The shortage of artillery snd

air support blunted the success of the attack as did the absence of maps and
27
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special materials needed to overcome fortifications. lack of heavy bridging
equitment and ability to oross the swollen river made it virtumlly impossille
to accomplish the initial assault on Mets, The Octeder lull provided an opw
portunity to seke up for these and other shortcomings, thareby making i%
yossidle to successfully defeat the Germans at Metx in November,

On the other hand, had the Germans had the proper prierity in personnel
and logiatical support as well as iwproved tho fortification asswets, they
could very likely huve raprulsed the Third Arny advance, As it was, they did
not have the priority or the logistical support and finally, due to a lack
of artillery and antimurmer capability, ecoupled with the sealing off of their

lines of communication, they wers forced to surroader,

U.8, Forces were well organized for the Metr bdattle, The commanders and
staffs had baen preparing for the final reduction since the Septemder battles,
A realignment of forces had positioned the Infantry divisions sgainst Netx
while the Armor units were polised to exploit to both the north and ths south,
Additionsl engineor support bad been positioned for the river crossings amid
engineers and infantry were trained and organixed te reducs the fortifications
with explosives,

Communications were generally satisfactory, 2lthough deficliencies existed
on hoth sides, U.8. wire communicatione were froquently interrupted by enexy
shelling and the destruction of one bdridge seversd commoreial cireuits across
the Messlle, A lack of communications for command prospted the formation of
TF Bacon on the east side of the Moselle early im the battle,

The Cermans relied primarily on wire within the protection of the fortress
systen, Destructicn of thie system wes accowplished only by eliminating the

communications centors scattered through the fortresses, Many enexy units
28
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fought on without comsunications.

Command Of the German Forces was fair, dut was hampered by a lack of
rlanning and uncertainty of the fortress® mission. Additionally, many ex=
pirienced officers and NCOls from the units within Hetx had been reassigned
during the October lull, Not until one day before the U.8. offeneive was it
decided by the German hizh command to hold the city, UNevertheless, General
Baleh, commarding the Gorman Corps, had foressen the sacrifice of Met:, He
had therefore not committed his precious tanks or assssult guns to the city,
Vhen the desision to hold the city was finally made, there was not time to
reinforce with men and equipment and the commanders were left te fight with
what they had on hand, %o add to the cenfusiomn, CGeneral Imebbe, ¢commaniing
the Metx Fortress, suffered a stroke. He was replaced ox 14 Novemder by
Genoral Kittel, who had formerly commanded the 49th VG Division,
ROCIRINX AND TRAINING

The losses suffered by Third Army units during the September battles had
cauged a rethinking in tactics and training during the Octolber lull ir the
battle, Thig break in the fighting allewed U,5, unites to efficiently train
unite which had to undergo major replacement and reconstitution operations,

Superior U,S. personnel strength allowed unite to be rotated te the rear
for rest and training. XX Corps conducted ccurses on Floating Bailey bridges,
river crossing, explosives, fortress reduction, snd hovso=torhouse fighting
immediately preceading the November effensive, BHRotating unite to the front
again alloved green troops to experience combat before the actual Jumpeff,

lerman Forces were not as lucky, Although they outmumbered U,S. Torces
in number 0f units, their strength and training wvere well down, Opposing U,.S,

Forces kept up patrolling and artillery, thus preventing major rest or retse

tion operations, Good training was hampered by a lack of skilled leaders and
29




supplies, While U,8, Vorces hnd introduced twe new divisions into the Metx
ares during Octebur, the Germans had astually allowed their defensive con-
dition to gravely deteriorate,

Iike U.8, Forces, the Germans had suffered tremenious easualties during
the September fighting, They, however, vere hamperad in reconstitution dy a
severe lack of manpower, Overall in Mets, German Forces were down to 14,000,
vhile the 4624 VG Division was dowvn to less than 7,000, Reecent replacaments
were ovorazé and poorly trained, snd the lack of good leaders further hindered
adiitional training, The 416 VG Division and the 19th V0O Division were beth
unier strength and undertrained with many new replasements, Only the 17th §S

Panzer Division and the 25th Panser Grenadier Division were good fighting

uuvits, and both were pushed east as Net: was squeeszed off,

Deception played a major role immediately prier to the offensive, XX
corps! relocation 60f the 90th Division to an assently area in the nertherm
sactor prior to ths battle was a successful large-=zcale deception operation,
Dunny guons and rubber dummies were left on the line alomzg with limited real
weapcns and men, Soundsedeeeption units provided realism, andi false radio
traffic wvas providedi, ¥From their assembly areas, 90th Division units condueted
recous O6f their river erossing sites with false vehicle bumper aarkings and

borrowed shounldor insignia, This complicated scheme, which relocated an

_ entire division just a few miles from the flermans, was effective andi ashieved
surprise during the subsequent attuk.s 1

g LETELLIGRNGE

b Ay

g The U,§, Armyls % Cavalry Squadron conducted the initial ground recom-
’ naissanes to the cast and northesat in the direction of Metx sand Thionvills,
, Chuervation posts were establiched everlaookimgz the Moselle Hiver eight miles
)

from Metx, These rec¢cnnalssunce elemants obtained information that the
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Gersans were hastily organising to defend Metx and the Meselle River Line,
The fertress system arcund Mets was to be used as the bvasie for this defense,
and the loss of Mets to the advanciag American Ferge was t0 be prevented, To
the north of Netx German Yorges were obgerved setting up a defengive screen
west of the Moselle in the Thionville area,

Bumerous disorganized German units, after falling back in confusion from
the XR Corps offencive, were¢ eobgerved withirswing towards Mets as a rallying
point,

There Was a permanent Cermen garrison, the 462d Mobilization Division,
It consisted of an officer candiidate school, Regiment VI, » number of battale
iong 0f the Stellung type incorporated inte a regimental ergsnisation, and
the 1010th Security Regiment, remnants of which had fallen back on the city
after their previous stand on the Seins River, This unit was manning statie
defenees in Metr, The 17%th S8 Panser Crensdier Division, whiek had fallen
back from positions in the viecinity of RTAIN, was assigned the defense of the
gone sonthwest of Mets, In the Thiomville sector, on the north, the 559th
Infantry Divielon was mobilired to defend the Moselle line and to delay west
of Thionville as long as possible, The object of the delay imn ferece at Metx
wag to establigh & hinge on which to organisze the center of tho vestera front,

The XX Corps had little information regarding the military strength of
Metrz, Their rapidity of advancement had allowed no time to gather and die~
ceninate information en the fortress system or the availability of troops to
defend 4t, Maps availabdle to U,S. forces showed neither the fortifications
nor the details of the torrsin.’z

Fron the Germap perspective, the defenae of Netx could best be accomr

plished by ecncentrating forces sast of the Moselle River line, and the forte

west of the river were used chiefly for delaying rurposes only., Metx itself
3



wvounld Ve used aw an adwinlstrative center to direct and repulse the sdvancing
Amoricans, later, Metx would be used as a concentration point for ammnition
and veapons to arm the counteroffensive which was to be organized behind the
Moselle River line, Hewever, Hitler directed that all forts, including thoue
vest of the Moselle, bBe manved, improved whers possible and held at all costa,
¥ork was begun on these positions and as mary artillery pleees as posgible
were emplaced,

Ihe_ttack op Fort Driant

XX Corps and Third U.8, Army endorsed a plan developed by the commsnders
of the llth Infantry Regiment and the Sth Infantry Division for the sttack on
Fort Lrisnt, The plan was designed to indoe¢trinate newly arrived replacements
nud reinforcements and to boelster the morale of the 1llth Infantry Regiment,
However the Corps and Third Ay commanders sav Fort Driant as vital to the
awsanlt on Metx eince the Fort wae comgidered a keystome in the reduection of
tho spprosches to Metxz, The reduction of ¥ort Driant would opan the way for
8 tank assault north through the Moselle Valley to Metz, The planning ef the
initial sttack on 77 September wae baged on ground reconnalssance ws well as
axtongive asria) recounaissance photo information regarding the actual die~
vosition of the enemy in Fort Iriant, This attack did not take plaeo hovever
until = Qctober to mllow for additiomsl engineer preparations, The assault
after ¢leven days o effort was repulsed,

Pased on the ordeal at Fort Driant, the Commanding General, XX Corps,
initiated intensive planning for the subsequent reinforeed attack on the enm
tire fortified region of Metx, This plan consisted of two distinet eperations
to be accomplished conearrently: The first would be an attack to encircle
ani destroy the fortress and garrison of Metz, the geeccnd would be the

seirure of a brideehesd over thw Saar REiver in the viginity of Saarburg ss a
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base to regvme the attack to the northeast., It vas reasoned that after the
Moty operation had commenced and the enemy strength had been siphoned inte
the threatened area, an infantry divieion, ceroasing north eof Thionville, eould
proceed rapidly over the base of the Ssar-Xoselle triangle andi seize a bridge~
kead on the Ssar River at Saarburg,
FERSOJNE]. REFLACENENTS

