Noemfoor Read Ahead

The read ahead for the Battle of Noemfoor is a compilation of four different sources.

The first source is from the Center for Military History Publication 5-8-1 (The Approach
to the Philippines) and provides some background to the Noemfoor operation, the
execution of it, as well as some of the results that came from the seizing of the island.

The second source is the Army Air Forces in World War I, Volume 4; The Pacific:
Guadalcanal to Saipan: August 1942 to July 1944, which also provides a condensed
history of the Battle of Noemfoor.

The last two sources are AARs from CTF 77 and the 503rd Parachute Infantry
Regiment. These sources provide the reader with some background of the battle for the
naval and airborne perspectives. Each also provides some AAR comments which could
have been used in support of future operations.
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CHAPTER XVII

Operations on Noemfoor Island

Even before the Hurricant Task Force
had landed on Biak, planners at General
MacArthur’s headquarters had considered
the possible necessity for occupying addi-
tional islands in Geelvink Bay to protect the
gains achieved at Biak. With the initial re-
verses of the Hurricane Task Force, con-
tinuing enemy air attacks against Biak, and
growing indications that the Japanese might
be attempting to reinforce that island, ex-
pansion to near-by enemy bases began to
appear an imminent necessity. Moreover,
occupation of another island near Biak
would provide an additional air base from
which the Allied Air Forces could dominate
the Vogelkop Peninsula, where another op-
cration was soon to take place. If; as ap-
peared likely during the first week of June,
there was to be considerable delay in mak-
ing the fields on Biak operational, the move
to the Vogelkop might have to be postponed.
On 4 June, therefore, General Headquar-
ters began preparations for the seizure of
Noemfoor Island, which lay about midway
between Biak and the Japanese base at
Manockwari on the northeast tip of the
Vogelkop Peninsula.*

! Memo, G-3 GHQ Plng Sec for ACofS G-3 GHQ
SWPA, no sub, 4 Jun 44, in G-3 GHQ Jnl, 4 Jun
44; Rad, GHQ SWPA to ArLamo, C-13296, 5 Jun
44, in AraMo G-3 Jnl Noemfoor, 6—19 Jun 44. As
it had for previous operations, ALamo Force kept
a separate set of records concerning the Noemfoor
operation.

The Noemfoor Plan

Noemfoor was used by the Japanese as a
staging area for troops moving to reinforce
the Biak Detachment. Japanese barges could
make the run from Manokwari to western
Noemfoor, a distance of about 60 nautical
miles, during the hours of darkness, and
another overnight run would take reinforce-
ments the additional 75 nautical miles to
western Biak. Two other reasons dictated
the choice of Noemfoor. First, the Japanese
had constructed or partially completed three
airdromes on the island. The Allies could
quickly repair those fields for fighters and
bombers which could cover the advance to
the Vogelkop. Finally, Allied occupation of
Noemfoor would deny to the Japanese a
base from which the sea lanes west of Biak
could be threatened.

The Terrain and the Enemy

Noemfoor, roughly circular in shape, con-
sists of a series of limestone and coral ter-
races, a topography in many ways similar to
that of Biak but not as rough. The highest
point on Noemfoor is about 670 feet above
sea level, its greatest north-south length is
about fifteen miles, and its width approxi-
mately twelve and a half miles. Most of the
natives, about 5,000 in all, lived in a num-
ber of coastal hamlets. The island had ex-
perienced little commercial development be-
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fore the war, there were no towns of any
importance, and port facilities were lacking.
Land communications consisted of native
tracks skirting the coast line and connecting
the many villages. (Map 17)

Inland, the terrain is fairly rugged, al-
though there are some large flat areas on the
northern and southwestern sections of the
coast. Dense rain forest grows everywhere
except along a few strips of the beach, and
along the banks of tidal inlets where heavy
mangrove swamps are found. The island is
completely surrounded by coral reefs, be-
hind which are beaches of many types—
sand, forest, mangrove swamp, or rocky
shore. Seaward approaches to the island are
deep and free of navigational hazards, per-
mitting large ships to draw up to the outer
edges of the reefs both day and night. The
best landing areas, considering both reef
and beach conditions, are on the northwest
shore, near Menoekwari West and Kamiri.?

It is not known when the Japanese first
occupied Noemfoor, but early in 1944 they
began to construct airfields there in accord-
ance with their policy of strengthening their
new strategic main line of resistance in west-
ern New Guinea. By the end of May the
Japanese had completed two fields on
Noemfoor: Namber Drome on the south-
west coast and Kamiri Drome on the north-
west. On the north-central coast, about four
miles east of Kamiri Drome, the Japanese
had left unfinished a third airfield, desig-
nated Kornasoren Drome. The only other
construction of note was some widening of

* AGS SWPA, Terrain Handbook No. 27, “Schou-
ten Islands,” 12 May 44, copy in OCMH files;
Avramo Force, G-2 Photo Int Sec Rpt 135, 13 Jun
44, in Aramo G-3 Jnl Noemfoor, 6-19 Jun 44.
Menoeckwari West is not to be confused with Man-
okwari on the Vogelkop Peninsula nor with Men-
ockwari South, a village located on the southern
coast of Noemfoor.
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native trails to serve as motor roads between
the airfields.

In mid- June, realizing that the Japanese
were using Noemfoor as a way station for
troops moving to reinforce Biak and con-
sidering it probable that the Japanese would
expect an Allied invasion of the island, the
Aramo Force G—2 Section estimated that
the Japanese garrison on Noemfoor com-
prised 2,850 to 3,250 troops, with a combat
strength of 1,600 to 2,000 men. Most of
the combat troops were believed to be mem-
bers of the 3d Battalion, 219th Infantry,
35th Division. Other combat units of that
division and at least a company of the 36th
Division were also thought to be stationed
on the island. The Japanese were known to
have concentrated their strength at the air-
fields, and the largest single body of Japa-
nese was believed to be stationed at Kamiri
Drome.”’

Intelligence officers estimated that since
the Japanese probably considered Noemfoor
only a delaying position, they would make
few efforts to reinforce it. No naval inter-
ference was expected because, after the
fiascos of the KON and A-GO Operations,
most of the Combined Fleet had retired to
homeland or Philippine waters, leaving only
a few destroyers and one light cruiser in the
western New Guinea area. Some reaction
by Japanese aircraft was expected, but not
on the scale attempted at Biak. Allied air-
craft could keep Japanese fields within range
of Noemfoor out of operation most of the
time and, in co-operation with Seventh
Fleet PT boats, could stop most overwater

3 ALamo Force, G-2 Est of Enemy Sit with Re-
spect to Noemfoor Island, 15 Jun 44, in ArLamo
G—4 Jnl Wakde-Biak, 6-15 Jun 44; ArLamo Force,
G-2 Daily Rpt 200, 2 Jul 44, in ALaMo G—4 ]Jnl
Noemfoor, 27 May-8 Jul 44; Aramo Force FO
19, 21 Jun 44, in G-3 GHQ Junl, 25 Jun 44.
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reinforcing movements of the scale the
Japanese could mount.*

Allied estimates of Japanese strength on
Noemfoor were too high, for there were not
more than 2,000 Japanese on the island.
Probably not more than 900 of these could
be counted infantry effectives. In addition
to the 2,000 Japanese, there were 600-odd
Formosan laborers and approximately 500
Javanese slave laborers. The 3d Battalion,
219th Infantry, contained the bulk of the
combat troops, but there were also present
about 180 men of the 2d Battalion, 219 In-
fantry, and a like number of the 222d Infan-
try, 36th Division, troops which had been
unable to reach Biak. The Japanese garrison
on Noemfoor was commanded by a Colonel
Shimizu, who was also the commanding of-
ficer of the 219th Infantry. Another unit,
commanded by a Major Mori, but appar-
ently under Colonel Shimizu’s operational
control, seems to have been a provisional
organization containing mostly armed serv-
ice personnel and numbering about 600
men.*

The Aramo G-2 Section was correct in
assuming that an invasion of Noemfoor
would come as no surprise to the Japanese.
Colonel Shimizu had estimated as early as 1
June that the Allies would soon invade the
island in the vicinity of Kamiri Drome. For

* Annex G, Int, to CTF 77 Opn Plan 6-44, 22
Jun 44, in G-3 GHQ Jnl, 27 Jun 44; Aramo Force
FO 19, 21 Jun 44, in G-3 GHQ ]Jnl, 25 Jun 44;
Rad, ALamo Adv Hq to ALamo Rear Hq, WH-723,
23 Jun 44, in ALamo G-3 Jnl Noemfoor, 19-24 Jun
44 Aramo Force, G-2 Est of Enemy Sit with Re-
spect to Noemfoor Island, 15 Jun 44, in AvLamo
G—4 Jnl Wakde-Biak, 615 Jun 44.

"Hist of 2d Area Army, pp. 58, 67; 24 Army
Opns, p. 6; 5-2, 503d Prcht Inf Regt, Enemy Order
of Battle Noemfoor Island, 20 Sep 44, in 503d
Prcht Inf, S-2 Rpt, Noemfoor Opns; CyTF Hist
Rpt Noemfoor, p. 16. The complete names of
Shimizu and Mori cannot be ascertained from avail-
able records.
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reasons unknown, the colonel later changed
his guess and began making extensive defen-
sive preparations along the north coast at
Kornasoren Drome. During the night of
22-23 June, the colonel’s men discovered
an Allied reconnaissance party which,
brought to Noemfoor by P'I"’s, was attempt-
ing to obtain accurate information concern-
ing reef and tide conditions off Kamiri.
When no American landing was immedi-
ately forthcoming, Colonel Shimizu re-esti-
mated that the invasion of Noemfoor would
occur at the Kamiri Drome area during the
first week of July.® His estimate was soon to
prove remarkably accurate.

Organization of the Forces

On 5 June 1944 General MacArthur in-
formed General Krueger that the Noemfoor
operation was to take place under Aramo
Force direction. At the same time General
Krueger was warned that operations on the
Vogelkop Peninsula were to follow close
upon the occupation of Noemfoor. General
MacArthur’s planners wanted to use a regi-
mental combat team of the 6th Infantry
Division at Noemfoor,” but General Krue-
ger planned to employ that division for the
Vogelkop invasion, and therefore secured
General MacArthur’s approval to send the
158th Regimental Combat Team against
Noemfoor. The latter unit was then at
Wakde-Sarmi, and provision had to be
made to speed shipment of the 6th Division

¢ CyTF Hist Rpt Noemfoor, pp. 17-18; CTF 77
[Comdr, Naval Attack Force], Noemfoor Opn—Rpt
on, 16 Jul 44, pp. 1-2; ArLamo Force, G-2 Est of
Enemy Sit with Respect to Noemfoor Island, 15
Jun 44, in Aramo G—4 Jnl Wakdke-Biak, 6-15
Jun 44.

"Memo, G-3 GHQ Plng Sec for ACofS G-3
GHQ SWPA, no sub, 4 Jun 44, in G-3 GHQ ]nl,
4 Jun 44; Rad, GHQ SWPA to Aramo, C-13296,
5 Jun 44, in ALAMo G-3 Jnl Noemfoor, 6-19 Jun 44.
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there so that the 158th could prepare for
the Noemfoor operation.®

As in previous operations along the New
Guinea coast, General Krueger was made
responsible for co-ordinating air, naval, and
ground planning for Noemfoor. He sched-
uled an interservice planning conference for
16 June, a date to which Allied Naval Forces
planners objected. Most of the important
naval planners were at least a day away from
Avramo Force headquarters, and, moreover,
the Allied Naval Forces did not believe that
enough intelligence data was on hand for
planning purposes. General Krueger, on the
other hand, considered available data suffi-
cient, and held the conference as scheduled.
The Allied Naval Forces was represented
only by one officer from the staff of the VII
Amphibious Force, Seventh Fleet.?

At the conference it immediately became
apparent that, as usual, the provision of air
support for the landing was the major prob-
lem. Allied Air Forces held that since car-
rier-based aircraft were not available, a
minimum of two fighter groups would have
to be based at Biak before the Noemfoor
operation could be initiated. General Ken-
ney, the air commander, estimated that
Mokmer Drome could be used by 20 June

® Rad, ALamo Adv Hq to ALamo Rear Hq, WH—
227, 6 Jun 44, in ALamo Adv Hq G-3 Jnl Wakde—
Biak, 6-7 Jun 44; Rad, ALamo Adv Hq to TTF,
WH-315, 9 Jun 44, in ALamo Adv Hq G-3 Jnl
Wakde-Biak, 9-10 Jun 44; Memo, ACofS G-3
Aramo to ACofS G—4 ALamo, ALamo AAO, and
Avamo FAO, no sub, 7 Jun 44, and Rad, GHQ
SWPA to Aramo, C-13742, 15 Jun 44, last two
docs in ALamo G-3 Jnl Noemfoor, 6-19 Jun 44.
See also abovc,

°Rad, GHQ SWPA to AAF, SWPA, ANF SWPA,
Avramo, and USASOS, CX-13693, 14 Jun 44, Rad,
Com7thFlt to ALamo, 15 Jun 44, and Rad, ALamo
to CTF 76, WF-8059, 15 Jun 44, all three in
Aramo G-3 Jnl Noemfoor, 6-19 Jun 44; Rad,
Aramo to GHQ SWPA, WF-3357, 17 Jun 44, in
G-3 GHQ Jnl, 17 Jun 44.
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without further interference from the Biak
Detachment and that the airfield then being
constructed on Owi Island, off southeastern
Biak, would be ready on 25 June. Upon
completion, each field would be able to ac-
commodate one group of fighters. These
aircraft would need a few days to become
acquainted with the target areas on Noem-
foor. Finally, while the concentration of
troops and supplies for ground elements
scheduled to land on Noemfoor could be
accomplished by 26 June, it would be nec-
essary to allow these forces time for rehear-
sal, and more time would be needed for
loading. The combination of these factors
led General Krueger to believe that 30 June
would be the earliest practicable date upon
which the Noemfoor landing could take
place. This date was approved by General
MacArthur.®

On 20 June a second planning conference
was held at General Krueger’s headquar-
ters, this time attended by the commanders
of all the major air, ground, and naval units
participating in the Noemfoor operation. It
was discovered that the 30 June target date
was optimistic. First, additional time was
needed for rehearsing the amphibious phases
of the operation. Next, General Kenney
wanted the landing delayed until a second
runway could be completed on Owi Island.
It still appeared possible that the Biak De-
tachment might delay full use of Mokmer
Drome for some time, and the expansion of
the Owi strip was believed necessary to pro-
vide a safe airfield for fighters supporting

Rad, ALamo Adv Hq to ALamo Rear Hq, WH-
494, 15 Jun 44, in Aamo Adv Hq G-3 Jnl Wakde-
Biak, 15-16 Jun 44; Ltr, AAF SWPA to GHQ
SWPA, sub: TasLeTennis Opn, 17 Jun 44, and
Rad, ALamo to GHQ SWPA, WF-3357, 17 Jun
44, last two docs in G-3 GHQ Jnl, 17 Jun 44; GHQ
SWPA OI 55, 17 Jun 44, in G-3 GHQ ]Jnl, 18
Jun 44,
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the Noemfoor landing. The additional con-
struction on Owi could not be completed
until 30 June. Finally, more time was
needed to move forward to the staging area
(Wakde—Sarmi) a number of LCM’s and
LCT’s which were to participate in the
landing. Therefore, General Krueger se-
cured approval from General MacArthur
to postpone the landing until 2 July. With
the date settled, other points of air, ground,
and naval co-ordination were discussed by
the conferees, and agreement on all impor-
tant issues was soon reached. The com-
manders returned to their respective head-
quarters which, within a few days, produced
the necessary field orders, operations in-
structions, or other final plans.™

For the Noemfoor operation the 158th
Regimental Combat Team, reinforced, was
designated the CycroNE Task Force. The
task force and combat team commander
was Brig. Gen. Edwin D. Patrick, who had
commanded the same combat team and the
Tornapo Task Force at Wakde-Sarmi. The
CycronE Task Force staff was formed by
members of ALamo Force headquarters, the
158th Infantry, No. 62 Works Wing of the
Royal Australian Air Force, and other units
attached to ALamo Force for the operation.
The total combat strength of the task force
was approximately 8,000 men, of whom
over 7,000 were to land on D Day.*

“Rad, ALamo to GHQ SWPA, WF-3961, 20
Jun 44, in Aramo G-3 Jnl Noemfoor, 19-24 Jun
44; Rad, GHQ SWPA to Aramo, ANF SWPA,
AATF SWPA ¢t al.,, CX-13999, 21 Jun 44, in G-3
GHQ Jnl, 21 Jun 44; CTF 77 Noemfoor Opn Rpt,
p. 2.

> Major combat units were the 158th Infantry,
the 147th Field Artillery Battalion (105-mm.), the
116th Antiaircraft Artillery Group (of two bat-
talions and three additional batteries), a platoon of
the 603d Tank Company, a 4.2-inch mortar com-
pany of the 641st Tank Destroyer Battalion, the
27th Engineers, the Shore Battalion of the 593d
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The principal mission of the CycLoONE
Task Force was to seize airdrome sites which
were to be quickly developed so that Allied
aircraft could support operations west of
Noemfoor. The task force was initially to
prepare facilities for two groups of fighters
and half a squadron of night fighters and
later to expand these facilities for an addi-
tional fighter group, two squadrons of medi-
um bombers, and two squadrons of light
bombers. To accomplish the necessary air-
field construction, service units of the
CycrLoNE Task Force were to include two
American engineer aviation battalions and
No. 62 Works Wing. With an excellent rec-
ord of achievement at Aitape as engineer of
the PersecurioNn Task Force, the com-
mander of the Australian works wing,
Group Capt. W. A. C. Dale (RAAF), was
appointed engineer of the CycLone Task
Force.

The service units assigned to the task
force numbered about 5,500 men, among
whom approximately 3,000 were to be en-
gaged in airdrome construction. Other serv-
ice troops included the usual medical,
quartermaster, ordnance, and signal units
needed for a small amphibious operation.
Air force units scheduled to arrive on Biak
after the airfields were completed totaled
some 10,000 men. Air operations from
Noemfoor were to be controlled initially by
No. 10 Operational Group, Royal Austral-
ian Air Force, and later by the Fifth Air
Force’s 309th Bombardment Wing (H).
The first aircraft scheduled to operate from
Noemfoor were to be Australian, and Fifth
Air Force planes were to follow on a date

Engineer Boat and Shore Regiment, a boat com-
pany of the 543d Engineer Boat and Shore Regi-
ment (both the latter from the 3d Engineer Special
Brigade), and the Support Battery, 2d Engineer
Special Brigade.
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governed by the extent of airfield con-
struction.”

The amphibious phase of the Noemfoor
operation was to be directed by Rear Adm,.
William M. Fechteler as the Commander,
Naval Attack Force.* Admiral Fechteler
divided his Attack Force into three groups.
The Covering Force, under the command of
Rear Adm. Russell S. Berkey (USN), con-
tained 1 heavy cruiser, 2 light cruisers, and
10 destroyers. Admiral Fechteler retained
command over the Main Body, consisting of
15 destrovers, 8 LST’s, 8 LCT’s, 4 patrol
craft (PC’s}, 1 tug, and 14 LCI's (includ-
ing 3 rocket-equipped LCI’s and 2 LCI’s
transporting demolition experts and their
equipment for blasting approaches for land-
ing craft through the reefs). An LCT-LCM
Unit, commanded by Lt. Comdr. James S.
Munroe (USNR), contained 3 PC’s, 5
LCT’s, and 40 LCM’s, the latter manned
by Company A, 543d Engineer Boat and
Shore Regiment. A Beach Party and two
Reinforcement Groups (the latter arriv-
ing after D Day) completed the naval
organization,”

*GHQ SWPA OI 55, 17 Jun 44, in G-3 GHQ
Jnl, 18 Jun 44; Aramo Force Opns Rpt Noemfoor,
pp. 3-5; CyTF Hist Rpt Noemfoor, pp. 1-3; 3d
ESB COpns Rpt, Jul 44, n.p.; 5th AF OI 3, 22 Jun
44, in G-3 GHQ Jnl, 25 Jun 44; CyTF FO 1, 23
Jun 44, in file of CyTF's FO's.

*The Attack Force was administratively desig-
nated Task Force 77, and contained the bulk of the
combat elements of the VII Amphibious Force, U. S.
Scventh Fleet, as well as Australian units. Admiral
Fechteler, deputy commander of the VII Amphibi-
ous Force, was in command of that force from May
until early July, its regular commander, Rear Adm.
Dhaniel E. Barbey, being temporarily absent on other
duty.

B CTF 77 Opn Plan 6-44, 22 Jun 44, in G-3
GHQ Jnl, 27 Jun 44; CTF 77 Nocmfoor Opn Rpt,
p- 3. The Covering Force had two sections: onc
under Commodore John A, Collins (RAN), con-
taining 1 heavy cruiser and 4 destroyers, was known
administratively as Task Force 74 ; the other section,
under Admiral Berkey and containing 2 light cruis-
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The bulk of the air missions in support of
the landing were to be flown by the U. S.
Fifth Air Force, now under Maj. Gen. Ennis
(. Whitehead. The newly arrived Thir-
teenth Air Force, under Maj. Gen. St. Clair
Streett, was to have a share in the support,
as were Australian and Dutch planes. Also
available was Task Force 73, the Seventh
Fleet’s land-based aircraft, which flew under
the operational control of the Allied Air
Forces.™

Initially, ALamo Force Reserve for the
Noemfoor operation was the 503d Para-
chute Infantry Regiment. This unit, sta-
tioned at Hollandia, was to be prepared for
airhorne movement to Noemfoor on C—47’s
of the 54th Troop Carrier Wing, Fifth Air
Force. Since there were not enough C-47's
available to move the entire regiment at
one time, provision was made to fly 1t for-
ward in battalion groups."” Late during the
planning for Noemfoor, General Krueger,
concerned lest the ground situation on
Noemfoor on D Day require overwater
reinforcements as well, alerted the 34th
Infantry, then on Biak, to prepare for water-
borne movement to Noemfoor on twenty-
four hours’ notice. He requested and

ers and 6 destroyers, was Task Force 75. The de-
stroyers of the Main Body were also divided into
Fire Support Groups.

¥ 5th AF OI 3, 22 Jun 44, in G-3 GHQ Jnl, 25
Jun 44; ANF SWPA Opn Plan 8-44, 17 Jun 44, in
G-3 GHQ Jnl, 20 Jun 44; 13th AF OI 2, 27 Jun 44,
in G-3 GHQ Jnl, 1 Jul 44; AAF SWPA OI 55, 20
Jun 44, in G-3 GHQ Jnl, 20 Jun 44. General Ken-
ney had previously commanded the Fifth Air Force,
but, on 15 June, the headquarters of that unit be-
came Headquarters, Far Eastern Air Force, under
which were placed both the Fifth and Thirteenth Air
Forces. General Whitchead’s previous command,
the Advance Echelon, Fifth Air Force [Advon5AF],
then became Headquarters, Fifth Air Force.

" Aramo Force FO 19, 21 Jun 44, in G-3 GHQ
Jnl, 25 Jun 44; 5th AF OI 3, 22 Jun 44, in G-3
GHQ Jnl, 25 Jun 44; Avramo Force Opns Rpt
Noemfoor, p. 7.
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obtained from the VII Amphibious Force
the use of ten LCI’s, which were to stand
by off Biak at Mios Woendi pending a
decision on the necessity for moving the
34th Infantry to Noemfoor.®

The CycronNe Task Force had no spe-
cific reserve set aside as such for the landing.
The Task Force Shore Party, however, con-
sisting of engineer and quartermaster units,
was to assemble the equivalent of three rifle
companies for combat missions upon call
from General Patrick. The reserve for the
158th Infantry was to be Company K, re-
inforced by a heavv machine gun platoon
from Company M. The 1st Platoon, 603d
Tank Company, once ashore, was to assem-
ble to assist the attack of the 158th Infantry
and, until needed for this task, could be con-
sidered as a mobile reserve.*

Logistics and Tactics

The logistic plan for Noemfoor was sim-
ilar to that for earlier operations along the
New Guinea coast. As usual, the transpor-
tation of men and supplies to the forward
area was a responsibility of the Allied Naval
Forces until relieved by the Services of Sup-
ply. The date for the transfer of this respon-

¥ Aramo Force Opns Rpt Noemfoor, p. 7; Rad,
Avamo to CTF 77 and 76, WF-1172, 28 Jun 44,
and Rad, CTF 76 to Aramo, 29 Jun 44, both in
Aramo G-2 Jnl Wakde-Biak, 16 Jun—10 Jul 44.

* CyTF FO 1, 23 Jun 44, in file of CyTF’s FO’s;
158th Inf FO 1, 26 Jun 44, in 158th Inf Jnl file, 22
Jun-31 Aug 44. The Shore Party consisted of the
Shore Battalion, 593d Engineer Boat and Shore
Regiment, an amphibian truck company, a company
of the 27th Engineers, and various quartermaster de-
tachments. It -was under the Commanding Officer,
593d Engineer Boat and Shore Regiment. Naval
plans and reports for the Noemfoor operation con-
sistently refer to the 3d Battalion, 158th Infantry,
as the reserve battalion. Actually, this battalion was
to follow the other two ashore and assemble for of-
fensive operations rather than hold itself ready as a
reserve.
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sibility was not set prior to D Day.® The
assault elements of the CycLoNE Task Force
were to carry with them ten days’ supply of
rations, clothing, unit equipment, fuels, lu-
bricants, medical supplies, and motor main-
tenance matériel. All weapons except the
4.2-inch mortars were to be supplied with
two units of fire; the mortars were to have
four units. Provision for resupply was sim-
ilar to that of previous operations. Ulti-
mately, thirty days of supply of all matériel
(except engineer construction equipment)
and three units of fire for all weapons were
to be built up at Noemfoor. Engineer con-
struction supplies were to be brought for-
ward as necessary.”

There were no critical shortages and no
supply problems other than relatively minor
difficulties concerned with loading and un-
loading. The Naval Attack Force did not
want any bulk supplies loaded on LST’s of
the D-Day echelon, but planned that all
supplies would be carried packed on vehicles
transported by the LST’s. This plan was
prompted by Admiral Fechteler’s wish to
pull the LST’s away from Noemfoor as
quickly as possible, since he felt there might
be a strong enemy air reaction to the land-
ing, a reaction which, because of possibly
adverse weather conditions, the Fifth Air
Force might not be able to counter. After
conferences with the task force and ALamo
Force supply sections, however, Admiral
Fechteler agreed to bulk-load 200 tons of
cargo on each LST of the D-Day echelon,
provided that a 100-man unloading detail
for each ship were made available. The 6th

® GHQ SWPA OI 55, 17 Jun 44, in G-3 GHQ
Jnl, 18 Jun 44. The transfer of responsibility from’
ANF SWPA to USASOS SWPA was not made until
1 Sep, according to GHQ SWPA OI 55/2, 26 Aug
44 in G-3 GHQ Jnl, 18 Jun 44.

* QyTF Adm O 1, 24 Jun 44, atchd to CyTF FO
1, 23 Jun 44, in file of CyTF FO's.
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Infantry Division, at Wakde—Sarmi, was
called upon to provide 800 men for the un-
loading. These men were to return to
Wakde—Sarmi on the LST’s they unloaded
and were not to be committed to combat
operations on Noemfoor. Admiral Fechteler
also believed it necessary to make roller con-
veyors available to unload the bulk cargo at
Noemfoor, and ALamo Force procured ade-
quate lengths of these conveyors from stocks
in eastern New Guinea bases.”