The personnel replasement system for both sides was similar in one
aspact, they were inadequate to sustein prolonged operations. VWe se¢ that
Patton’s drive across France produced 2i4,820 casualties with 19,506 replace=
monts through 28 August 1944, while German losses tetaled 154,000, While the
Anericans wers depending almost totally upom individuml replagements, the
Gernans used aluwost extensively the unit replagsement system, %Their concept
was to form unite and ingert them into the defenss as such, If & unit had
becn disabled, they were collected, gonsolidated and reformed into another
unit.s3

By Septemler 17, the beginning of the short lull or stalemate, 3d Arwy
casuslties totaled 26,402, an incresse of 2,000, vhile enemy casuslties
numbered an estimated 186,000, sn increase of 30,000 since 28 August 1944,
There wau & delay in reporting the cagualties up the ranks ms the initial
attacks to selize bridgeheads prodused more tham 2,000 ecusualties, This is
further justitfied by the casualty figzures ef )i Army as reported on 24 Sep~
teaber, Total cagualties wers reported at 45,130, an incresse of 7,272 durinmg
& pariod of lemsenimg activity, vhile the enemy cmsualties were estimated at
216,109, un incrense of 70,100 in one veok, The cumlative replacements for
3 Arny numbered 43,566, less than 2,000 short ef casualties cultainnd.5u

The individual replagement concept was omployed after sll units were dee

ployed 1n the thester, and provided the new green tuops a sense of identity
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and afferded them some measure of security. They knew if they survived initisl
battles they bad a chance of surviving the war, On the other hand the German
unit replacexent system employed by the Germans seomed to suit their purpoeses
and was their best course of astion. Although there were cohesion probleus,
the Germans at that time were contimaally involved in reconstituting units

from whatever assets they could manage,

Both aides? replacement stream was inadequate to keep up with easualties,
In the 3 Army, non battle easualtiss wers 2,5 for eack KIA, The¢ (erman re-
placement stroam was inadequate becanse Hitler felt the war with Russia had
granter gignificance, Thie major influx of people into the West would eccur
during the fermimg O0f units for the battle of the Bulge,

The U.8. replacements were green, Althouzh Patton tried to give them
training prior to throwing them into battls, 1t was not always possivle to do
gso. The German replagemonts Wers no better., The 462 Div, defending Mets,
endod up using an 008 Regiment, & Segurity Regiment, the NCO School Regiment
and 1 composito regiment with 2 replagement battalions ani & signal battalion,

Tho JGS reginent vas gompossd of youns men as well as veterans of the
Bastarn Pront who had distinguished themselves, The NCO Schocl regiment was
rated high in technieal ability, but had never worked together, The other
regimonts wars not line soldlsrs and illetrained for the mission,55

Althoush Patton was short of replagements, this was not the cauns of hie

delayse The Jo:tsiical problems caussd the initial stopping of his momentum,

aliowing the “armans mors time to prepare Netr fortifiestions, On the Germcn
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side, their shortagas woro directly responsible for this inadbility to hold
5 the terrain, But one must look at Hitler's position to understand why he did
EI;? not wenl replacements to the West. He knew the Allies! 1imss were short ani
®

. until Antverp wae open, he could devots all him stiention to the Eastera Pront,
T .w
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Tho morale of Patton's Jd Aray was high before the initial stoppinz Yesi
of the Mosoella, They had devastated the fermans and bdraggzsd that they wers
with Patton, Their losa in momentum for 30 days or so cmusad = elight decorsase
in morale iue to inactivity. They were overjoyed when given the order to
attnaock onward Ytoward the Rhims, Turing this loss in momeutum the Gormans
hal set strong defenzes ani vere nearly prepared for the full seale American
attack, They inflieted hesvy casunlties on the U.3, forces mnd oxperienced
a 11f% in their morale by stopping Patson,56

During the first phase, the U,.8, rarses wers tirsd, Mungry and took S0
percent crsunaltiss, The morale of men in the companiss had zone down as thoy

saw their loadersgs die, Some units even retreated uncontr.lled from the

battle, 57
The weather seirved to further demoral?ze then as the rainm, coli and sl

sloved thom, thoredy oxposins them longer to the onecay's fire, The terrain
and weather ~id not favor use Nf tanks vhickh cmugsed the soldiers to fight a
difrerent type of battle than they hal been previously fighting, Gome was
the flank security achisvel by speed, Gono was the manesuver they enjoyed
with their tanks., In its place was an assault upon fortified positions
without ths assistance, initialiy, of air cover,

The leadsrs did all they could %o increass morale, Patton gave many of
his ‘Tauous “"pep talks", Many subdordinats leaders showad their concaorn for
thetir goliiers by ilnsurings thoy had proper clothing and adequate food, %The
solliers believed in their lesaders and in their causs, They knew Hitler must
be deleated,

LEADERSHIP
The German leadership was convinced the war was ever in the Westeran Front
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but wore nearly fanatical adbout protoation of tho homeland, In this battle
the mout fisrce opposition was from the OCB regiment and the WOO academy,
Although some of the leaders ware tachnically competont the majority of the
snaller level leaders were inexperienced,

Pattonls personizlity permeatsd the battle, He was everywhere! He
forced, pushod and, at times, directed forward operatione, Hs proved, how
avor, not to be very flexible about this plan. 7The smaller unit lesders
ended up using initiative to overcome the obstacles anl aventually took Mets,
The Awerican Army had the leadership aivantage throughout the battle, al=-
thourh the Germans fought bravely,

C. Jmmedinate Nilitary Objegtives

XX Coroa' aiassion was simple: "ito ercircle and destroy the eneoumy in the
Metz zarriuon amd eapturs & bridgehesd ever the Ssar (River).' The order
specifically called fer the "destruction or capture of the Nets garrison
without the investiture or seizure of the Metx l‘ort.."58 T™he Corps was
anxioug not to repeat the fiasesc at Fert Driant which had eoet no many lives
and LTG Patton wag anxious to resume his rspid advance to the Rhine River,

seneral Kittells orders wers clear: His oath was "to defend the city to
the lagt man and cartridge,” Hitler had now taken a speeial interest in the
Moty sarrigon and in the seconl week of Nevember ordered the garrigon to
"hold* and to de reinforced, provisioned for a long siege, and equipped with
additional rockot launchers, He saw the opportunity tn put a large salient
in the advancing Allied 1inss and to slow or stop Patton, His orders came
too lats for the Metz garrison,

Do [Feaspidle Oourges of Action
U.S. Yorces had thn following courses of action:

l, Encirele and roduee the garrison.
36
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2, Encircle, then bypass the city,

3. BEncircle the garrison, then eoniuct singe warfara,

Goraan forces had the followimg coursvs of action:
le Hold the zarrison.
2, Qonduct deluy operations with the city as a pivet,

3. Withiraw the garrison with delaying guneral forsss.

The Third Army had learwied its lesson in siege operations during the
Septombder fighting., While XX Corps eneircled the city, XII Corps and other
XX Corp elomenteo wero %o push ahwad to the Saar River, XX Corps was to re=
duce the city without engagsingz in a costly, long teram siage,

The German degision to hold the city was a wasts of precicus men anmd
equipment, Althougzh a more adequately equipped force eould have besen a thorn
to the U.S. Morces for an extended period, the days of siege warfare had
litsarally been bypassed by arzor and air power. This Geraman courge of action

could not de suprorted taciically or leogistically,
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iV, _THE BATILE

Zhe XX Gurne Plan*®

On 3 Xovembar XX Corva issusd T4ald Order No, 12 which ocutlined $ts corm
cept for the reduction of the Mets fortified area and the resumption of
offensive operations to secare the Rhime, ‘his plan ealled for an engirele~
mont of Mets, a follow »n reconmaissmnce to the Sarre River, the seirxurs 6f a
bridgehssad in the vicinity of Saarburg, and on order, the contliimation of the
attack to the northeast, In specifie regard to Mets, the order stated that
tha intent of the commander was to destray or carpture the MNets zarrisom,
without the investiture or siess of the Metx Forts,

To implenent the plazn, the 90th Infantry Division waa tasked with the

R initial envelopmant of the e¢ity from the north, The 5th Infantry Division

sttack was €0 encirele Meti from the south, The 95th Infantry Division was

Ezﬁs
:

P initially to contain the German sallent west of the Nosellse. When the con=

eontrie attacks of the 90th and the 5th divisions closed, the 95tk was to

Lt W
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drivs into the salient, eross the Noselle, ani secure the city, The 10th
Armornd Division was to follew the 90th division, After grossing the Noselle,
it was to attack to the left and parallel to the 90th to clogss the encircle-
nent sast of Metx, Simultaneously, the 10th wvas to push srmorod reconnsissance
!: unitns sast towards the Sarre River with the intention of selzing & preliminury
bridgshead near Merxig., Finally, the Ird Cavalry Group wag to follow the 10th

;f Armored across the Mosells River, Upon erossing, it would swing northeast to
é. . probo snemy resistance in the vicinity of Saarbarg and to sgrsen the flanks
3 and rear of the corps unite sneireling Mets,

The plan was bdasically to be executed inm two phases: 1) The elimimation

! of German forces in the Mety area, 2) The resunption of tho attack to the

northaast, Its success depended upon the rapii culmination of the encirclement
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and the point at which the German Aray commander degided to withirav from the
encirsled ares,
The 95%h Diviedon's Bridsshesd at Uckangs®

On 7 Novembder, naly hours defore the attack was to Jjump off, the 95¢th
division was given a change of miasion, In addition to containing the saliient
around Netg, the division was to force a erossing of the Noaselle at Uckange
and to reduse a posket of Uerman resistance in the vicinity of Malxieroe=les=
Metn, The purposs of this effort was to create a disturbange whieh would
drav the Germanis attention away from the 90th division astack further north,
The 95th divisioun was to employ only the minirum of forees in the coroseing
but would aleo cooriinate its attacks on doth sidss of the river to give the
inpression that it was the corps main effort, The attack was tc bes executed
on 8 November which war one day before the other XX Corps units woro to begin
operatione,

The new miesion wao assigned to the 377th Infantry Regiment, %The resain=
ing units, the 378th and 379th Infantry regiments wers to contain the Nets
galisnt, 1n the 377th, the lst Battalion was designatoed to maks the river
crosning, Their wmission was to force a arossing, occupy the town of Immeldange
and blsck the nortiwmacuth road between Metx and Thionville, Once thege objoc~
tives were secursd, the battalion was to dig in and wait relief dy troops
moving down from tho main grossing in the rorth, The 2nd and 3rd Battalions
of the 377th wers to reduce the German pocket at Maixiereg=loz=Hotx,

At dusk, on tho night of 8 November, a detachment of the 320th engineers
ocroswed the Tiver in assault boats and blevw a gap in ths German wire and
minefield, At 2100, C company lat Bn 3}77th Infantry croused the river with
no opposition, The company sivancoed approximately 400 meters from the river

and thon dug in to await the arrival of the rest of the battslion,
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In conjunction with the ciossing, the 2nd and Jrd battalions initiated
their night attack against Nainieres=len=Metx, The operation was almost
immediately halted by the extensive minefields in the area, Onoa tripped, the
Uermans vere alerted to the attack and eaught the American troops in the open
with artillery fire, Despite heavy casualties, the attack contirmued throughe
out the night and on into the next day. On tha afternoon of 9 November, the
battalions were reinforced with tanks and by nightfall had gesursd the entire
area except for a small enemy enclave in the town of Hmaconcourt. On the
following day, the Noselle Hiver bdegan to flood ani the rising vater isolated
this village, Thersafter, no further atteampt was made to clear it,

On daybroak of 9 Noveabar the lst Battalion had succosded in crossing
its A company and a heavy weapons platoon aeross the river, By this tiwme,
howover, German artillery hadi serosd in on the crossing site and prevented
the bridge building operations of the engineers., Additionally, the riasing
flood of the Moselle, combined with the increasing accuracy of German fire
made contimued boat crossings impoawidle, The two companies of the dattalion
wers cut off,

The 19th Volks Crenudier division, which opposed tlw crossing, made no
najor attempt to eliminate the dridgeheai. 1Its actione were confined to
patrolling and indireet fire, It is apparent that the divieion recognized
the action as a fient. The companies on ths east tank were supported for
throe days by air drops from 1ight spotter aircraft, Finally, on the night
of the 11/12 Novexber the flood waters began to recode andi the remainder of
the battalion was able to cross,

The 90th Division Crogsing®!
To execute its northorn envelopment of Metx the 90th division selected

tvo croesinz sites on the Mouello River: Cattenom and Malling, It waa the
Lo
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commanders intent to yut a strong force acrost the river before daylisht on

9 November in order to quickly overrun the forts of Kounigemacker ani Metrich
while securin: the dominant terrain to the southeast, Tho remaining rogiments
would cross in follow-on attacks on 9 Novemher,

The 358th Infantry Regiment was to be on the division's right awxi waas to
crous at Oattenom, Tt was to seise Ft, Xoonizsmacker and the village of
Bagse=Ham with one bdattalion, The remaining twvo battalions were te dy pass
the fort and securs the ridgeline southeast of Koonigsmacker, The 359th
Infantry Regiment on the left was to cross at the Mallinz site ani seeure the
high ground bstween Mount Altenberg and the viliage of Oudremns, The 357%h
[nfantry Regiment was to cross at either site snd attack betveen the ether
two regiments to swecure the town of Koesnigsmacker, From these positions, the
Division was to continie its attack to dominate the high ground northwest of
Boulay=Mosells which c¢ontrols the roads leading out of Mets and would elese
the northern portion of the XX Corps encirclement,

Two days befors the attack the division moved its regiments and support
troops into the cover of the Forest of Qattenom which was direetly to the
rear of the erossing area, The Ird Cavalry patrolled extsnsively to conceal
this movement anxi keep Gorman patrols away, Before midnight on 9 November,
the assault battalions of the 358th and 359th bngan to earry their bdoats
towards the river, The Mosolls was beginuing to flood and hampered the ap~
proaches to the river, The flood, however, slso covered the German mine=
fields on the emst bank and forced their outpostz away from the river, By
0500, the 358th had one battalion ashore without incident and was shortly
followed by the arrival of the two other battalions, The 359th was also able

to cross ull three battalions with no casualties,

In the 258th sector the let battalion launehed its attack at 0715 againnt
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7t Koenigemacker while the JIrd battalion bdypassed the attack and advanced
toward the village of Inglange, The lst battalion quickly penetrated the
wire and mine fields surrounding the fort, The battalion had detailed maps
of the fertification and hai tralned previously in the apeaial techniques
required to clear its bunkers, The operation proseedsd systematically dut
was hindered by the shortage of explosives, Supplies had to be hand carried
from the river and the flow was insaffiecient to support tho attack, Spotter
aircraft were than emplaoyed to airdrap explosives, By 10 November, A ani B
conpanies of the lst battalion had captured roughly half the fert,

On the afternoon of 9 Nevember, two battalions of the 357th erossed the
river andi secured the town of Xoenigemacker, Hewever, the flooding river hai
prevented the crogseiny of any tanks or other hexvy weapons and the sight
battalions were virtually cut=off, Dearite this situation the regiment
launched a battalion atiack on 10 November to secure the NMetrieb foertificew-
tivns, The fort was surrounded snd the ridgeline secured by nightfall.

In the 358th and 359th megtors, tho onemy war slowly beginning to react
to the dridgehesd, Omn 10 November, the 159th vwes hit by & Germen sounter~
atteck which caunged the regiment to loge eontrol of the town of Kerling, This
village eontrolled the road network needed by the 10th Armored to conduct its
attack, Jn the 358th area, & counter=gttack vwas repulsed at Basse-Hmm,
Qompany C of the lst bhattalion was bdrought up to reinforce A and B companies
ir Ft Koenigamacker, The failure to secure this fortificatior allowed its
forman occupanty to interdiet the advance of the 2nd battalion and forcod it
to stop short of its objeciive,

On the 1lth of November, the three regiments wero still eutecf{, Only a
fovw anti~tank guns hel made 1t scrosse the river, Tho goldiers had been fightw

ing hard for two days with little gleep and wore sosked from the contiming
W2



4

rain and flood, None the less, ®ll three reziments moved on the of fensive,
The 357th secured the high sround west of Breistroff=ls-Petitu, The 359th
repulsed soveral strong countermcttacks, retook Kerling, and seeured the
dominant terrain from the vaillage of Rettel along the river to the village
of Oudrenne, The 358th completed the reduction of Ft Koenigamacker, eapturvd
or killed several German unite attempting to reinforce the fort andi secured
hil1 254,

The most important event of the day, however, dii not occur on the
battlefisldi, The flood waters weres recedins, Thus far, the Cermasnz had not
rat together a strong eounter—gtiack ferce, Time was running out for the
division bdecaune its activitiss of the past three days had clearly marked it
as the major attack in the area, If the 90th did not cross its tanks, tank
destrcyers and other heavy weapons soon, the infantry regiments ceould bte
rushed into the river by strong armored forces,