In many essentials, the landing plans for
Noemfoor were very similar to those used at
Biak. Like the latter island, Noemfoor was
surrounded by coral reefs which were barely
covered by water even at high tide. There-
fore, as at Biak, LVT’s and DUKW’s were
to make up the assault landing waves for
Nocemfoor. Again, LCM’s and LCT’s were
to be run up on the reef and over it if pos-
sible, probable damage to these craft having
to be accepted because of the importance
of their cargoes of tanks, trucks, bulldozers,
and engineer equipment. LCT’s and LST’s
were to beach at the outer edge of the recf,
their troops and vehicles to go ashore over
the reef. DUKW’s and LVT’s were to aid
in the unloading of the LST’s.

In one major essential the Noemfoor
landing plan differed radically from that em-
ployed at Biak. At the latter island the
Hurricane Task Force had used a beach
which, while within easy marching distance
of the principal objectives and the main con-
centration of enemy troops, was relatively
undefended. But at Noemfoor, the landing
was to be madc in the face of the enemy’s
strongest defenses, known to be located in

* Memo, Asst ACofS G—4 ALamo for QM Aramo,
no sub, 20 Jun 44, in Aramo G—4 Jnl Noemfoor, 27
May-8 Jul 44; Rad, ALamo to TTF (for CG 6th
Inf Div) WF-4393, 22 Jun 44, in Avamo G-3 Jnl
Noemfoor, 19-24 Jun 44,
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the Kamiri Drome area. Yellow Beach, as
the landing area was designated, extended
approximately 800 yards along the western
end of the airfield, which was situated al-
most at the high water mark. The reef pre-
sented fewer hazards there than elsewhere,
since it was somewhat narrower than at most
other points along the island’s coast. The
relative narrowness of the reef at Kamiri
would also permit LCI’s, LCT’s, LCM’s,
and LST’s to approach to within 450 yards
of the beach, which, at the airfield, was be-
lieved to be firm. Moreover, landing at Yel-
low Beach had the advantage of placing the
assault troops immediately on their ob-
jective, permitting a rapid seizure of Kamiri
Drome before the Japanese could recover
from the shock of the naval and air bom-
bardments. Enemy forces on the island
would be split, and those stationed at
Namber and Kornasoren Dromes would be
isolated.

To insure that the assault troops would
get ashore with minimum casualties, the
landing plan demanded the heaviest naval
bombardment vet delivered in the South-
west Pacific area. Two and one-half times
the amount of ammunition normally
thought necessary to neutralize the landing
area was to be expended against Yellow
Beach and its environs. Any miscarriage of
plans, it was realized, would allow the Jap-
anese to recover from this bombardment
and inflict serious losses on the landing
waves. Admiral Fechteler recognized that
the landing plan called for ideal conditions
of wind and sea, and he planned to postpone
the assault if unfavorable weather condi-
tions prevailed on the morning of 2 July.
The landing itself was scheduled for 0800,
fifty-seven minutes after sunrise. This hour
was later than customary for landings along
the New Guinea coast, but it had the double
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purpose of allowing more naval gunfire to
be laid on the beach with accuracy and in-
suring proper beach identification. The plan
of naval support fire, except for its volume,
was similar to that of previous operations, as
was the composition and timing of assault
waves.®

The Landing

The CycLonE Task Force was formally
organized on 21 June, when General Pat-
rick, in order to co-ordinate his final plan-
ning with that of other organizations con-
cerned with the Noemfoor operation, set up
a temporary command post near ALAMO
Force’s rear headquarters at Finschhafen.
General Patrick’s plan of operations was
approved by General Krueger on 22 June
and published as CycroxE Task Force Field
Order No. 1 the next day. General Patrick
and his staff then returned to the Wakde—
Sarmi area to complete final preparations
for the Noemfoor operation. A rehearsal for
amphibian vehicles was held on 28 June,
and final loading of the assault ships was
finished soon thereafter.*

Approach and Bombardment

The LCT-LCM Unit, escorted by three
PC’s, left Toem on 29 June and sailed for
Biak, where the landing craft had a twenty-
four hour layover. Two LCI’s, carrying most
of the troops who were to move to Noemfoor

aboard LCM’s, accompanied the unit as far
as Biak. The Main Body of the Attack Force

® CTF 77 Opn Plan 6-44, 22 Jun 44, in G-3
GHQ Jnl, 27 Jun 44; CTF 77 Noemfoor Opn Rpt,
pp. 4, 20-21; CyTF FO 1, 23 Jun 44, in file of
CyTF FO’s; ALamo Force Opns Rpt Noemfoor, p.
8; CyTF Hist Rpt Noemfoor, p. 7.

* CTF 77 Noemfoor Opns Rpt, p. 8; CyTF Hist
Rpt Noemfoor, pp. 7-8; ArLaMo Force Opns Rpt
Noemfoor, p. 3.
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departed Toem at 1800 on 30 June, arriving
off southeastern Biak about 1740 hours on
1 July. The LCM troops then left the LCI's
for their own craft, and 8 of the 13 LCT’s
were taken in tow by LST’s of the Main
Body, which immediately sailed for Noem-
foor. The 8 LCT’s were towed to Noemfoor
in order that they might be available to un-
load equipment from the LS8T’s during the
first phases of the assault. The rest of the
LCT-LCM Unit, consisting now of 5
LCT’s, 40 LCM’s, and 3 PC’s, proceeded
behind the Main Body at best speed, arriv-
ing off Noemfoor not much more than half
an hour after the Main Body.*

The Main Body began deploying off Yel-
low Beach about 0500 on D Day, 2 July.
Various sections of the Main Body, includ-
ing accompanying destroyers, were released
from formation during the predawn hours
to take up assigned control or fire support
stations. About 0700 the assault ships
stopped while the LST’s cast off their LC'T
tows. As a result of this halt, the Main Body
arrived at the transport area, about 3,000
yards offshore, approximately ten minutes
late, and the LST’s were delayed an addi-
tional five minutes in completing their de-
ployment. However, the LST’s then steamed
on to their stations with bow doors open and
ramps half lowered, thus speeding launch-
ing of LVI’s and DUKW?’s of the assault
waves and making up all the lost time.

Four control craft had already arrived on
station, two at the line of departure about
1,000 yards beyond the outer edge of the
reef and two more at the reef’s edge. Heavy
haze, caused by the smoke and dust of the
prelanding air and naval bombardments,
obscured Yellow Beach and the control

¥ CTF 77 Noemfoor Opn Rpt, p. 9; Ltr, Maj
Robert M. Luby [3d ESB Obsr] toe CG 3d ESB, sub:
Obsr’s Rpt, Noemfoor Opn, 11 Jul 44, in binder
entitled 3d ESB Opns Rpt, Jul 44.
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boats, which could not be seen from a dis-
tance of more than 500 yards. The control
boats therefore turned on white flood lights,
enabling the assault craft to obtain correct
bearings for the run to the beach.

The naval bombardment was carried out
by the Covering Force, augmented by de-
stroyers of the Main Body. The Covering
Force had formed at the Admiralty Islands,
whence it had sailed westward to reach a
point about thirty miles southeast of Biak
at 1900 hours on 1 July. Proceeding toward
Noemfoor about ten miles ahead of the
Main Body, the Covering Force made a few
radar contacts with Japanese aircraft, but
its trip was otherwise without incident. The
force moved into assigned fire support areas
in time to begin its bombardment on sched-
ule at H minus 80 minutes.

One heavy cruiser (HMAS Australia)
and four destroyers bombarded Yellow
Beach and its flanks from H minus 80 to H
minus 30 minutes, while two American light
cruisers and six destroyers threw the weight
of their fires on target areas east of the
beach, including Kornasoren Drome. Four
additional destroyers hit Yellow Beach and
its right flank and four more fired on the
left flank of the beach. Among the most
important targets were low coral ridges im-
mediately behind Kamiri Drome. Three de-
stroyers stood by for call fire, and two others
set course south along the west coast of
Noemfoor to place harassing fire on Namber
Drome and its environs.*

The Allied Air Forces had been bombing
Noemfoor and enemy air bases on the
Vogelkop Peninsula for some days in prep-
aration for the landing of the Cvcrong Task
Force. On 1 July, 84 B-24’s, 36 A—20’s, and
12 B-25’s were over the island, dropping

* CTF 77 Noemfoor Opns Rpt, pp. 5-6, 9, 12.
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195 tons of bombs, while 22 P-38’s glide-
bombed Kamiri and Kornasoren Drome in-
stallations with 11 tons of 1,000-pound
bombs. On D Day 33 B-24’s, 6 B-25’s, and
15 A-20’s expended 108 tons of bombs and
32,000 rounds of ammunition in strafing
runways. In addition, two squadrons of
fighters were on air alert over the landing
area to protect the assault shipping and
drive off any Japanese planes which might
appear. Immediately before the landing, air
bombardment, like much of the naval gun-
fire, was directed against the low coral
ridges and hills behind Kamiri Drome. It
was believed that the most determined en-
emy opposition would come from positions
in these ridges, and to neutralize these pos-
sible defenses the 33 B-24’s, at approxi-
mately H minus 15 minutes, dropped 500-
pound bombs along the ridge lines.

As this bombing ended, the first wave of
troop-carrying LVT’s began approaching
the outer edge of the reef. About the same
time, rocket-equipped LCI's launched
almost 800 rockets into the immediate
beachhead area, adding final touches to the
bombardment. Automatic weapons aboard
four LVT(A)’s of the Support Battery, 2d
Engineer Special Brigade, accompanying
the leading assault wave, kept up a steady
fire on Yellow Beach as the troop-carrying
LVT’s, also manned by the Support Battery,
clambered over the reef toward the beach.”

The Assault

There was no opposition to the landing.
The LVT’s of the first wave, ashore on

¥ CTF 77 Noemfoor Opns Rpt, pp. 10, 12-13;
CyTF Hist Rpt Nocmfoor, p. 8; AAF SWPA, Int
Sum 222, 5 Jul 44, in G-3 GHQ ]Jnl, 4 Jul 44; Lur,
Pvt Frank E. Burnside, 2d ESB photographcr, to
CG 2d ESB, no sub, 8 Jul 44, in G-3 GHQ ]nl,
2 Jul 44.
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schedule at 0800, continued from the beach
line across Kamiri Drome to the base of a
coral ledge overlooking the field. There the
assault riflemen of the 1st and 2d Battalions,
158th Infantry, dismounted, the 1st Battal-
ion on the west and the 2d on the east. Sub-
sequent waves of LVT’s and DUKW’s (the
latter manned by the 464th Amphibian
Truck Company) brought the rest of the
two battalions ashore quickly. The troops
assembled at the coral ridge and rapidly be-
gan advancing west, east, and south to ex-
tend the beachhead.

First resistance was encountered by the
2d Battalion about 500 yards from the east-
ern end of Kamiri Drome, when without
warning about forty Japanese ran out of a
cave in the ledge and began milling around
in a rather aimless fashion. Showing no
tendency either to surrender or to flee, the
Japanese were killed by rifle fire or the auto-
matic weapons of the Support Battery’s
LVT(A)’s. Beyond the area of this encoun-
ter, a number of lightly manned caves and
prepared defenses were found. There was
little organized resistance from these posi-
tions, but the 2d Battalion, advancing
slowly, halted its attack to mop up each cave,
dugout, and foxhole. These methodical
operations were supported by the Support
Battery LVT (A)’s, later joined by the Ist
Platoon, 603d Tank Company. On the west
flank the 1st Battalion, 158th Infantry, en-
countered less opposition and had no difh-
culty securing a low hill off the southwest end
of Kamiri Drome. While part of the bat-
talion cleared that hill, the rest of the unit
pushed south from the airfield about 1,000
yards to the north bank of the Kamiri River.

Meanwhile the 3d Battalion, 158th In-
fantry, had come ashore. It marched rapidly
westward after the 2d and joined the latter
unit in the mopping-up operations along
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the low, jungled, coral ridges at the east end
of the airstrip. Upon the arrival of the 3d
Battalion, most of the 2d turned south from
the field toward the Kamiri River, meeting
no opposition on its way over more ridges
and through dense jungle to the north
bank of the tidal stream. By 1600 hours the
three infantry battalions had secured a
rectangular area about 3,000 yards wide
and some 800 deep, extending south to the
banks of the Kamiri. It had been expected
that the 158th Infantry would have moved
some 1,800 yards farther east toward
Kornasoren Drome on D Day, but progress
had been delayed because the advance ele-
ments of the 2d and 3d Battalions had lost
momentum as they stopped to mop up minor
points of enemy resistance instead of leaving
such defenses to follow-up forces.”

While the assault battalions had been
seizing the beachhead, the rest of the Cy-
cLoNE Task Force had been pouring ashore.
The first seven landing waves, consisting al-
most entirely of LVT’s and DUKW’s,
moved to the beach in good order, slowed
only by the difficulty experienced by some
DUKW's in negotiating the reef. The eighth
wave, comprising four LCT’s with the 1st
Platoon, 603d Tank Company, aboard, fol-
lowed the last DUKW wave to the outer
edge of the reef where the tanks unloaded
and lumbered ashore, reaching the beach by
0850. LCI’s carrying the 3d Battalion and
other nonassault elements of the 158th In-
fantry, closed on the reef about 0825. Some
of the men debarked into water about waist-
deep, but most of them waded ashore in less
than a foot of water. Small rubber boats,
inflated aboard the LCI’s, were used by some

* CyTF G-3 Per Rpts, 23 Jun-31 Jul 44; CyTF
Hist Rpt Noemfoor, pp. 9-10, 23; 158th Inf Opns
Rpt Noemfoor, 22 Jun-31 Aug 44, pp. 1-2; CTF
77 Noemfoor Opns Rpt, p. 18,
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troops to drag ashore heavy equipment such
as ammunition and mortars. The debarka-
tion of all elements of the 158th Infantry
was completed by noon.