The ferman Army (broup had been initially forced to deal the bridgehead
with riecemual attacks sersped together from its two divisions ir the area:
The #16th division and the 19th Volks Grenadier division, These attacks,
although executel with grest spirit, lacked the firepower, depth and mobility
neadad to achinve deeisive results, However, on the night of 11 Novenber a
combat group of the 25tk Panser Grenadier Division was comnitted to attack
the bridgchead, Meanwhile, the 90th Liviegion wus workins to push suppl ies
ani heavy weapons by ferry seroga the river. By early morning of 12 November,
a bridgs finally spanned thes Moseclle and two tank destroyers erossed the
river, At thie ypoint in the battle, both sides were locked in s deadly race
to bulld up enough combat pewer to decide the hattle,

At 0300 12 Novewber, the combat group of the 25th Pansor Grensdicr

roinforeed by ten tanks and asseult guns etruck the 359th, This initial
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attack drove the 3rd battalion out of Xerling, The GCerman main effort was
centered along the Kerling-letite~Netiange axis and was obviouely focuted on
the deatruction of tho Malling crossing site, 1In their advance, the Germans
broke through two company size units attempting to bleck them, A composite
force of cooks, staff and support personnel formed by thw 2nd battalion com-
rvander checked the Cermans at Petite~Hettanre, At that time, twenty artillery
battnl ions opened up on the German combat group., Additionally, the two tank
destroyers that had crossed earlier that morning moved up amnd took the eombat
group under fire, The counter—-attack completely broke urder such intense
pretsure and the German force retreated back through Kerling, Ry the aftor-
nocn of 12 ¥ovember, the 359th had regrouped and then moved over to the
attack to retake lost ground,

The 357th had managed to cross its reserve battalion, After heavy fight~
ing, the regiment pushed the bridgehead line to the end of the Koenigsmacker
ridee and overlooked the village of Inglangs, The 358th also contirued the
attack seizing the villages of Valmestroff and Eluange, This effort was
stopped outside the villages by plustic minee which current U,8, mine de~
tectors could not locate, At the crossing sitem, strong efforts were again
undervay to repair the bridges damaged during the counterwsattack, Supnlies
vwere gtill net crossing the river in suffictent quantities. The bridgehead
hed been expanded dut the troops were eold, wet and tired,

On 13 Novembver all three regiments again attackud, The 357th cleared
out pocketa of enemy resistance in its rear, The 359th attacked with great
losneg through & minefield to link up with the 357th at Cudrenne, It also
conrleted itis reoccupation of Kerling, The 358th also had to deal with mine=~
fields, ™ut mannged to seize the high ground ovorlooking Inglange anl tied

in with the 357th, A bridge was compleated at Cattenonm snd the 90th Division
Iy
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poured the rest of its units into the bridgehcad. Tranemort, artillery,
anti=tank, and supprly unite crossed in a contirmious stream at Cattonom., The
90th Reconnaissance troop pushed south along the river to link up with the
95th division elements at Uckange, Ry the lith of November, ths troops in
the regimenta had overcosts, blankets and dry socks and the G0th division
was now in position to support the advance south,

95th Bridsehead Expanded6?

On or about 10 November, YX Corps headguarters became very concerned
about the progress that vas being made in securing a suitable crossing to
comnit the 10th Armored Division, Operaticns in the 90th bridgehead did not,
at that time, look hopeful. Therefore, the 95th division was ordered to
expand its foothold on the emst bank of the moselle by conducting a recon-
naissance in foree to test the possidility of securing a crogsing in the town
of Thionvillae,

The 2nd Battalion 378th Infantry was tasked with the mission. By mid-day
on 11 Navonber the battalion had crossed the Moselle and eecured a small
section of the east side of Thionville, The most sericus resistance en—
countered was from an old fortification in the town called Ft Yutz, This
was overrun by the battalion on 13 Nevember, Operations were {mmediately
initiated to expard the bridgehead. By the l4th of November, the villages
0f Basse~Yutr and Haute~Tutr were seized expandins its ares to the north and
eust, In the soutbern sector a German company size elemert of the 7P4th
Reziment held a emall cluster Of more modern fortifications near the town of
Illange, It took the battalion two days of hard fighting to eliminate this
threat, During the fight, the reconnaissance troop from the 90th division

linked up with the battalion and sstablished a secure lane on the east bark

of the Mouclle for the ecommitment of the 10th Armored Division,
bs




On 13 November, the lst Battalion 377th Infantry whie¢h held the initiul
eroassing at Uckange was orderasd to attack north to make contact with the 2nd
Bn, 373th Infantry, 7The battalion immediately secured the villages of Bertange
ani Imeldange, However, bofore its defenurs could be fully empluced, the unit
was counter=sttacked by a tack forcea from the 73rd Regiment of the 19th Volks
Grenadier Division, This strong foree was reinforced by a unit from the 485th
Antietank Battalion, In two cdays of hard fighting the battalion took heavy
canunlties but contimued to hold the village., Finally, the 2nd Bn, 378th
Infantry with a platoon of tank destroyers attacked south from lllange and
relieved the battalion,

To coordinate the aivance towards Metg, the 95th reorganized te con-
colidste iis unite on the eust bank, On 15 Nevember, COL Rebert L. Racen
was given command of all unite east of the Moeselle, Task Foree Bacon was
then reinforced with some cavalry, artillery, tank and tank destroyer units,
Uvon the reliof of the 1lst Bn I77th Infantry, the taek force was assigned the
miscion of attucking south towards Metr to clear the enemy from the east bank
of the Mogelle,

Comnitment of the 10tk Armered Divisiep®?

The 10th Armored was moved intc secure assenbly areas just wegt of the
Meeelle on 9 November, As goon as & suitable crosasing site vas established,
it was to cross the river and conduct a two pronged operation to seire o
bridgeheail seross the Sarre and to attack alongside the 90th divieion, On
12 November, following the attack of the 95th division scross Thionville,
work was begun in that &rea on a Bajley PBridge, Despite intensive enemy
fire, the bridge was complsted on 1/ November, Combat Command B (CCR) of
tke 10th Armored croseed the hridge in the afternoon and closed On an sssembly

arca near Kerling before daylight on 15 November, Xarlier that evening, CCA
L6



crossed the repaired bridge at Nelling and assembled south of CCB, The Ird
Cavalry Group also ¢rossed at Malling, It relieved the northeran flank of the
359th and prepared for its future screening and reconnaissance missiors,

In the early morning of 15 Novemher, GCB hegan its drive east along the
Kerling=taldwisse romd. OCA began its attack south later that aftermoon, In
order to effectively utilixe the fev available rosin, each Combat Command
broke down into sraller task forces, The German forees orposing the division
lackked cohegion but vare able to mount several strong blocking actions along
the narrov roade. The clearing of the weather allowed beth units to exploy
the full support of the XIX Tactical Air Command,

CCA advanced steadily for three days and by 19 November had ferced
croveings of the Nied river in the vicinity ef Freiatroff and Bouxoaville,
This effectively completed 10th Armoredts mission in the Metx encirelement,

The infantry divigiona to its left had at this time closed the inner eircle

on the city. Meanvhile CCHB was meeting stiff opposition in its advance to
- the Sarre, CCA, therefore, was ordered to destroy its Nied cressings and
g attack north to join the rest of the division im the drive east,

‘H () eO‘va’

On 15 November, at the time of the 10th Armored atiack, the 90th division

hsd expanded the bridgehead te a width of eleven miles and s deprth of seven

i willes, The division was now preparing to contimue ite attack to clege the on=—
if circlevent of Metr, The registsnce of the German 416th and 19th Volks

f? Orenadier divisions wvee crumdling. Indicationz were that the German commanders
D

at Army and Army Group level were trying to cut their losses and prevent & zap
from being ripped out of their line by the eneirelement. None the less, the
Gorman First Army commander reinferced the 25th Panzer Greradier combat group

L with a battalion of the 74th Regiment and lsunched a counter attack against
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the 90th division's southern flank,

At Tiret light of Hovember 15th, the combat group struek the town of
Distroff, This area was held by the 2nd Battalion 158th Infantry, The
battalion had recently beon reinforeed with one platoon of tanks and one
platoon ef tank destroyers., Initially, direct fire from the village was able
to force the German tanks back and separate them from their supnorting in-
fantry, After two attempts the Cerman troops forced their way into the
village, At the same time another German unit encircled the village andi eut
the Americans ¢ff, In four hours of hard fighting, the German attack was
briken and the combat group withirew,

The 357th attacked on 15 Neovember, but was stopped by Cerman held fortie
fications at Hackenberg, After a full day and night artillery duel with the
fort's field guns, the arce was neutralived on 16 Novenber and the attack
continued, By the 17th of Rovember the division had advanced beyond the
village of Klang and had destroyed or captured several German units,

Upon vestoring its situation at Distroff, the 358th Regimont meved to
the attack on 16 Nevember, The 3rd Battalion cleared Inglange, The lst and
2nd Battalions attacked and sei:dd Netxervisse, The 2nd Battalion eontimued
the attack to sesurs Metzeresehe on 17 November,

At this point the 90th division stopped sasigned intermedimte ebjectives
andi launched the division into a purzuit to clese the gap around Mets, The
159th relieved the 358th, Rapidly moving on trucks, the reziment overran
(lerman demolition teams and csught road blecks bsfore they were emplaced, By
19 Novesmbor the regiment had cut esespe routes out of Metx at Qonde~Northen
and les Efangs., Later that day the 90th Reconnsissance troop linked up with
elementy of the 735tk tank battalion wupporting the Sth Divigion, The en~

cirelenent was complete, At that time, the 90th division was ordered to
La




regroud tn contimue the drive tc the Sarre,

The friondly forees participating in the “Closing Javs* segment of the
battle includie the 95th Infantry Diviaion, 5th Divieion and Task Ferce Baoon
whick although technicaully a part of the 95th Division was deployed as an
independent force. The 95th Diviaion, for the mest part, had beer responsidble
for guarding the wegtern fortificetions and weas finally given an active role
in the battle on 14 November, They had deployed the 379th Intavtry Regiment
in the vieinity of Driant; the 378th in the viginity of the Canrobert fertie
fication; aud the 377th near Maizieres les~deti, Mearwhile, the 5th Division
which was lecated to the south had sxpanded the dridgehead and was waiting to
aid the 95th in the encirelement and the e¢apture 6f Metxk,

The enenmy forces deployed in position to oppoae the 95th consisted of
the 1217tn VG Regiment, 1010th Security Regiment, 1215th VG Regiment and the
1216th V0 Regiment which faced TF Baeon, Xurther to the South the 17th S8
Panzer Srenaiiers faced the S5th Division,

The 95%h Divisien

“The missiun assigned to the 3I7Gth Infantry was to penetrats en both
sidos of the Jeanne d'Arc group, On the left, the 178th Regiment wae to
attempt to wvheel around to the North of the Feves .idge and roll up the de=
fenses from the rear, The 277th Infantry and TF Bacon were to advance into
the ¢ity mstride the Houllo'.65 The overall U.3, plan included avoiding
froutal asssults cn the forts, isolating them and to move forces into the
eity itself,

The main attack wvas sghoduled for 15 Nevember while the supporting at-
tack, to be conducted by the 379th, was slated for 14 November, A heavy

artillery preparation preeceded the 0600 14 Nevember supporting attack, Never=—
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theless, therv vas minimal damage done to the ferts or their oscupauts, The
379tk attack adveneed to their first objective which was 500 yarde to the
rear of Yort Jeanne dfArc, Although the objesctive was resched, the fort was
not secured, This permitted a large mumber of German troops to hide in tin
trenches and bunkers. After the 24 Battalion of the 379%th moved through the
fort, the enemy forses regrouped and wers able to cut off the 24 Battalion
from the Regiment., The lst Battalion vae similarly cut off after they captured
Fort Jussy, and Fort Bols la Dame which they lost again shortly afterward,
“The encirelud units were supplied during the early part of the evening by
artillery spotter aireraft runaing the gmuntlet of eneny tira".66

The defending enemy fereos werenft strong enough to prevent a penstra~
tion but they were quick to regroup where possible andi eontimue to plaeco
haragsing fire oa the U,8, forces. “"The 462d Fusilisr was committed in the
Jeanne d'Arc sector, Xlements of the 1010th Segurity Regiment eut off the

4> American 24 Battalion. It is probably that the 1217th Regiment epposed the

1e% Battalton”.67 (General Kittel had successfully engaged the 95th Division
threat by moving hls small reserve throughoal the battlefleld and concentrat-
ing them azainet the )79th attack,

The night of the 1lhth was spent drafting contingeney plans to aeffeet
1ink up with the two 1,8, eleoments that were encireled, The next lay, the
3d Battalion was committed along the road between Ford da Guise and Jeanne

de Arc. Presaure was being applisd by the 378th to enhance the effectivences

of the operatiouns of the 3d Battalion,

Eneny resistance ¥as lowerod sisnificantly, and “the German officer in
charzo of the strongpoint then surrondared with 46 men ani it later trane-

rirel that he had (wrongly) assumei that he wag surrounded by a conaiderable

e forea of Anuricnnl“.68
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The 377th ani J78th bdegan their coordinated attack on the 15th of Noven
ber. The Bois de Fevos ridze was attacked in the northern sector by the lat
Battalion of the 378th., "Company A, leading the assault, secured the main
ridge line south of Fremecourt Farm and around to the rear of Fort le Feves.
By 1100 this key work, commanding the approaches to Matz from the North and
Northweat, was in Awerican nande” .59 This fort had proviled the enemy with
oxcellent obsorvation, fire direction and communications resources. MNoat of
their war effort in this sector had been directed from Fort de Fevee. "The
capturs of the relatively weak position may not sound like all thut much, but
in many ways, it wvas deeliniva, It meuns that a small force was in behind the
fortifieations ani that they had hit the boundary batwoen the 1010th Security
Regiment and the 1215 VG Regiment®.”®

The 377th was able to ¢lear the 1215tk Regiment from the wicinity of
Noizleres—lep=ietr and proceed as far as the town of Woippy which wvas abdbout

l‘ threo miles from the center of Metx. "The American success of 15 November
not only turned the North flank of the German bridgehsad West of the Moselle
but also threatened to cleave a corridor straight to the Mets bridgel".71
German equipment, which included artillery and trucks that were still half
loednd, wag found abandoned along many of the roads used by the 377¢th to
ghane the retreating enemy,

Zasic Force Bagon

Task ¥orce Bacon, which consisted primarily of the 1st Battalion from
the 379th Regiment and the 24 Battalion from the 378th Regiment, started its
assault on tho city of Metx from positions on the sast side of the Moselle
river. After spending most of the 15th putting tegether a formidable fightw
ing foerce, TF Bacon was ready to get into the battle, The commander of TF

Bacon decided to use very simvnle tactice in making tho attack., "The advance

| was made in two columns, moving along parallsl roads on a narrow front, with
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tank destroyers and tanks = later reinforced by two nelf-propelled 155MM
guns ~= at the head of each ecolumn, and with infantry following in trucke
ani on foot".”2 Thia tactic allowed them to uso one aolumn as a base of firs
and manouver the other column into a position to hit the flanks and rear of
enemy units located in strongpoints alonz the axis of advance. The Task
Torce moved approximately 44 miles before it wtopved for the night and
attempted to make contuct with elements of the 90th Divieion on its rigzht
flank. fThe advance ssuth continued the following day and by nightfall the TP
was at Fort 8t, Julien, which wag within 3000 meters of the center of Netx,
The 5tk Rivision

The Sth Division, with the 24 Infantry, 10th Infantry and 1l1th Infantry
had been out of action since early November and had now received badly needed
resupply and replacements, The 9th of November was the start of the Sth
Divieion advance toward the city of Metz, The Seille River, which was normalw-
iy less thsn 20 meters wide, was now almost 200 meters wide as a result of the
tremendous rainfall, Crossing the rivar presented a significant obstacle but
“throughout the night of 8/9 November, the engineers labored to complete
bridges acrose the river and to mark the approaches for the Infantry”.73
Thore was 1ittle enemy resistance oneountered and seeure bridgeheads were
sgtablished throughout the Diviaion sector by the end of the first day. On
the second day elements of the 2d Infantry captured over 400 prisoners as the
townin of Pagny=lew Coin and Silly=en Saulnoils were sver=run, On 12 November
the attack was deliberately slowed down to allow the lines of communications
batweon the 2d Infantry and the Division main body to he restored, Later that
day, the Nied river waa reached by the 1lst and 2d Battalions, 24 Infantry,
During the night, tho lst Battalion croassei the river and occupied the town

of Angerville,
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Enemy forces made numerous unsucqcossful attemptes to destroy the dridge=
head that had been established,

The 10th and 11th Infantry fought their way north and "by the evening of
14 November, six days after the commencement of the offensive, the pincers
vere gradually clouing around Nete®,”' The 10th Tnfantry had moved as far
North as Marly and the Sth Division, although overextended, started to get
realy for the attack on the eity of Metx., Prior to moving out the 5th Divi=
sion gompleted plans for establishing contact with the 90th Division and made
final proparations on the 15th of November, The following day elsments of
the 11th Infantry were pinned down in fighting near the airfield at Frasoaty,
Two additional Battalions had to be committed to extricate the 1lth from the
enemy which was held up in the hangars and bomt shelters at the airfield.