LCM’s, carrying engineer equipment,
trucks, and bulldozers, began coming up to
the reef about 0815 and three hit the reef
at full throttle to see if it could be jumped.
This proving impossible, the LCM’s un-
loaded their cargo at the reef edge. It had
been planned to keep the LOM’s clear of the
approach lane until the LCT’s had finished
unloading. Somehow, orders to this effect
had either gone astray or been misunder-
stood, and within fifteen minutes after the
first LCM’s hit the reef, the approach lane
began to be clogged with these craft, jockey-
ing for position with LCT’s and LCI’s.
Crowded out, the LCM’s moved west of the
lane to an unmarked section of the reef.
This proved a happy circumstance, for at
the new area wheeled vehicles found a
smoother reef crossing.

Nevertheless, during the first stages of the
landing, practically all wheeled, nonam-
phibian vehicles, whether waterproofed or
not, had to be towed over the reef by
DUKW’s, LVT’s, tanks, or bulldozers.
After H plus 2 hours, ebbing tide permitted
most of the vehicles to move ashore under
their own power without drowning out their
engines. During the ccurse of the landing,
6 trucks, 2 jeeps, and 5 small trailers were
lost in pits in the reef. All but one truck and
one trailer were later salvaged.

As soon as the assault waves were on the
beach, naval demolition personnel began
blasting operations along the outer edge of
the reef so that LST"s could move closer in-
shore, and the Shore Battalion, 593d Engi-
neer Boat and Shore Regiment, began con-
structing temporary causeways over the
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reef. Some vehicles aboard the LST’s were
set directly on the recf, but most of them
were transshipped to the reef edge from the
landing ships by LCM’s. Bulk cargo aboard
the LST’s was manhandled into LV1’s and
DUKW’s which returned from the beach
for the express purpose of aiding unloading.
The 27th Engineer Battalion was responsi-
ble for unloading three LST’s and getting
the cargo thereof ashore, and troops of the
6th Division handled most of the bulk cargo
aboard the others. By a combination of all
the foregoing methods, four LST’s were
completely unloaded on D Day and most
of the cargo of the others had been sent
ashore. The latter moved out to sea at dusk
and returned on D plus 1 to complete
unloading.

The 105-mm. howitzers of the 147th
Field Artillery Battalion were brought
ashore from LST’s by DUKW’s and were
dropped into position on land by a few
DUKW’s which were especially equipped
with A-frame cranes. The battalion was
ashore and in position by 1100, ready to
provide hasty support to the 158th Infan-
try; registration for more accurate fire was
completed by 1145. Antiaircraft artillery
units began coming ashore about 0810, and
all were landed and set up to defend the
beachhead by 1600.

The first sign of enemy countermeasures
came about 0905, when Japanese mortar or
70-mm. artillery shells began falling in the
beachhead area and on the coral reef be-
yond. Few casualties were suffered from
this fire which, far from slowing the land-
ing, probably did much to speed unloading.
The enemy’s shells set one DUKW afire and
destroyed a truckload of ammunition. The
fire continued intermittently for about two
hours, despite efforts of naval support ves-
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DUKW BURNING ON THE BEACH AT NOEMFOOR

sels and planes of the air umbrella to locate
and destroy the Japanese weapons.™

The Shore Battalion of the 593d Engi-
neer Boat and Shore Regiment, the Naval
Beach Party, and other elements of the
Shore Party quickly organized the landing
beach. Matting was laid on the beach so
that wheeled vehicles could find traction,
dispersal areas were located and cleared on
the south side of Kamiri Drome, supplies

* CTF 77 Noemfoor Opns Rpt, pp. 11-13, 15, 20;
CyTF Hist Rpt Noemfoor, p. 9; 158th Inf Opns Rpt
Noemfoor, 22 Jun-31 Aug 44, p. 2; 27th Engr Bn
(C) Opns Rpt Noemfoor, p. 1; Maj Robert M,
Luby, op. cit.; 593d EB&SR Opns Rpt Noemfoor,
pp. 2-3, in binder entitled 3d ESB Opns Rpt,
Jul 44,

were sent off the beach to these dumps, shell
holes were filled in, and Japanese supplies
piled up out of the way. Some of the 27th
Engineers participated in these Shore Party
activities while other elements of the bat-
talion moved inland with the infantrymen
to supply flame thrower teams for mopping
up operations. The rest of the battalion,
working under the direction of Head-
quarters, No. 62 Works Wing, began repairs
on Kamiri Drome, pending the arrival of
the rest of the Australian engineer unit and
American engineer aviation battalions.”

* 27th Engr Bn (C), Opns Rpt Noemfoor, p. 2;
593d EB&SR Opns Rpt Noemfoor, pp. 3, 5; Noem-
foor Opns Hist of No. 62 Airfield Construction
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Despite extensive enemy defensive prepa-
rations in the Kamiri Drome area, the
CycLoNE Task Force’s losses on D Day were
only 3 men killed (1 accidentally), 19
wounded, and 2 injured. This is a tribute to
the heavy air and naval bombardment,
which succeeded in driving most of the
Japanese away from the beach or keeping
those that remained pinned down as the
assault waves moved ashore. The Japanese
suffered much more heavily. About 115
were killed or found dead and 3 were
captured.™

The Cycrone Task Force had expected
to meet about 3,000 of the enemy, most of
whom were considered combat troops. By
evening on D Day, the task force had put
ashore over 7,000 men, nearly all of them,
including the 3,300 of the 158th Infantry,
classed as combat troops.** So far, there had
been no evidence of organized resistance
and few Japanese had been located or ob-
served. In the evening, however, General
Patrick concluded that 3,500 to 4,500 Jap-
anese combat troops were on Noemfoor and
that the enemy garrison totaled about 5,000
men. This new estimate was apparently

Wing, p. 1. No. 62 Works Wing’s designation was
changed late in July to No. 62 Airfield Construc-
tion Wing.

® CyTF G-3 Per Rpts, 23 Jun—31 Jul 44; 158th
Inf Jnl and Jnl file, 22 Jun-31 Aug 44; Ist Bn
158th Inf, Rpt entitled: Oriental Obliteration—
A Japanese Night Attack, covering the period 2-5
Jul 44, p. 1, filed with other 158th Inf materials
concerning Noemfoor; 158th Inf Opns Rpt Noem-
foor, 22 Jun-31 Aug 44, p. 2. Losses of the 158th
Inf were 1 killed, 11 wounded, and 2 injured; the
rest of the casualties were apparently suffered by
27th Engrs or 2d ESB units. Of the Japanese dead,
it appears that not many more than 60 were killed
by the 158th Inf.

* Avamo Force, G-2 Daily Rpt 200, 2 Jul 44, in
Aramo G—4 Jnl Noemfoor, 27 May-8 Jul 44; 158th
Inf FO 1, 26 Jun 44, in 158th Inf Jnl file, 22 Jun~
31 Aug 44; ALamo Force FO 19, 21 Jun 44, in G-3
GHQ Jnl, 25 Jun 44.
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based upon the evidence of a Japanese pris-
oner who had heard that 3,000 Japanese
infantry reinforcements had arrived on
Noemfoor about 25 June. The prisoner ad-
mittedly had not seen any of these troops
and his information was either uncorrobo-
rated or flatly contradicted by two other
prisoners and a recovered Javanese slave
laborer.®

Since little organized resistance had been
encountered, plans for 3 July were to in-
stitute patrolling designed to locate the main
body of Colonel Shimizu’s Noemfoor De-
tachment. The 2d and 3d Battalions, 158th
Infantry, were to continue eastward toward
Kornasoren Drome. These units began mov-
ing at 0900 on the 3d. The 3d Battalion was
temporarily delayed at a mine field which
the 27th Engineers cleared, but advanced
over 1,800 yards by late afternoon. A num-
ber of well-prepared defensive positions,
situated both to defend the beach and pre-
vent lateral movement between Kamiri and
Kornasoren Dromes, were found, but none
was manned by the Japanese. On the west
flank the 1st Battalion patrolled south of
the Kamiri River but located only a few
enemy stragglers. By the day’s end the 158th
Infantry had lost only 2 men wounded and
1 injured, while 14 Japanese had been
killed.*

While the 158th Infantry had been ex-
panding the beachhead, American para-
troopers began to drop on Kamiri Drome

® Rads, CyTF to Aramo, NF-248, NF-249, and
NF-252, 2 Jul 44, in ALamo G-3 Jnl Noemfoor,
30 Jun-3 Jul 44, and in CyTF Out-Msg file, 22
Jun-31 Aug 44. Where one file gave a garbled or
incomplete version, the other was used as a check.
The first of these radios was dispatched at 1859 and
the last about 2030, They were received at ALamo
Force between 2355, 2 Jul, and 0455, 3 Jul.

# CyTF Hist Rpt Noemfoor, p. 11; 158th Inf
Opns Rpt Noemfoor, 22 Jun-31 Aug 44, p. 2; CTF
77 Noemfoor Opns Rpt, pp. 15-16.
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to reinforce the CycrLoNE Task Force. This
reinforcing operation was to have tragic re-
sults for the airborne soldiers.

Ordering the 503d Parachute
Infantry Forward

One of the missions assigned to the
CycronNe Task Force had been to secure
a suitable dropping ground for paratroopers.
From study of maps and aerial photographs
before the landing, General Patrick had de-
cided that he would use Kamiri Drome if
that field were found reasonably free of shell
holes and other obstacles. Examination of
the ground on the morning of the landing
confirmed General Patrick’s decision and at
1028, three minutes after he assumed com-
mand ashore, he radioed to General Krueger
that Kamiri Drome was a satisfactory drop-
ping ground.*

At 1115 General Patrick dispatched an-
other radio to General Krueger recommend-
ing that the 503d Parachute Infantry be
sent forward to Noemfoor and dropped on
Kamiri Drome. General Patrick gave the
following reasons for requesting reinforce-
ments: “. . . to guard against unknown
situation as to enemy strength and to speed
up operation on island.” ** This radio was
decoded at ALamo Force headquarters at
1410.* Twenty minutes later the 503d

¥ CyTF Hist Rpt Noemfoor, p. 10; Ltr, Comdr
CyTF to Comdr ALamo Force, 7 Jul 44, no sub, in
ArLamo G-3 Jnl Noemfoor, 31 Jul-6 Aug 44; Rad,
CyTF to ALamo, NF-223, 2 Jul 44, in ALaMo G-3
Jnl Noemfoor, 30 Jun-3 Jul 44. The letter of 7
July states that on D-Day morning a paratroop
officer of the Canadian Army, who was an observer
at Noemfoor, advised General Patrick that Kamiri
Drome was a suitable dropping ground.

¥ Rad, CyTF to Aramo, NF-228, 2 Jul 44, in
ArLaMo G-3 Jnl Noemfoor, 30 Jun—3 Jul 44.

* The time of decoding is from a notation on the
copy of NF-228 in the ALamMo G-3 Jn! Noemfoor,
30 Jun-3 Jul 44.

THE APPROACH TO THE PHILIPPINES

Parachute Infantry received verbal instruc-
tions from AvLamo Force’s advance head-
quarters at Hollandia to the effect that one
battalion of the regiment was to drop on
Noemfoor on 3 July and that the other two
battalions would drop on the succeeding
two days.®

This drop plan meant that it would be
midmorning of 5 July before all the 2,000-
odd men of the 503d Parachute Infantry
could reach Noemfoor. The other ALamo
Force Reserve for Noemfoor—the 34th In-
fantry, 24th Division, at Biak—was assem-
bled on the beach at Biak Island on the
afternoon of 30 June and could load for
overwater movement to Noemfoor on less
than twenty-four hours’ notice. LCI’s tak-
ing the 34th Infantry to Noemfoor could
cover the 75-80 nautical miles from the
beach at Mokmer Drome, Biak, to the reef
off Kamiri Drome, Noemfoor, in not more
than nine hours.* Figured from 1115 on 2
July, when General Patrick first asked for
reinforcements, the 2,700 men of the 34th
Infantry could have reached Noemfoor not
Iater than 2000 hours on the 3d. By that
time, in accordance with the air reinforce-
ment plan, only one battalion of less than
750 men of the 503d Parachute Infantry
would be on the island.

General Patrick’s request for paratroop
reinforcements and ArLamo Force’s speedy
acquiescence and subsequent orders to the
503d Parachute Infantry probably sur-
prised no one. Apparently, the parachute

® 503d Prcht Inf Opns Rpt Noemfoor, p. 2.

* Rad, ALamo to CTF 77 and CTF 76, WF-1172,
28 Jun 44, and Rad, CTF 76 to ALamo, 29 Jun 44,
both in Aramo G-2 Jnl Wakde-Biak, 16 Jun-10
Jul 44; Rad, ALamo to HTF, WH-1426, 30 Jun
44; Rad, HTF to Aramo, TD-1239, 30 Jun 44;
Memo, Asst ACofS G-3 ArLamo to ACofS G-3
ALamo, 30 Jun 44, sub: Proposed Plans for Rein-
forcement of CycLoNe Task Force. Last three docs
in ALaMo G-3 Jnl Noemfoor, 30 Jun-3 Jul 44.
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unit was to have been sent to Noemfoor un-
less General Patrick was strongly opposed
to its movement; only the 1115 radio from
the CycronE Task Force was awaited be-
fore the machinery for the movement
started. In fact, the 503d Parachute Infan-
try had known at least as early as 1615 on
1 July—the day before D Day—that one
battalion of the regiment was to drop on
Noemfoor on 3 July. Orders to that effect
had been sent to the regimental command
post at Hollandia during the afternoon of 1
July by the ALaMo Force G—3 section.” The
only alteration in plans made necessary by
the receipt of jump orders at 1430 on 2 July
was to change the dropping ground. The
503d had expected to jump at Kornasoren
Drome, but now it had to restudy available
information in preparation for the drop on
Kamiri Drome.*

The 503d Parachute Infantry
Drops at Noemfoor

About 0515 on 3 July regimental head-
quarters and the 1st Battalion, 503d Para-
chute Infantry, began loading at Cyclops
Drome, Hollandia, on thirty-eight CG—47’s of
the 54th Troop Carrier Wing, Fifth Air
Force. At the same time, three B-17’s, from
which supplies and ammunition were to be
dropped on Kamiri Drome, were loaded.
The first C—47 took off from Cyclops Drome
at 0630, and by 0747 all forty-one planes
were in the air. The commanding officer of
the parachute regiment, Col. George M.
Jones, and most of his staff were in the lead
C—47. The planes were to fly over Kamiri
Drome in flights of two each, the first plane

* Entry timed 1615, 1 Jul 44, in 503d Prche Inf
Jnl, 29 Jun-29 Aug 44.

#503d Prcht Inf FO 1, 28 Jun 44, in 503d Prcht
Inf 5-3 Rpt Noemfoor.
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at a height of 400 feet and the second eche-
loned slightly to the right rear at 450 feet.
Subsequent flights were to follow at a dis-
tance of 300 yards.**

About 0600 on the 3d, almost twenty
hours after he had been advised on the
point by a paratroop officer, General Patrick
radioed to ALamo Force that it would be
wise if the C—47’s flew over Kamiri Drome
in single file.* He made this recommenda-
tion because he feared that the falling para-
troopers might suffer casualties if they
landed on obstacles along the sides of the
narrow airfield, which comprised a 250 by
5,500-foot cleared area and a 100-foot-wide
runway. The radio was received at Head-
quarters, ALaMo Force, about 0740 but ap-
parently was not delivered to the G-3 Sec-
tion until 0915. Sometime between 0740
and 0915 the radio was passed to Headquar-
ters, Fifth Air Force, by the Aramo Force
message center.* By then, the troop-carry-

©503d Prcht Inf Jnl, 29 Jun-29 Aug 44; 503d
Prcht Inf Opns Rpt Noemfoor, p. 2; 5thAF OI 3,
22 Jun 44, in G-3 GHQ ]Jnl, 25 Jun 44; Noemfoor
Air Plan, atchd to CyTF Hist Rpt Noemfoor; 503d
Prcht Inf FO 1, 28 Jun 44, in 503d Prcht Inf S-3
Rpt Noemfoor; Ltr, Col Jones to Gen Ward, 22
Nov 50, in OCMH files.

“ Rad, CyTF to ALamo (for 5th AF), NF-253, 3
Jul 44, in Avamo G-3 Jnl Noemfoor, 30 Jun-3 Jul
44 and in CyTF In-Msg file, 22 Jun—10 Jul 44; Ltr,
Comdr CyTF to Comdr Aramo, 7 Jul 44, no sub,
in Aramo G-3 Noemfoor, 31 Jul-6 Aug 44. Accord-
ing to the CyTF In-Msg file, NF-253 originated at
0600, but the Aramo Force G-3 Jnl notation says
it originated at 0603. In the letter of 7 July, the
CyTF commander stated that at midmorning of 2
July the Canadian Army paratroop officer advised
him that the troop-carrying aircraft should fly over
Kamiri Drome in single file.

“Rad, CyTF to ALamo (for 5thAF), NF-253, 3
Jul 44, in Aramo G-3 Jnl Noemfoor, 30 Jun—3 Jul
44. A penciled notation on the ArLamo Force G-3
Inl copy of this radio states: “Passed by Msg Ctr to
5thAF,” but no time is given for this passing. The
time of receipt of the radio at the Aramo Force G-3
Sec is noted on the index sheet to the ALamo G-3
Jnl Noemfoor, 30 Jun—3 Jul 44. The dimensions of
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ing planes were airborne and well on their
way to Noemfoor.

No attempt seems to have been made to
establish radio contact with the 54th Troop
Carrier Wing’s C—47’s to effect the desired
change in formation. Whether such an
eleventh-hour alteration could have been
made is a difficult question. Last-minute at-
tempts to change plans might have created
confusion which could have delayed or
postponed the parachute drop. Moreover,
the radio traffic necessary to effect the
change might have brought every Japanese
plane within range of Noemfoor over that
island. In any case, no change in formation
was made, and the thirty-eight C-47’s flew
into sight of Kamiri Drome about 1000. Ten
minutes later, the ’troopers from the leading
C—47 were on the ground, followed closely
by the men in the neighboring plane.

Contrary to plans, the first two C—47’s
flew over the strip at a height of about 175
feet, and the next eight planes all flew be-
low 400 feet. Dropping from this low alti-
tude caused the paratroopers in the first ten
C-47s to suffer many casualties; more
casualties resulted because the planes flew
over the strip two abreast. The broad forma-
tion caused many ’troopers to land off the
southern edge of the 100-foot-wide runway
in an area where Allied vehicles, bulldozers,
supply dumps, and wrecked Japanese air-
craft were located. Additional hazards be-
yond the cleared area were jagged tree
stumps, trees partially destroyed by pre-
assault air and naval bombardments, and a
number of antiaircraft gun emplacements.
Altogether, there were 72 casualties among
the 739 men who dropped on 3 July. In-
cluded in this number—a rate of almost 10

Kamiri Drome are from ArLamo Force, G-2 Photo
Int Sec, Rpt 135, 13 Jun 44, in"Aramo G-3 Jnl
Noemfoor, 6-19 Jun 44.
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percent—were 31 severe fracture cases,
most of whom would never again be able to
make a parachute jump.*

The first reports of the 3 July jump re-
ceived by ALaMo Force stated that there had
been only 1 percent casualties during the
drop.* Later information, received at Hol-
landia about 0200 on the 4th, raised that
rate to 6.7 percent.” But even before these
reports began to filter back to Hollandia,
the 503d Parachute Infantry was informed
that another battalion was to drop on 4
July.®® In preparation for this second jump,
General Krueger instructed General Patrick
to make sure that the edges of Kamiri
Drome were clear of vehicles and the 54th
Troop Carrier Wing was ordered to fly its
C—47’s in single file over the airfield.*

% 503d Prcht Inf Opns Rpt Noemfoor, p. 2; 503d
Prcht Inf Jnl, 29 Jun-29 Aug 44; Rad, CyTF to
Aramo, NF-275, 3 Jul 44, in CyTF In-Msg file, 22
Jun~10 Jul 44; Rpt, Board of Officers to Comdr
CyTF, 7 Jul 44, sub: Report of Investigation by
Board of Officers on Casualties Resulting from Para-
chute Drops on 3-4 Jul 1944, in ALamo G-3 Jnl
Noemfoor, 1016 Jul 44; Ltr, Jones to Ward, 22
Nov 50. The Board of Officers comprised Lt Col
John J. Tolson (Inf), Executive Officer of the 503d
Parachute Infantry, acting as president of the board;
Lt Col Francis L. DePasquale (MC), of Headquar-
ters, CycLoNeE Task Force; and Maj Franklin E.
Carpenter (FA), of Headquarters, Sixth Army
(Aramo Force). The board was convened on 7 Jul
by CyTF SO 4, 7 Jul 44.

“Rad, GyTF to Aramo, NF-265, 3 Jul 44, in
Aramo G-3 Jnl Noemfoor, 30 Jun-3 Jul 44.

““Rad, CyTF to Aramo, NF-275, 3 Jul 44, in
CyTF In-Msg file, 22 Jun—10 Jul 44 and in ALAMo
G-3 Jnl Noemfoor, 46 Jul 44. Time of receipt
stated in the text is taken from the copy of NF-275
in the ALaMo Force Journal.

“503d Prcht Inf Jnl, 29 Jun—-29 Aug 44; Rads,
Avamo to CyTF, 5thAF, TF 77, et al., WH-424
and WH—425, 3 Jul 44, in ALamo G-3 Jnl Noem-
foor, 30 Jun—3 Jul 44,

“Rad, CyTF to Aramo, NF-275, 3 Jul 44, in
CyTF In-Msg file, 22 Jun—10 Jul 44; Bd of Off Rpt
to Comdr CyTF, 7 Jul 44; Rad, ALamo to CyTF
and 5thAF, WH-426, 3 Jul 44, in CyTF In-Msg file,
22 Jun-10 Jul 44,
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At 0955 on the 4th the 3d Battalion, 503d
Parachute Infantry, and the rest of regi-
mental headquarters began dropping on
Kamiri Drome; by 1025 the 685 men of this
echelon were on the ground. This time all the
C-47’s flew at a height of at least 400 feet
in single file formation, and, although the
flight pattern of five to seven planes was not
entirely satisfactory, nearly all the ’troopers
landed on the airstrip.®

Even with the new precautions there were
56 jump casualties, a rate of over 8 percent.
Most of the injuries on the second drop were
attributed to the hard coral surface of
Kamiri Drome, on which considerable grad-
ing, rolling, and packing had been accom-
plished since the morning of 3 July. So far,
1,424 officers and men of the 503d Para-
chute Infantry had dropped at Noemfoor.
There had been 128 jump casualties, a final
rate of 8.98 percent, among them 59 scrious
fracture cases. There had been no casualties
from enemy action. The parachute regiment
had lost the services of one battalion com-
mander, three company commanders, the
regimental communications officer, and a
number of key noncommissioned officers.™

Colonel Jones, the regimental com-
mander, considered that injuries had been
excessive on both the 3d and 4th of July,
and he therefore requested General Patrick
to arrange for water shipment of the re-
maining battalion.” The task force com-
mander agreed that no more drops should

“ Bd of Off Rpt to Comdr CyTF, 7 Jul 44; 503d
Prcht Inf Jnl, 29 Jun-29 Aug 44; 503d Prcht Inf
Opns Rpt Noemfoor, p. 2; Rads, CyTF to Aramo,
NF-291 and NF-302, 4 Jul 44, in Aramo G-3 Jnl
Noemfoor, 4—6 Jul 44.

" Bd of Off Rpt to Comdr CyTF, 7 Jul 44;
Avramo Force Opns Rpt Noemfoor, p. 11.

® Rad, CyTF to Aramo (CO 503d Prcht Inf

to Rear Ech, 503d Prcht Inf), NF-307, 4 Jul 44, in
AvraMo G-3 Jnl Noemfoor, 4—6 Jul 44,
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be attempted, but he suggested to ALamo
Force that the remainder of the regiment
be brought forward by air as soon as Kamiri
Drome was sufficiently repaired to receive
C—47’s. With these recommendations, Gen-
eral Krueger agreed.” However, torrential
rains and a shortage of heavy equipment at
Noemfoor combined to keep the airfield in-
operational longer than had been expected.
Finally the 2d Battalion, 503d Parachute
Infantry, was flown from Hollandia to Mok-
mer Drome on Biak. Disembarking from
C—47’s at Mokmer, the ’troopers moved
aboard LCI’s for the trip to Noemfoor,
which they reached on 11 July.*

The Occupation of Noemfoor Island

Possibly the only valuable result of the
parachute drop was that mopping-up oper-
ations on Noemfoor could begin sooner than
might otherwise have been possible. The 1st
Battalion, 503d Parachute Infantry, upon
its arrival on 3 July, assumed responsibility
for about 2,000 yards in the center of the
defenses around Kamiri Drome, thus per-
mitting the 2d and 3d Battalions, 158th In-
fantry, to concentrate at the eastern end of
the field and extend the perimeter. The 3d
Battalion, 503d Parachute Infantry, when
it landed on 4 July, relieved elements of the
3d Battalion, 158th Infantry, as the latter
unit pushed east to Kornasoren Drome.®

% Rad, CyTF to Aramo, NF-302, 4 Jul 44, and
Rad, Avramo to CyTF, WH-618, 5 Jul 44, both in
CyTF In-Msg file, 22 Jun—10 Jul 44.

% 503d Prcht Inf Jnl, 29 Jun—29 Aug 44; Rad,
CyTF to ALamo and 5thAF, NF-399, in CyTF G-3
Jnl, 30 Jun—6 Jul 44; Rad, ALamo to HTF, WH-
1023, 7 Jul 44, in Aramo G-3 Jnl Noemfoor, 6-10
Jul 44; Avamo Force Opns Rpt Noemfoor, p. 11.

% 503d Prcht Inf Opns Rpt Noemfoor, p. 2;
CyTF G-3 Jnl, 30 Jun—6 Jul 44.
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Hill 201

The 3d Battalion, 158th Infantry, moving
eastward along the coastal road, encoun-
tered no opposition on 4 July.* The battal-
ion found a number of well-prepared, but
abandoned, enemy defensive positions along
both sides of the road, and the cntire area
around Kornasoren Drome and the village
of Kornasoren was discovered to be mined
in a haphazard fashion, principally with
200-pound aerial bombs, many of which
were incompletely buried. The infantry
unit had little difficulty picking its way
through the mine fields, which the engineers
rapidly cleared. At evening on the 4th, the
battalion dug in at the eastern end of Kor-
nasoren Drome. Meanwhile the 1st Battal-
ion (less Company A) had crossed the
Kamiri River by LVT and LCM and oc-
cupied Kamiri village without opposition.
Out of Kamiri, the battalion followed a
road leading southeast to a large Japanese
garden area 1,700 yards distant. The bat-
talion’s leading elements began approaching
a terrain feature designated Hill 201, in the
western section of the garden area, about
1330. So far, only scattered rifle fire had op-
posed the march from Kamiri village.