The enemy forces contimied to fizht & determined battle in spite of high
casualties, Forces pitted against the Sth Division contimued to be elements
of the 17th 38 PG Division which had lost communications with the Met:
gurrison, Thoe Verdun forts were not finally encircled by the Americans until
the nigzht of 16 November, The German forces at the Fregcaty airfield were
finally driven off by two Infantry Battalions and the 735th Tank Battalion by
dusk on the 17%h,

‘*he city of Mets was finally encircled by the U,%. forces on 18 November
vhen elsments of the S5th Division linked up with elements of the 90th Divisien
at Point Marals, Some slements of the 5th Division entered into the city of
Metz and started to "mop up the southsrn sudburbs dlock by block, fighting
their way throagh the mase of railvay yards st Sablen".”’ The American forcss
were nov 4in poaition to entexr Metz and ever-run the enemy,

Battle Yor the City of Mats
By nightfall on 17 Novombor, the Americans surrounded the city and were
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preparing to senter,

TY Bacon, consisting of the 2nd Battalion, 3I78th Infantry, the lst Battalw
ion, 377th Infantry, and the 95th Reconnsissance Troop were located approxi-
mately Zi miles north of Motx in the vieinity of the Germarn~held Fort 8t,
Julian, The bulk of the 377th(~) and 378th Infantry Regiments had drawn up
to the Hofen Canal, parallel to the Mosalle River, just northwast of ths oity,
West of the c¢ity the proviounly encircled 37Gth Infantry Rogiment had fought
ite way to within about 2 mile frowm the Mosslle, South of Metx, elements of
the 5th Divisionts 10th and 1llth Infantry regimenta wers ovcupying the city's
louth;rn luhurbt.76 All U.8, forces ware reduged in strength becauss of
casualties ani because of forces which had to bs left behind to hold meveral
Geruan osecupied strongpoint ferts which surrounded the city.

In addition to the previously mentioned U,8, forces surrounding the
city, there wers some LOO combatant FFI people still in the city itself,

The main German strongpoint forte surroundiing the city which wers still
of fering strong resistance during the nlght of 17 Novembor were Forts St,
Julian, about 3 miles north of thae eity in TP Bacon's ssctor; Forts FPlappoe=
ville and St, Quentin approximately 3 miles weat of Metx in the 379th Infantry
Regiment's area; Forts Jeanns d'Are, Driant, and a couple of the Seven Dwarfs
further south and west of the city; Vort Verdun about 4 miles south and Fort
St, Privat on the cityls southernmoat edge, both in the 1llth Infantry Regi~
nent's aroa; and Fort Qusulen about a mile southeast of Metxs in the 10th
Infantry Regiment gector,

German forces contained within these forts by U,8, troops reduced the
number of forces available to the Serman commandar reuponsible for holding

the city of Mete,

Becsuse of the large mmber of French civilians still in the city the
Sk




Americans! use of bomding and artillery was greatly restrigted.

fenoral Kittel had the following forces, aside from those pravioualy
montloned, mvailable to hold Metz, The 1215th VG Rogiment was in the general
vicinity of Fort St, Quentin to the west of the city and was erdersd to hold
out in the fort itaelf if neceasary., Regiment Anton (1010th Security Regi-
ment) was in the vicinity of Tort Plappeville, also to tho west, The 1217th
VG Regiment staff was located intide Fort Driant and the regiment was in the
fort!s general area weast of the Mosells and south of the city, The 462 Fusil~
jer Battalion was located to the asouth and west of Matz around the Seven
Dwarfs, Comdat Group won Matsdoerf allowed itself to be surrounded in Fort
St, Privat just south of the city,

The German forces under Gsneral Kittel wers prepared to poso the Americans
a8 many problems as possible andi, although they were aware their situation
wag grave, they were only to give it up block by bdloek.

Fiehtins on 18 Novembep

Anerican efforts to entor the city of Metx keyed upon gecuring any
romainins bridges over the Moaolle River and upon the assistance of FFI forcoa
2till within Netx, Thoir situstion was severely humpsred by Genoral Kittelty
almost wholesale demolition of the bdridges in the area prior to their arrival,

The attack on 18 Novembor began with the 95th Divieionts 379th Infantry
Regimont from the west, Leaving two comparnies to contain German resistance
at the Seven Dwarfs, the lst Battalion managed to cut off Fort Jeanns d'Arec
from its rear end, By eveninz it was at the Mogelle at Moulins=les—~Metz only
to find the dridge there had been demolishod, The 1solation of Fort Jeanne
d'Arc was supported by the 3d Battalion's clearence of the suburbs to the

want of the fort, Since the bridge hai been blown and a boat crossing of the

river at that point waa not considered feasible, the 379th(=) Infantry
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Regiment was ordered to keep Forts Jeanne d'Arc and Driant contained and to
nop up any remaining Jerman resistance in the area.

The 378th(=) Infantry Regiment in the Division's sector was in dire
straita, I¢s 1lst Battalien was fully eccupied keeping Fert Plappeville con=
tained, The situation there was aggravated by the German forcess in Forts 3t,
Quentin and Plappeville bdeing able to oxshange suppliss with one another, The
German foroes in the two forte numbered about 650, Ammunition and food within
the forts was being oxpended rapidly, The Germans were willing to pay high
couts to hold the forts since they overlooked the Mosalle ani the Hofen Ganal
vhere the Americans would have to cross and the city could be fired upon fronm
forts, Hadi the Germans prestocked those positions better with food amd
amrunition they could have groatly delayed the Americanst eventual eapture
of the eity.

The Regimentls other dattalion, the 3, attempted to seize one of the
few bridges left intaet by Uenaral Kittel, the bridige from Longville asross
the Ile St, Symphorian just to the weat of Mets, Unfertunately, however, the
lermans who had been securing the bridge bdlew it just as lead American elements
began to cross, With the bridpge out it was decided that an attempt to croes
the river would be carried out on the next day, 19 ¥evenmber.

Mogt of the 377th(w) Infantry Regiment!s two battalions were located in
the northern Metx suburbs of Sansonnet and Metx Nord, While the 2d Battalion
vas attenptinz to geixe a bridge over the Hofqn Oanal to the north of the
suburbe, they were slowed consideradly by “88“?machine sang and 20-mm anti-
aircraft gunfire from an island in the river, The resistance was neutralized
by American tanks, When the battalion reached the bridge, however, they
found that it too had beean demolished btut that foot soldiers ecould still

cross over the remains, G Company of the 2d Battalion crossed and mopped
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up the remaining enomy on the islandi while engineers made the bridge suitable
for Jeaps t0 crosa, Tho 34 Battalion arrived shortly thersafter on tho

igland anil aneisted in seeuring 200 captursd German prisconers, The 377th(~}
vas thon ordered to force their way seross the Mouseclle, evan though no hoate
were available, if they could 4o 80 without taking too many casualties, As
they were preparing to cross they begen taking increasing fire from the Ielo
Chambiere which stood betweon the island the 377th(=) had taken and the
opposite shore they wers ordered to reach., Unbeknown to them General Kittel's
coumand post was located on the Isle Chambiere and he was organizing hie
troopz there for a lust etand,

TF Bacon was busny north of Metx in the viclnity of Port St. Julian, Itas
vlan for 18 November hul its 2d Battalion of the 378th Infantry Regiment
attackinz tha fort frowm the rear at 0700, At the sams time its other dattalw
o1, the 1lst Battalion of the 377th Infaniry Regiment vas to bypass the fort

‘ff and clear the sudurd of St, Julian of any resistancoe, From the sudurd they
wory to go on toward Fort Belleeroix and attempt to cross the Seille River
where it forms the northeast border of the city, Jjust south of where it joine
the Mowella, While the 2/378 approached the rear of the fort they were
crontly slowed by German troops from the garrison who had been deploycd smong

the Tfortifications. Fy early afternoon, however, they mansged to reach the

dry ditch which ran around the fort, The fort's ouly ontrance was throuch a
wary hetvy metal Jonr at Lthe end of & ceuaewsy which spanned the ditceh,

Aftur consirming that thers ware no other entrances & tank degtroyer was

- 1ilneed on the causeway about {i'ty yurds fromn ihe door. VWYhile infantry and
two 4Sanks Tired at the multitude of sun ports in the wellg of the fort {rom

| which Cerman goldiesra 0f the 1215 and V4 Regiments were dofending, the tank

?. e destroyer fired ammo plercing end hirh exrlosive rounds at the door=--%c no
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avail, The TF Bacor commarder then ordered & 155wmm self prorelled gun to de

brought up to fire on the door, After firing ten rounds at point blank range

the door to Fort St, Julian atil) stood. When the tarpget was finally changed
%0 the stonewark surroundinc the door, twenty more rounds finally caused the
glant door to fall into the fort, It was indee¢d fortunate for TF Bacon that

the Germans defendings Fort St. Jullian had ne antitank gune., Since it was

.T ..'r.)- Ve e
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dark bty the time the door was destroyed, 2/378 elected to wait until the

following day to enter and clear the fortress.

l‘)! . "."’.. ". "’.

Meanwhile 1/377 was experiencing heavy mortar fire while attempting to
1 anter the suburb of St, Julian, That fire was likely to have been fire from
an artiaircraft battery rut into position north of Fort Belleceroix by Genoral

Kittel, Ceneral Kittel claimed to have kmown of the plan for the 1/377 to

bypass Fort 8t, JTulian and had consequently poaitioned tho entiaireraflt
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] battery to fire on tanks approaching the city from the direction of Forts St.
\

F ‘ Julinn end Belleeroix. The resistance offered by the antisircraft battery

Eﬁ and the fow Jerman goldiers in the suburb did not stop the 1/377th, and led

3

by tunk destroyers, they sntered St, Julian by early afterncon, They preascd

on to Fort Bellecroix, & huge storage facility conatructed in the 18th
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century,

While Company A 1/377th moved to the rear of the fort and took & large
g; number of (Cerman prisoners, Company C lost 8 killed and 48 wounded as the
regult of a hugo explosion {rom within the fort!s northern edge near where

they were located. The oxact caune of the explosivn has never bean establighed

- but speculation has it that an ammunition storage magarine exploded, As a
Ei} result of the sxplosion, however, the 1/377th had to withdraw for the night
:: to ecare for their wounded soldiere,

%j o The 95th Reconnalssance Troop under TF Bacon was moving to the west
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- during tho battles for Forts 8t, Julian and Belleeroix in an attenpt to
eatpblish contact with the Sth Divigion'sc 10th Tnfuntry Regiment, The 10th

wae operating in the scuthern suburbts of Metr east of the Seille Liver,

.l. Al, "»’E.- Caios

The 10tk sand the 1llth Infantry Regiments had been contending with ree

W
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sistance !n their seetore from Forts Queuleu and St, Privat respectively,
Fort Queuleu had approxiwately 500 ferman troops and the 10th's efforts to
gtorm the fort wers vnsuccessful because of tho limited mumber of forces
svailable to the Americang,

Forts St., Privat and Verdun provided the 1llth Infantry Regiment problems
in their ares of operation south of Metz between the Mozelle and Seille
Rivere, The Americans c¢ontinuully fired on the forts with tauks, and each
time the flermans refused opportunities to surrender, attempts wers made to
burn. them out with white phosphorous rounds, The llth'u strength wag
dimirnighed by having to leave elements behind to contain these strongpoints,

Py nightfall on 18 November (lenoral Kittel concentrated his efforts on
the immediate defense o0f the area around his command post on the Isle Cham-
biere,

& vemb

At dawr a company sized element of the 2d Battalion, 378th Infantry

9
™
-

- Kegiment of TF¥ Bacon prepared to entasr Fort St, Julian, As they entered the

[4

?ﬁ blown door to the fort they overpowered a German NGO who was posting a sqund
to defend the ontrunce and led him at bayonet point to the fort conmander
who was persusded to surrerder Fort St. Juliun,

At about the pame time tho other battalion of TF Rgcon, the lst Dattal~
fon, 277th Infantry Regiment, was moving back intc the ares of Fort

Balleeroix, /g they woved around the rear of the fort they were vory gurrrised

to find u bridge over the Seille still intast, After defesting a small Cerman
o 59
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force defendiing the bridge, it was earily captured, At about roon & first
rifle company supported by a tank platoon crossed the br'dge into Mets but
wvae greatly hampored by extensive sniper fire, The (erman force of nearly
700 men wags not well Organized hewever, and their commander received per—
mission from General Kittel to attempt a breakout. The unitfe commander, a
Colonel Meier, was subsequently captured and by that afternocoa TF Bucon had
control of & large part of the city, That evening FFl men led unite to a
building housing a Gestapo heaiquarters vhere a few infantry supported by
two tank desiroyers neutraliczed the hesdquurters.

The 95th Reconnaimsance Troop finally managed to establish contact with
the 10th Infantry Regiment of the 5th Division east of the city near
Vallisres, Shortly before this the enemy!s other escape route was closed
by the 2d Infantry Regiment of the 5th [ivision and the G0th Divisionts Ree
connalggance Troop south of the eity,

The 377th(=~} Infantry Regiment, which had tuken up positicne on the
jsland between the Hofen Crnal and the Mosells, wera ordered to take the Isle
Chuamblere, GCeneral Xittel's headquarters ani the last strong defensive
position in the city. Ie to confusion as to where the actual croesing vas
to teke place support hombardment for the croseing fell ip the wrong place,
Poats wers made avallable and although initial American losses were heavy,
by noon a 200 yard foothold was gained on the Isle Chambiere and 300 Germen
rrisoneres had been taken, By evening the eatire 2d battalion anl une company
of the 3d battalion had crossed and had entered twd of the large barracks
corplexee on the island,

The )4 Battalion, 378th Infantry formed the ¢enter of the attack and
ware t0 cross the lele 3t, Symphorian, Under the support of very effective
ertillery and tank fire thoy casily overcame onemy positions, To their diw=

xay they soon learned that the bridgoz sonnecting the island to the ecity were
0




destroyed and that they would have to make another crossing by asesult bosts.
This croseing, which was eventually succesaful, could not be accomplished
until nearly 1700 houras, howover, because a boundary change with the 5th
Division had to be coordinated first,

The 379th Infantry Begiment was left without a suitsble erossing eite,
Having been ordered to keep Forts Jeanne d'Arc and Driant contajned and to
mop up any remaining German resistence in the area on the previoue day, they
were given responsibility for the Forts St. Quentin~-’lappeville complex on
19 November. This was as & result of the 378th(~) Infantry Regiment's request
tor & boundary change to facilitato ite crossing of the Mogelle,

€th Division urite were busily engaged south of the city. The 1llth
Infantry Regiment had all of its forces committed to containing Forts St.
Privat and Verdun and in isolated combat at Trescoty Airfield south of the
citys. This left only the 3d Battalion to take on the German forees in the
araa of the railway yards south of the city.

The 10th Infantry Regiment had units still committed around F¢t, Queuleu
but the majority of the vnit was into the east and southeastern suburbs of
the city.

Since oll major enemy escaps routes had been cut off and the divisions
rurrounding Mets were now in contact, finsl capture of the city vas only a
matter of time,

German accounts of the battle indicate that attempte were made to alr
drop supplies 1o the encireled Forts St. Quentin and Plappeville (which be~
cougse of thoir strategic locations couvld have gtill greatly complicated the
American occupation of the city) during the night of 19 November, Kecause
the Cerman soldiers were out of flaros to mark their location, the airplanes

were urable to drop the supplies to then.77
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Fightinc on 20 apd 2! Novempber
The main combat within the c¢ity during this period consisted mainly of

cenfused street fighting,

Veat of the Monelle, however, matters were more complicateé for the
379th Tnfantry. They had been ordered responsible for the take over for all
the forts still holding out on the west hank of the Megelle, By 0730 hours
on 21 November they were to attack to contain or sapture the Ferts Flappe—
ville and 8%, Quentin complex, Jeanne dlArc, the Seven Dwarfs, and Fort
Irisnt, They were promised a2¢ much supporting fire as possible but were not
to sonduet any attacke which may result in casualties] In essence, the Regiw
ment was all that the Americans were willing to expend and any remaining forgeg
in the forts would be contained until reaiy to surrender,

In addition to art$illery support being utilized in support of the 379th's
efforts, an air strike which never materializeé was planned ﬁgaiut Fort
Plarreville on 21 November, Paychological warfaze units were also employed in

trying to convinece the Germans in the forts to surrender, Their sfforis were

perhaps countoracted by the Cerman radio broadcssts, praising the ilersan
soldiers stil) defending the forts, On 23 November the 379th Infantry Begi=
nent was relieved by the 2d Infantry Begiment of the Sth Tiviaion as the 95th

Division prepared to move out to participate in the Saar campaign,

! ' Incide the ecity on the morrimg of 2C November the 378th(=) Infantry
Regiment seized their odbjective, the main railway astation, whilo TF Bacon
roported that resistance had eessed in their sector of the eity. On 21