The Japanese garden area was about 600
yards long, east and west, and 350 yards
across, north to south. The ground was de-
void of large trees except for a few atop Hill
201, but thick, secondary jungle growth cov-
ered the eastern and southern slopes of the
hill, while the rest of the garden area was
overgrown with partially cultivated papaya,

* This subsection is based principally on: CyTF
Hist Rpt Noemfoor, pp. 11-12; 158th Inf Opns Rpt
Noemfoor, 22 Jun-31 Aug 44, p. 3; Ist Bn 158th
Inf, Oriental Obliteration Rpt, pp. 2-10; CyTF
G-3 Jnl, 30 Jun—6 Jul 44; CyTF G-3 Per Rpts, 23
Jun—31 Jul 44; 158th Inf Jnl and Jnl file, 22 Jun-31
Aug 44.
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taro, and cassava, all averaging about eight
feet in height. The trail from Kamiri village
passed over the southern slope of Hill 201,
and 300 yards away, near the eastern edge
of the gardens, joined the main road from
Kamiri Drome to Namber Drome, located
about six miles to the south. Another trail
ran along the eastern side of the hill, branch-
ing to the north and northwest at the north-
castern corner of the low terrain feature.

As the st Battalion approached the west-
ern side of Hill 201, a small group of Japa-
nese, heavily armed and carrying packs,
was seen hurrying south along the main road
below the hill. Fearing that Hill 201 might
be occupied in some force, the battalion
commander halted the advance and pre-
pared a double envelopment, to be sup-
ported by heavy machine guns from posi-
tions west of the hill and south of the
Kamiri-garden trail. First, Company C
seized a knoll called Hill 180, lying 300
yards north of the gardens. Then Company
B surprised a Japanese platoon in a man-
grove swamp at the southwest corner of the
garden arca and pushed the Japanese south-
east over Mission Hill, a low terrain feature
lying east of the main road and southeast of
Hill 201. With the ground on both flanks
of Hill 201 secured, the battalion, at 1515,
began concentrating around the hilltop for
the night, setting up a tight defensive
perimeter.

Company C protected the northern and
eastern slopes; Company B was on the south
and southeast; and Company D, together
with battalion headquarters and headquar-
ters company, dug in along the western
slope. One heavy machine gun was sighted
to cover a trail leading up the southern slope
of the hill from the mangrove swamp, and
a section of heavies was emplaced to fire on
the main road and Hill 170, 600 yards east
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of Hill 201. Company D’s 81-mm. mortars
registered on the edge of the mangrove
swamp and on the trail to Kamiri at the
point at which that trail entered the garden
area. Three guns of an attached platoon of
4.2-inch mortars (641st Tank Destroyer
Battalion) registered on the eastern slopes
of Hill 180, on a trail leading north past
that hill, and on a target area on the main
road to Kamiri Drome at the point where
the road entered the north edge of the gar-
den. A battery of the 147th Field Artillery
Battalion’s 105-mm. howitzers, emplaced
near Kamiri Drome, registered along the
main road through the gardens, on the west
side of Hill 170, and on Mission Hill, where
the main road left the garden area. By 1800,
with the accompanying hazard of occasional
rifle fire from hidden Japanese, all defen-
sive preparations were completed. Moonset
was at 0500 on the 5th, and the battalion
commander called his men’s attention to the
danger of a Japanese attack between that
hour and first light. The warning was well
taken.

About 0430 a few Japanese were heard
moving around at the northeast edge of the
perimeter. Near the same time, more enemy
approached Hill 201 from Mission Hill and
through the mangrove swamp south of the
perimeter. At 0520, without the warning of
preparatory fire, Japanese infantry began
pressing forward all along the southern and
southeastern sides of the perimeter. As the
attack started, some enemy light mortars
began firing, but all the shells from these
weapons landed about 200 yards west of
Hill 201. As soon as the enemy attack began,
the Ist Battalion requested that the prear-
ranged artillery and mortar concentrations
be fired. The battalion’s 81-mm. mortars
immediately began throwing shells into the
mangrove swamp and along the trail ap-
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proaching Hill 201 from the south. Cries of
wounded or dying Japanese attested to the
effectiveness of these fires, and the enemy
was driven off the trail into the second-
growth jungle and overgrown gardens.
Now, two Japanese light machine guns
opened up, one from the western slope of
Hill 170 and another from Mission Hill.
Both these weapons were firing from posi-
tions on which the 147th Field Artillery
Battalion had previously registered. They
were quickly put out of action.

Some Japanese managed to get through
the mortar and artillery barrages and con-
tinued up the sides of the trail from the south
through fire from Company D’s machine
guns. The enemy found cover behind a low,
150-yard-long log fence which led from the
southeast toward the center of the 1st Bat-
talion’s defenses. While the fence afforded
some protection, the attacking infantrymen
were silhouetted as they tried to clamber
over the top. The main body of the attack-
ing force therefore kept down behind the
fence, trying to crawl along it to the top of
the hill. But the fence did not extend beyond
the Ist Battalion’s outer defenses and the at-
tackers soon found themselves debouching
into steady machine gun and rifle fire from
the defenders atop the hill. The attack soon
degenerated into a series of small suicide
charges by groups of three to six Japanese,
all of whom were cut down as they tried to
climb the fence or move beyond its end. By
0630 the last enemy efforts had ceased and
all firing had stopped.

The 1st Battalion now sent patrols out
over the battlefield. From prisoners it was
determined that the attacking force had con-
sisted of 350 to 400 men—the 10tk and 12th
Companies, 219th Infantry, reinforced by
approximately 150 armed Formosan la-
borers. During the morning over 200 dead
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Japanese were counted around the Ist Bat-
talion’s perimeter, and the number of
enemy dead found or enemy wounded cap-
tured on subsequent days along trails lead-
ing south from the hill indicated that virtu-
ally the entire original attacking force had
been annihilated.

Mopping Up

At Hill 201, the Noemfoor Detachment
made its only significant offensive effort, and
after that affair operations on Noemfoor
evolved into a series of patrol actions as the
Allied forces extended their control over the
island and rapidly expanded the airdrome
facilities.™ On 5 July, the Ist Battalion,
158th Infantry, mopped up the garden area,
while the 3d Battalion patrolled in north-
eastern Noemfoor, finding no Japanese. The
2d Battalion, relieved at Kamiri Drome by
the 3d Battalion, 503d Parachute Infantry,
started preparing for an amphibious landing
at Namber Drome, on the southwest coast.

This operation got under way about 0900
on 6 July. LCM’s of Company A, 543d En-
gineer Boat and Shore Regiment, moved
the 2d Battalion, 158th Infantry, from
Kamiri Drome to the north side of Roemboi
Bay, at the lower end of Namber Drome.
The Support Battery, 2d Engineer Special
Brigade, covered the landing with antiair-
craft boats, and three destroyers and a
rocket-equipped LCI were also on hand.
Following a short naval bombardment,

" Information in this subsection is from: CyTF
FO 3, 5 Jul 44, in CyTF G-3 Jnl, 30 Jun—6 Jul
44; CyTF G-3 Per Rpts, 23 Jun—31 Jul and 31 Jul-
31 Aug 44; CyTF G-3 Jnls, 7-10, 11-14, and 14-17
Jul 44 ; Cy'TF Hist Rpt Noemfoor, pp. 12-16; 158th
Inf Opns Rpt Noemfoor, 22 Jun-31 Aug 44, pp.
3-5; 503d Prcht Inf Opns Rpt Noemfoor, pp. 3—4;
503d Prcht Inf 5-3 Rpt, Noemfoor, n. p.; 2d Bn
503d Prcht Inf Opns Rpt Noemfoor, pp. 1-3.
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which was accompanied by bombing and
strafing by six B-25’s, the 2d Battalion
poured ashore without opposition. Namber
Drome was secured by 1240, not a shot hav-
ing been fired by the 2d Battalion and not a
single casualty having been suffered. Fifteen
minutes after Namber Drome was taken, a
liaison plane of the 147th Field Artillery
Battalion landed on the strip.

From 7 through 10 July vigorous pa-
trolling by all elements of the CycLoNE Task
Force was continued, but only small Japa-
nese parties were encountered. The conclu-
sion was therefore reached that no organized
large enemy force remained on Noemfoor
and that future operations would consist
of hunting down small enemy groups. For
the latter purpose, it was decided to divide
the island into two parts, making the 503d
Parachute Infantry responsible for the
southern section and the 158th Infantry for
the northern.

Regrouping of units according to this
plan started on 11 July, when the 2d Bat-
talion, 503d Parachute Infantry, reached
Namber Drome {rom Biak, via LCI’s. Dur-
ing the next day or so the 158th Infantry
reconcentrated in northern Noemfoor. The
regiment’s activity to 31 August was con-
fined to extensive patrolling, which pro-
duced contacts only with small groups of
enemy stragglers. To the end of August the
regiment killed 611 Japanese, captured 179,
and liberated 209 Javanese slave laborers.
During its operations on Noemfoor, the
158th Infantry lost 6 men killed and 41
wounded.

To the 503d Parachute Infantry fell the
task of mopping up the remnants of the
Noemfoor Detachment, which, after the
abortive attack at Hill 201, concentrated
in southern Noemfoor. The largest organ-
ized group of Japanese (400-500 strong)
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gathered under Colonel Shimizu’s com-
mand at Hill 670, in the west-central part
of the island about three miles northeast of
Namber Drome. The 1st Battalion, 503d
Parachute Infantry, made contact with this
enemy group on 13 July. Finally reaching
the top of Hill 670 on the morning of the
16th, the ’troopers found that the Japanese
had evacuated the hill the previous night.
Contact with the main body of Colonel
Shimizu’s force was lost until 23 July, when
patrols of the 2d Battalion, 503d Parachute
Infantry, located the group about four miles
northwest of Inasi, a native village on the
shore of the lagoon which cuts into Noem-
foor’s eastern coast.”® Contact was again
lost on the 25th and not regained until 10
August, when the main Japanese force was
found near Hill 380, two and a half miles
south-southwest of Inasi. From the 10th
through the 15th, the 3d Battalion, 503d
Parachute Infantry, supported by the 147th
Field Artillery Battalion and a few B-25’s
of the 309th Bomb Wing, converged on Hill
380. At the same time, elements of the 1st
Battalion moved toward the hill from
Menoekwari South to prevent enemy es-
cape. Though boxed in by the bulk of five
companies of the 503d Parachute Infantry,
Colonel Shimizu, during the night of 15-16
August, slipped through the cordon around
Hill 380 and withdrew his remaining force,
now not much over 200 men strong, south-

* For heroic action and signal leadership on 23
July, Sgt. Ray E. Eubanks, a squad leader of Com-
pany D, 503d Parachute Infantry (Company D was
in the 2d Battalion), was awarded the Congressional
Medal of Honor. Leading his squad to the relief of
a platoon isolated by the Japanese, Sgt. Eubanks
was wounded and his rifle rendered uscless by Jap-
anese fire. He continued to lead his squad forward,
using his rifle as a club. By this means he killed four

more Japanese before he himself was again hit and
killed.
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southwest toward Pakriki, on the south-
central coast.

Colonel Shimizu’s party was not again
located until 17 August, when two brisk
engagements resulted in the capture or de-
struction of the last machine guns left to the
Noemfoor Detachment and broke the last
organized resistance. At least 20 Japanese
werc killed, bringing to 342 the total of Jap-
anese killed in the series of actions southwest
from Inasi to Pakriki during the period 10
through 17 August. In the same week, 43
Japanese were captured. Colonel Shimizu
was not among those killed or captured, and
was at large at the end of the month.

On 23 August the 503d Parachute Infan-
try, less three companies, began concentrat-
ing at a new camp near Kamiri Drome. The
three companies, which had been left in the
southern part of the island to continue pa-
trolling, were finally relieved on the 27th by
elements of the 1st Battalion, 158th Infan-
try. According to one report, the last para-
troopers left the southern section of Noem-
foor with some regrets:

As the troops left the area in which they
had chased SHIMIZU so relentlessly, their
disappointment was not so much at their fail-
ure to apprehend SHIMIZU the man, nor
even to capture the regimental colors of the
219th Infantry. It was rather that they missed
their chance of retrieving the colonel’s 300
vear old saber which prisoners said he still
carried when last scen near PAKRIKI. When
the operation officially closed on 31 August
this same saber was still inducing the most

vigorous patrolling by the Ist Battalion, 158th
Infantry.®

By 31 August, when General Krueger de-
clared the Noemfoor operation over, the
CvycLoNE Task Force had lost 63 men killed,

® CyTF Hist Rpt Noemfoor, p. 16. There is no
indication in available records that either Shimizu
or his saber was ever found.
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343 wounded, and 3 missing. Approxi-
mately 1,730 Japanese had been killed and
186 were captured. Most of the Allied cas-
ualties were suffered by the 503d Parachute
Infantry during its clashes with the Noem-
foor Detachment in southern Noemfoor
after 11 July, and the regiment can claim
credit for killing about 1,000 Japanese. In
addition to the Japanese losses, 1 Korean,
[ Chinese, and 552 Formosan prisoners of
war were taken. Finally, 403 Javanese slave
laborers were recovered on the island.*

Base Development on Noemfoor

Civil Affairs and Atrocities

For the purpose of supervising the civil
population of Noemfoor, a Netherlands In-
dies Civil Administration (NICA) Detach-
ment was attached to the Cycrone Task
Force, just as NICA parties had been at-
tached to previous Allied task forces oper-
ations in Dutch New Guinea.” Initially,
the Noemfoor NICA Detachment consisted
of 4 officers and 35 enlisted men, but it was
later augmented by 10 local policemen re-
covered on the island. The detachment as-
sisted in obtaining intelligence information,
recruited and supervised native labor, and
administered the native population. Only
400 of the total native population of some
5,000 were ever used as laborers, the rest

“ CyTF G-3 Per Rpts, 31 Jul-31 Aug 44; ALamo
Force Opns Rpt Noemfoor, p. 19; CyTF Hist Rpt
Noemfoor, pp. 16-17.

® This subsection is based principally on: ALamo
Force Opns Rpt Noemfoor, p. 19; CyTF Hist Rpt
Noemfoor, pp. 21-22. Specific evidence concerning
atrocities (in addition to the general outlines pro-
vided by the foregoing documents) is to be found
in messages and other documents in the G-3 Jour-
nals of ALamo Force and the CycLone Task Force,
as well as in the journals of the 503d Parachute
and 158th Infantry Regiments.
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being either women or children or men too
old or too ill to work.

The Japanese had never brought the
Melanesians of Noemfoor entirely under
their control, for the natives had either
offered a passive resistance or had faded into
the interior to live off the land. A few were
impressed into service by the Japanese, while
others who were captured but still refused
to co-operate were executed. The natives
greeted the Allied landings with great en-
thusiasm and came out of hideaways in the
hills carrying Dutch flags which they had
concealed from the Japanese. Under the di-
rection of NICA, the natives were gradually
resettled in their old villages, where they
were protected by CycLoNE Task Force out-
posts. Late in July the village chiefs gath-
cred in formal council and officially declared
war on the Japanese. Thereafter, native co-
operation increased. Up to 31 August the
natives had captured and brought to Allied
outposts more than fifty Japanese and had
killed an equal number.

One tale of horror concerns the Javanese
on Noemfoor. According to information
gathered by the NICA Detachment, over
3,000 Indonesians were shipped to Noem-
foor in late 1943, mostly from Soerabaja and
other large cities on Java. The shipment
included many women, children, and teen-
aged boys. The Japanese, without regard to
age or sex, put the Javanese to work con-
structing roads and airfields almost entirely
by hand. Little or no clothing, shoes, bed-
ding, or shelter was provided, and the Java-
nese had to supplement their very inade-
quate allowance of rations by shifting for
themselves. Driven by hunger, many at-
tempted to steal Japanese rations but for
their pains were beheaded or hung by their
hands or feet until dead. Starvation and dis-
ease (the Japanese provided no medical
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care) took a steadily increasing toll. The
dead were periodically collected for mass
burial, and survivors alleged that many of
the sick were buried alive. It was considered
probable that not more than ten or fifteen
Javanese were killed accidentally by Allied
forces. Yet only 403 of the 3,000-odd
brought from Java were found alive on
Noemfoor by 31 August. The physical con-
dition of these survivors almost defied de-
scription—most of the others had suc-
cumbed to Japanese brutality within a
period of eight months.

The story of Formosan labor troops
brought to Noemfoor, ostensibly as part of
the Japanese armed forces, is also tragic.
Originally the Formosans had numbered
about 900 men. They had been worked for
months on airfield and road construction, on
half the ration of rice issued to the regular
Japanese troops. When they collapsed from
exhaustion or hunger, or became victims of
tropical diseases, they were herded into what
the Japanese euphemistically called a labor
convalescent camp, actually a sort of prison
stockade into which the Formosans were
placed to die. There, their rations were
again cut in half, and the shelter and blank-
ets provided covered but a fraction of the
inmates. Medical care was given only to the
worse cases, and then was inadequate. Upon
the arrival of Allied forces on Noemfoor,
most of the remaining Formosans were
rounded up, armed, and forced to fight. But
these attempts at compulsion were fruitless.
Over 550 Formosans voluntarily surren-
dered to the Allies, more than half of them
suffering from starvation and tropical dis-
cases, Not more than twenty had been killed
by Allied action, but about 300 had died
before 2 July.

To complete the story of the dire straits
to which the Japanese on Noemfoor had
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been reduced, it is necessary to tell of can-
nibalism. About 1 August CycLone Task
Force patrols began to discover Japanese
bodies from which portions of flesh had
been cut. Initially, this was not considered
direct evidence of cannibalism, although in-
creasing numbers of bodies with fleshy por-
tions removed were later found. Finally,
some American dead, left outside defensive
positions overnight, were discovered in like
condition. The prisoners began to report
that cannibalism had been generally prac-
ticed since 1 August, principally on freshly-
killed Formosans. Some prisoners admitted
eating human flesh themselves. In at least
one instance a two-day-old cadaver had
been used for food.

Construction and Unloading

Alrfield construction on Noemfoor Island
began on D Day, 2 July, when elements of
the 27th Engineers used improvised drags
and rollers rigged behind six-by-six trucks to
start grading Kamiri Drome. This work con-
tinued until the afternoon of 4 July when,
in the opinion of the task force engineer,
Group Captain Dale, the strip was ready to
receive a few aircraft. But because of bad
weather and existing plans for parachute
drops, no planes used the strip until the
afternon of 6 July, when an Australian P—40
squadron landed to remain for future
operations.®

It was not until 16 July that sufficient
facilities were completed at Kamiri Drome
to accommodate an entire fighter group.
Ultimately, the 1874th Engineer Aviation
Battalion and No. 5 Mobile Works Squad-

¢ 27th Engrs Opns Rpt Noemfoor, p. 2; ALamo
Force Opns Rpt Noemfoor, p. 13; Rad, CyTF to
Aramo, NF-454, 7 Jul 44, in ALamo G-3 Jnl No-
emfoor, 6-10 Jul 44.
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ron of No. 62 Works Wing extended the
Kamiri runway to 5,400 feet. Sufficient taxi-
ways and aircraft dispersal facilities for the
two groups of fighters were also completed.
All except maintenance work on the field
was finished on 9 September.®

At first, it had been planned to improve
Namber Drome, and some work started
there immediately after the field was se-
cured. But Group Captain Dale, finding the
site rough and badly graded, recommended
that Namber be abandoned in favor of
Kornasoren, although he realized that this
would increase construction needs at the
latter field. General Krueger approved the
new plan and preliminary surveys were im-
mediately begun at Kornasoren. Plans were
made to construct there two parallel run-
ways 7,000 feet long, with correspondingly
large taxiways and dispersal areas.*

On 14 July, General MacArthur directed
that by 25 July minimum facilities would
have to be prepared at Kornasoren Drome
to accommodate fifty P-38’s in order to
provide additional air cover for the impend-
ing invasion of the Vogelkop Peninsula. Ex-
cept for continuing work at Kamiri Drome,
all remaining engineer units, all available
heavy equipment, all service troops who
could possibly be spared from ship unload-
ing, all available native labor, and large
numbers of combat troops were concen-
trated at Kornasoren Drome to complete
the necessary new construction on schedule.
For ten days all hands worked around the
clock and by 1200 on 25 July had completed

® ALamo Force Opns Rpt Noemfoor, p. 15; No.
62 Airfield Constr Wing Noemfoor Opns Hist, p. 1.

* CyTF Hist Rpt Noemfoor, p. 20; ALamo Force
Opns Rpt Noemfoor, pp. 13, 15-16; Rad, CyTF
to ALamo, NF-669, 12 Jul 44, and Rad, CyTF to
Aramo, NF-680, 13 Jul 44, last two in ALamo G-3
Jnl Noemfoor, 10-16 Jul 44.

423

a 6,000-foot-long strip which, with asso-
ciated dispersal facilities, could accommo-
date one fighter group. Two days later this
strip was extended to 7,000 feet, and the
second 7,000-foot runway was completed on
2 September.®

Ultimately, Allied aircraft based on
Noemfoor supported not only operations on
that island but also the invasions of the
Vogelkop Peninsula and Morotai Island.
Soon after Kornasoren Drome was com-
pleted, B-24’s began flying from the field
to conduct the first large-scale bombing at-
tacks on Japanese sources of petroleum
products at Balikpapan, Borneo.®

Ship unloading operations at Noemfoor
were hampered by the surrounding reefs,
but gradually, by the construction of jetties
or temporary ramps and by extensive demo-
litions at the outer edges of the reefs, the
difficulties attending supply operations were
reduced. Service troops and native labor
were both inadequate at Noemfoor, and
throughout the operation a daily average of
some 600 combat troops had to be used for
ship unloading, while others were used on
various construction projects.®

®Rad, GHQ SWPA to Aramo, 5thAF, and
USASOS, CX-14883, 14 Jul 44, and Rad, ArLaMo
to CyTF, WH-2255, 15 Jul 44, both in Aramo G-3
Jnl Noemfoor, 10-16 Jul 44; CyTF Hist Rpt Noem-
foor, p. 20; AramMo Force Opns Rpt Noemfoor, pp.
15-16.

®27th Engr Constr Bn [a redesignation of 27th
Engr Bn (C)], “Going Hard: History of Overseas
War Service of 27th Engineer Construction Bat-
talion,” Dec 43—Oct 45, p. 17. The heavily loaded
B-24’s (of the Thirteenth Air Force) were unable
to take off until high trees on the approaches to
Kornasoren Drome were cleared by the 161st Para-
chute Engineer Company, which had recently ar-
rived at Noemfoor to form part of the 503d Para-
chute Regimental Combat Team, then being organ-
ized around the 503d Parachute Infantry Regi-
ment, Ltr, Jones to Ward, 22 Nov 50.

“ CyTF Hist Rpt Noemfoor, pp. 19-20; 27th
Engr Constr Bn, “Going Hard . . .,” pp. 14-17.
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The reefs at Noemfoor created another
hazard concerning which a classic remark
is attributed to Group Captain Dale. The
story goes that on D Day Group Captain
Dale, after striding up and down Kamiri
Drome to ascertain the extent of repairs nec-
essary to that field, returned to his tempo-
rary command post, looked out to sea over
the reef, and said, “Bad show this—no
bloody place for a swim!” ®

® This story, perhaps apocryphal, was heard by
the author when in the Southwest Pacific during
1944—-46. A quotation from an unnumbered issue of
Ramp, the 3d Engr Special Brigade's newspaper,

THE APPROACH TO THE PHILIPPINES

cited in the 3d ESB’s Opns Rpt for July 1944, pro-
vides essentially the same tale, without mentioning
names.

General Krueger closed the Noemfoor Operation
for historical records purposes on 31 August. On
6 September Brig. Gen. Hanford MacNider took
over command of the task force and the 158th RCT.
The island remained under ALamo Force control
until 9 October, when it passed to the U. S. Eighth
Army. The 503d Parachute RCT moved from No-
emfoor to Leyte, in the Philippines, in mid-Novem-
ber, and the 158th RCT left for Luzon in January
1945. By October, 1,957 Japanese had been killed
or found dead on Noemfoor and 247 had been cap-
tured, while 623 Formosans, 2 Koreans, and 1
Chinese were prisoners of war. These figures are
from Aramo Force, G-2 Wkly Rpt 61, 4 Oct 44,
copy in G-2 DofA files.
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THE ARMY AIR FORCES IN WORLD WAR II

Noemfoor

Neither RENO IV nor MacArthur’s radio to the JCS on 8 May had
contemplated the seizure of an objective in Geelvink Bay other than
Biak, but by mid-May air planners were agitating their need for Noem-
foor Island. Whitehead urged that such an operation could be under-
taken as soon as the Fifth Air Force had two fighter groups operating
at Biak, or about 15 June. By this time the RAAF engineers would be
completing their work at Tadji and could be released to construct fields
on Noemfoor needed for the 10 Operational Group and a few Fifth
Air Force units. An air garrison on Noemfoor would facilitate fighter
escort for bomber strikes on the Halmaheras, could maintain the neu-
tralization of Vogelkop airfields, could break up Japanese efforts to
reinforce Biak from Manokwari, and would also be of value in case the
Japanese navy, observed to be effecting a concentration around Tawi-
tawi, attempted to raid Biak.%

Geography and enemy efforts had fitted Noemfoor for exploita-
tion. It lies near the northwestern limit of Geelvink Bay, eighty-one
miles west of Biak and forty-five miles east of Manokwari. Roughly
elliptical in shape upon axes of about fourteen miles north-south and
thirteen miles east-west, Noemfoor’s low coral-limestone hills are pre-
dominantly timber covered. The northern half of the island is low and
flat. A fringe of coral reef almost completely surrounds the island,
allowing access to only a few landing beaches. In November 1943, the
Japanese, seeking to speed development of airfields, had impressed some
3,000 Javanese men, women, and children for labor on Noemfoor,
where all but 403 of the mistreated slaves were to die before liberation.
Three partly completed airdromes had been built: Kornasoren, on the
north-central coast, with a partially cleared 5,000-foot strip; Kamiri,
on the northwest coast near Kornasoren, with a §,000-foot strip and
seemingly extensive parking areas; and Namber, one-half mile inland
in the southwest part of the island, with a 4,000-foot runway and
limited dispersals. Other than a good path running around the perimeter
of the island there was no well-developed system of communications.®*

Allied prognostication as to the number of defending troops likely
to be encountered on Noemfoor was hampered by the closeness of the
island—two hours by destroyer or eight hours by barge—to Manokwari.
On 21 June, ALAMO estimated that 2,850 enemy troops, including
1,600 combat troops, were then on Noemfoor, and that the Japanese
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would be able to move an additional combat battalion there prior to an
Allied landing. Estimates of air resistance for Noemfoor were about
the same as for Biak. Within 800 miles the Japanese held at least forty-
nine operational airdromes, and within zoo miles they had seven ad-
vanced staging fields. FEAF intelligence expected a maximum enemy
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air strength of 554 aircraft, predominantly fighters, to be within a
radius of 600 miles of Noemfoor. The concentration of Japanese war-
ships at Tawitawi was first believed a threat to Noemfoor, but before
the target date these ships would have sortied for the Marianas. White-
head, convinced that the Japanese had been reinforcing Noemfoor
steadily, felt that they would “fight to beat hell.”**

GHQ planners had been in no hurry to commit themselves on a
Noemfoor invasion, obviously preferring to await developments at
Biak, but on 5 June, MacArthur indicated that it might be necessary to
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use one regiment of infantry against Noemfoor in order to consolidate
Biak. A preliminary GHQ plan contemplated use of this regiment and
two engineer aviation battalions to seize and develop Kamiri drome for
a fighter group, beginning on 22 June. The Allied Air Forces staff,
while realizing that seven miles of road would be required to exploit
Namber, urged that all three of the airdromes would be needed. The
air forces were facing a strong air concentration, and their attacks on
Amboina, Jefman, and Halmahera bases would need 2 minimum instal-
lation on Noemfoor to serve air units which otherwise would have to
be less economically placed on Biak. GHQ accepted the concept of a
Noemfoor operation designed to secure all airdromes and issued a
warning instruction on 14 June, designating the 158th RCT, aug-
mented with combat and service units, as the invading force. The target
date would depend upon the establishment of fighter units at Biak.®

Discussions, including the highly controversial determination of a
target date, now passed to ALAMO’s Finschhafen headquarters. Mac-
Arthur had maintained that Noemfoor could be invaded between 22
and 25 June, but most of his staff seemed to believe it impossible before
mid-July, a time which also jibed with Seventh Fleet thinking. No one,
however, was particularly anxious to inform MacArthur that there
would have to be delay. Kenney was exceedingly anxious to get two
fighter groups to Biak in time to permit an invasion on 25 June—so
anxious, indeed, that he would have been willing to see the attack
launched with only one fighter group in place. A preliminary confer-
ence at Finschhafen on 16 June, however, estimated that Biak air facili-
ties could not permit the invasion before 30 June, and at a conference
between Krueger, Whitehead, and Fechteler on 20 June, it was decided
that 2 July would be the best target date. By then the task force, sched-
uled to have completed concentration at Toem by 26 June, would have
held a landing rehearsal, the engineers would have completed a parallel
taxiway on Owi desired by Whitehead, and additional LCM’s and
LCT’s would have moved forward. MacArthur immediately approved
this target date.®?