“i Yovember TF Bacon wvas dissgolved,

'. : Ry 1200 hours om 21 November the 5th Divisiom reported that it had

M cleasred ite gouthern seetion of the city and that Fort Queuleu had at last
'.’ surrandered., That left the Verdum group snd Fort St, Privat as a concern,
o 62
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Although the commander of Fort St, Privat repeatadly refused to surrender, a
large number of his men allegedly deserted during the night of 22 November
erontly reducing this threat, On 22 November the 1lth Infantry Regiment was
able to set up its forward command post ineide the city,

As 20 November dewned on the 377th(=) Infantry Regiment, they were still
cccupying their narrow foothold on the Isle Chamdiere confronted by General
Kittel and the lagt of his defenders juside the Mundra Q.serne, The Hegim
ment'e 2d Battalion cleared the nerthorn part of lsle Chambiere by nightfall
of the 20th only after very bitter fighting., Their fight fox' the southern
and on 2] November, however, was much harder but sfter block to block fighting,
they c¢losed in on Mundra Caserne by evening, Early iu the moraing one company
cf the Battalion mansged to get into the ground floor of the barracks housing
feneral] Kittolls command post, Since the two floors above them still contained
envmy, 1t wag not until later that a tank vas able to cross the Moselle vis
# bridge conetructed by the engineers and shoot the top flsors to pieces
thereby forcing the surrender of the remaining defenders,

Turing the morning of 21 November General Kittel be:an perticipating in
the battle &8 an infantrywan and vas subsequontly wounded about 1100 hourc.78
Colonel Von 3tossel still holding out in Fort 2t, Quentin assumed commani at
thie point, Shortly aftervard General Kittel wes taken prisoner while being
sroanted for his wound, Since General Kittel had relinquished command and
since gome of the outlying forts 3till had not surrendered, Kittel refused to
surrender the garrison, This refugal denled the XX Corps the surrender
ceremony they deserved.

Pighting eontinued or the Iele Chambiere on 22 Novembar while American

troops {lushed German snldiere from the tunnel complaex of the fortress, By
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1435 hours, 22 November the 377th Infantry Regiment Commander reported that
all resistanee in the city had ceased, Although the Dattle for Metx was
of ficially over, the fight for the romaining outlying forts would eontinue

for three more weoks before the area wag turned over to the French.
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Genoral
The "Battle for Metxg" developed in an outstanding example of & deliber—

ate attack to reduce a fortified positicn, The eperation was marked by
detailed and skillful planning on the part of tbhe Third Axmy and its associ=
ated gorpw staffe, This planning was clearly the result of lessons learned
from the poorly coordinsted mnd costly operations conducted in September and
Qctodber, The operation was ccnducted without air cover in the worst of
weother eonditions,’9 Its successful execution, therefore, depended in most
part on the effective leadership of regimental and battalion commaniers who
kept their men moving and mansged limited combat support resources effieiently,
Moot important, however, to final vietory was the determination, endurance,
and aggressivensgs of the indiviiual soldier who daily contimued the attack
despite supply shortages, bad wenther, personal nisery, and fierce enemy
resistance, Their performanee at Motz put away forever the myth of the
"american ice cream soldier¥ that relied mere on material than courage to
win battles,

To the Third Army, the battle was an essential lst step to eontinue 1ite
of fengive, sgtablish a bridpgehead agross the Ssar River, and to finally
breech the fumed Gorwan "Western Wall¥, Metx was not aimply a pocket of
repistance that could be wimply by passed, The rosi net in ths aress ade
Jucart to the ¢ity was roorly developsd urd probably cculd not support the
troffie mssociated with an sxmy or corps line of communication, Additionally
the bridees setup by the divisions involved {n ths battle could net sustain
long term heavy logigtics traffice The bridge and road natwork that ran
through Nets had to be wecursd if the Third was to eontimue its drive west,&O

The perspective of the Gorman's Army Oroup G vas similar, Metx wag an
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important center from which to support its forward positions along the
Nosolle, The reteantion of Metx and its associated riverline defanse bouzht
time for the Army Group to improve its “Western Wall* fortifications and to
further delay the .S, Third Army's entry in Germany itself,®l
Significance of the Battle
Ihe Americane

General Patton's success in breaking through to the Saar which was made
poseible by the reduction of Metx, gave érodidbility to the U.S, poasition of a
broad front strategy. In the north, General Hoige's Tirst Army had met only
limited progross in its attack and was held east of the Ruhr River, If Third
Armyly attack had also failed, the British could have sagily held 21at Army
Oroupts operations ss poor diversions to the theater's main effert, This
could have eliminated for Genoral Eisenhowar any support for his broad front
ltrutcgy.az

The ¢nemy forces caucht by Third Army's attack were degisively defeatod,
The envelopment and follow on paursult destroysd large ensmy units bdeyond the
poiut of roconatitution., As a result, when Third Army established its new
line alongs the Saar, it opposzed an extremely weakenod enemy with almost no
offonaive capability., This situation greatly facilitated Third Army's later

disanzagoment to launeh ite Necomber gountor attack in the Ardannet.83

Ihe Gormang
Despits the decisive defeat of their forcea in the area, Army Group G

;5 - was able to achleve gome stratogic gains. The September and October enguge-
aents which precaded the final battle of Metx showed the value of the area's
fortification network, The Germann were then able to withdruw their more
axperionced combat troops for smployment elmevhere whils utilizings lower

quml ity units arouni Mets, The poorer Tightings capabilitiea of thess troops
66
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were partly compensated for by the Netr fortifications. This allowed thoe
(Gormans t0 releame gnod formations for the winter offansive in the Ardennes,
allowod then to galn time for the offensive, and strengsthen western defenses
boyond the Samr at the cost of only thuir mout expeniable fornutionuoau
In addition, the Oermans could use the arca to forch the Amesricans into
difficult and longthy urban battles, Thin type of combat is extremoly
deatrustive to the villages axl farms, Hewever, since it was ualikely that
this territory would sver be returned to German eontrol, they gould use it
to achlsve the maximun delay of U,S,. fnrcon.es
Army Group G, although it ineurred grcut loases, was able to delay the
Third Army, position its moroe effective units to0 dafend the Samar, snd gain
time and forces for the Ardemnnes Offensiva, It was able to maintain the
cohaalon of 1ts First Army throughout the battle and sstahlish a eontinuous
2nd defensive 11ne.86
‘> Iattlefield Lousons
The “Battle of Metu" offers mseveral important lesaons that are highly
relevant to> the Armyle prosent day application of its Airlani Bgttle doetrine,
Some of the most siguificant are as follows:

Bad Weather Oparations: An extremely notable gharacteristic of

A1rlani Battle tactics 1s the smploymeat of attuck helieopters and other air

guprort to destroy eountsar attack forcew, and to geunerally 1solates the battle=
field go that the offensive power of ground mansuver forces ean be conceantrated,
Thase oparatinong sre succsrsful, however, only if the weathor permitae the
euployment of alreraft. XX Corps founi themselves in a situation where thoir
available sirpowor could not be used, This waa compensatod for by the

affnctive employment of both dAivision and corps artillery assets, On more
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c- o than one occasion, enomy counterattacks wero disruptod und the offensiva
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momentum maintained by large concentrations of artillery fire. Until wuch
timoe when the air assets available to support corms operations are truly
Yall=woather”, 1t would weem that the employment of artillery should be mors
carafully considered in wargaming offensive courses of zetion, 1In light of
the Army's experience at Metz, wargaming under coniitions of unfavorable
weather should bo the rule rather than the exception imn staff operations,

Commander's intent: The “Byttle of Netr" reaffirmed the importance
of a sutordinate’s understaniing of his commanisr%s intent in an operation,
Corps, division and regimental conmaniers were abtle to effectively recon—
figure thelr forces, ghange their main effort, and redirect their combat
support to meet changing slituations without diverting their attention from
vhat was to be accomplished. Ths early erosusing of the 95th Infantry Divi-
sion, the redireetion of the 10th Armored Division, and the fermation of Taszk
Force BacOn were sll diversions from the original plan that commandors were
able to improvise because they knew what end result was aexpegted,

Training during Gombat: One important aspesct that is often neglected
in the study of tactics is the conduet of unit training during & war. A key
elenment in the success of the U,S, Army in the "Battle of Metz" was the
special training in fortification fighting eonlucted beforo the November
assault, The 90th and 95th division units had practicei the technijues neces=
sary to storm and defeat the Nety fortifications, Without this training, they
would have botn gubjoected to hirgh casunlties, The Army ne«ds to insure that
its corps are organired and orientad to conluct such training in future
conflictz, Without this capability, U.8. units may find 1t difficult to deal
with new threat battlefield tactics or to emnloy new weapons and tactics

introdaced durinz the conflict,
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