GHQ had already released its formal operations instructions on 17
June, and the naval, ground, and air plans for TABLETENNIS soon
followed. The mission of the Allied Naval Forces was the usual trans-
portation and supporting function.* Reef conditions off Kamiri drome,

* TF 74 and TF 75 would furnish cover and fire support, while TF 77, commanded

by Admiral Fechteler, would embark troops at Toem and proceed so as to arrive off
Noemfoor in time for H-hour (1800K) on 2 July.
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the desired landing area, necessitated more than usual attention. Air
photos showed no depth of water over the continuous reef about 450
yards offshore, but a team of ALAMO Scouts reconnoitered on the
night of 22/23 June and found four feet of water in a pronounced
break about 400 yards long off the southwest end of Kamiri strip.
LCI’s, LCT’s, and LCM’s might be able to get across the reef there
(the ALAMO Scouts had been uncertain as to the state of the tide
when they sounded), but LST’s would have to off-load the assault
troops and supplies into LVT’s and DUKW?’s. This would take time,
and the Japanese garrison, probably alerted by the party of scouts,
might well concentrate their fire on the narrow boat lane and inflict
Tarawa-like damages before the 158th RCT could get ashore. Thus it
was vital that naval gunfire and aerial bombing paralyze the enemy
defenses immediately prior to H-hour.®®

ALAMO organized the CYCLONE Task Force under command of
Brig. Gen. Edwin D. Patrick and charged it to land at Kamiri, seize
the airdrome area, and subsequently occupy all of Noemfoor. The total
combat force numbered only 7,415 men, and both Krueger and White-
head, while realizing the shipping limitations, were skeptical that so
few combat troops could accomplish the mission with any degree of
speed. There being no really valid information as to enemy strength,
Krueger committed the so3d Parachute Infantry Regiment at Hol-
landia as the task force reserve and alerted the 34th Infantry at Biak.
CYCLONE engineers were expected to prepare initially one §,000-
foot runway capable of extension into a fighter-medium bomber field
if terrain permitted, one 6,000-foot runway for expansion into a heavy
bomber field, and one additional fighter-medium bomber field. Large
undispersed parking aprons might be prepared initially, but eventually
280 hardstands were contemplated. Of these facilities, one usable run-
way with limited dispersal for 75 fighters and 8 night fighters would be
ready by D plus 3; limited dispersals for 75 additional fighters by D
plus 10; one additional runway and limited dispersals for r28 light
bombers and 75 additional fighters by D plus 28; and the whole pro-
gram would be completed by D plus 66.%

At Brisbane on 26 June, an ALAMO representative presented the
combined TABLETENNIS plan to MacArthur’s staff conference.
MacArthur approved it, seemingly without his usual enthusiasm. Ken-
ney’s side comments were somewhat skeptical. “If it were not for the
confidence that I have in your flattening the defenses before the infan-
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try gets in,” he wrote Whitehead, “I would be willing to bet that the
show would be a flop, but having a lot of faith in the thousand pound
bomb and reading the continuous stream of reports of the Gloucester-
izing going on I am not worried about it at all.”** TABLETENNIS
was a small operation, but if the Japanese defenders remained able to
fight they could make it costly both in men and time for the Allies.

Much of the aerial preparation for Noemfoor had already been
accomplished in support of Biak. As early as 11 June, Whitehead had
directed Hutchinson to use the 3d Bombardment Group against
Manokwari in force approximately equal to that against Noemfoor so
as to confuse the Japanese command as to the next Allied objective.
He especially enjoined him to continue the “intelligent and aggressive”
strikes against barge and lugger concentrations at Manokwari, both to
reduce their ability to ship reinforcements to Biak and to deny them
any opportunity to build up Noemfoor. During June, the 310th Wing
claimed destruction of 107 Japanese vessels, mostly barges and luggers
but including some twenty-four freighters. The 3d Group’s “Grim
Reapers,” in their busiest operational month overseas, claimed 74 of the
107 vessels. With such a splendid record to indicate what A-20's u
front could do, delay in getting a second A-20 group to Hollandia was
doubly bitter to Whitehead.*!

Similarly, the campaign against the Vogelkop airfields would assist
an engagement at Noemfoor. Following the eradication of Japanese air
units at Jefman and Samate,* the Fifth Air Force had only to keep the
Vogelkop strips sufficiently cratered to prevent their use by sneak
raiders. During the latter part of June, the 3d Group attacked Babo,
Moemi, and Waren dromes, and the goth Group’s B-24’s, staged into
Wakde on 22 June, raided Jefman, Samate, Ransiki, and Moemi. The
38th Group, staging B-25’s through Hollandia, also hit Manokwari
and Ransiki on 26 and 27 June. Neutralization raids against Babo, de-
signed to cover the heavy bombers at Wakde, were made by the 380th
Group on 27 and 29 June. Since there were no Japanese interceptions
over the Vogelkop after 22 June, fighter escorts strafed targets of
opportunity for want of better to do. By 1 July such hostile air power
as remained in New Guinea was generally debilitated. Jefman seemed
abandoned, there was little activity at Samate, Babo’s strips were
cratered, Waren was unserviceable, and Moemi was used but sparingly.
The Allied Air Forces estimated that there were approximately fifty-

* See above, pp. 639—41.
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six enemy planes in northwestern New Guinea, of which probably no
more than twelve were actually serviceable.”? Only the weather and
the long distance from Nadzab hindered the neutralization of Noem-
foor.

Sustained air attacks against the island began on 20 June with a four-
squadron Liberator attack on Kamiri drome. Nadzab-based B-24’s
returned to the target next day, but bad weather, which would linger
in the Markham valley for the remainder of the month, then closed in,
and the 22d and 43d Groups were able to reach Noemfoor only on 25
and 26 June. Except for 23 June, when weather completely shrouded
Noemfoor, the A-20’s of the 3d Group and dive-bombing fighters from
the 49th, 348th, and 475th Groups continued the assault; but these
planes could not deliver the bomb tonnage necessary to saturate the
beachhead defenses, and Whitehead, after moving his advanced com-
mand post to Hollandia on 28 June, called for Thirteenth Air Force
support. On 30 June the sth and 307th Groups, joined by the goth
Group at Hollandia and assisted by a miscellany of shorter-range
forward units, delivered 159.5 tons of bombs to Noemfoor. The next
day a break in Markham valley weather permitted all five FEAF
heavy bombardment groups, plus the miscellaneous units, to drop 220.6
tons of bombs on the island. Between 20 June and 1 July, FEAF planes
had thus deposited 801 tons of bombs on Noemfoor, mostly on the
defenses in the Kamiri area. These missions proved uneventful, for the
Japanese garrison elected to save its ammunition to withstand inva-
sion, permitting the island t6 become an undefended target over which
Allied aircraft were free to bomb and strafe from any level. Thus on 26
June a 403d Squadron formation, after five runs over Namber looking
for an openmg in the clouds, descended to 3,000 feet to bomb. After
such experiences, one mtelhgence officer wondered whether a “milk-
run” to Noemfoor was actually “an engagement with the enemy.”®

The naval convoys, covered by Wakde and Biak fighters, had begun
leaving Toem on 29 June, and by about 0630 on 2 July the landing and
fire support ships were standing off Kamiri. Just before the sun rose
three cruisers opened fire, and a few minutes later destroyers and three
rocket-launching LCI’s joined. Four other destroyers off Namber and
Kornasoren began a simultaneous barrage. Between H minus 8o and
H-hour the ships off Kamiri had fired two and one-half times as much
ammunition as normally required to neutralize such an area. Promptly
at o731 the first B-24’s appeared, and by o747 the last of the sixteen
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Liberators had dropped their cargoes of 250-pound instantaneous dem-
olition bombs precisely on Japanese ridge defenses and personnel
areas overlooking the beachhead. Admiral Fechteler described their
work as “the best example of coordination and timing yet achieved in
the SWPA.”** Proceeding ashore successfully in LVT’s, the assault
wave of the 158th RCT found that the Japanese had abandoned their
beach defenses. The first defensive troops encountered, near the cen-
ter of Kamiri strip, had been so badly stunned by the aerial and naval
bombardment that they could offer little resistance. Throwing a perim-
eter defense around the airdrome, the 158th spent the rest of D-day
cleaning huddles of dazed Japanese troops out of the caves east of the
airdrome. A captured Japanese lieutenant and abandoned documents
revealed that the Japanese commander had observed the soundings of
the ALAMO Scouts and had anticipated an Allied landing at Kamiri
early in July. He had prepared defenses and registered weapons so as to
destroy the landing forces on the reef, but his forces, their morale and
combat efficiency already sapped by aerial bombings, collapsed under
the immediate pre-invasion air and naval bombardment.*® The poten-
tially hazardous landing at Noemfoor was thus accomplished practical-
ly without opposition.

The B-24’s from the goth Group represented only a part of the
D-day aerial support. A 42 1st Night Fighter P-61 had taken station over
the beachhead at 0630, and another provided last-light cover. Between
times, the 8th, 348th, and 475th Groups covered the beachhead with
161 fighter patrol sorties. Encountering no opposition, they strafed
such targets as the naval air controller designated. Four A-20 squadrons
each sent two missions to orbit off Noemfoor until directed to ground
targets, and the 17th Reconnaissance Squadron provided three similar
B-25 missions. These support aircraft silenced mortar positions,
knocked out a few automatic weapons, and strafed small parties of
enemy troops attempting to reach the combat area. In general, how-
ever, few worth-while targets appeared, and one A-20 flight was sent
home for lack of a suitable objective. At noon, forty-four B-24’s from
Nadzab bombed Kornasoren airdrome.®®

The ground fighting on Noemfoor had progressed beyond all ex-
pectations on D-day, but Patrick, his early intent to ask for the 503d
Parachute Infantry strengthened by erroneous P/W reports that there
were 3,500 tO 4,500 Japanese troops on Noemfoor, requested rein-
forcements by air beginning on 3 July. By the evening of D plus 2, he
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had correctly assessed enemy opposition at not more than 1,500 men,
but he still needed the additional force for expanding operations.”” The
317th Troop Carrier Group had been concentrated at Hollandia, and
on the mornings of 3 and 4 July its C-47’s dropped 1,424 parachutists
on Kamiri strip. Both missions were marred by high injury rates—9.74
per cent on the 3d and 8.17 per cent on the 4th. On the former day, a
smoke screen laid by A-:0’s and B-25’s to mask the drop zone from
sniper fire drifted over the strip, with the result that many of the para-
chutists, missing the strip, landed among debris and parked vehicles on
either side of it. On the second day the C-47’s released the jumpers
properly and most of them landed in the drop area, but by this time the
engineers had begun compacting the strip and there were more frac-
tures than on the previous morning. A ground forces board subse-
quently concluded that an airstrip was unsuited for paradrops and,
with the exception of a few planes which had dropped below the pre-
scribed 400 feet, absolved the 317th Troop Carrier Group of blame for
the casualties.?® Because of the high injury rate, a third battalion sched-
uled to be dropped was flown to Biak and thence moved to Namber by
LCI'son 11 July.®

Meanwhile, the 158th RCT had occupied Kornasoren drome on 4
July, and the next day a battalion moving southward from Kamiri broke
up a Japanese counterattack to end organized resistance. On 6 July,
by means of a shore-to-shore landing, a battalion of the 158th secured
Namber. The same day a platoon of paratroopers seized Manim Island,
desired by the air forces as a radar site. After 7 July patrols pushed
remnants of the enemy, soon reduced by a lack of food to the most
loathsome and promiscuous cannibalism ever noted in SWPA, to the
interior of the island, where by the end of August they had been sur-
rounded and destroyed. Other than routine fighter patrols, the CY-
CLONE force required virtually no air support after a few strafing
sorties on D plus 2.1

During the four weeks in July that Noemfoor was the most ad-
vanced Allied base, enemy air attacks amounted to nine sorties in five
raids, which, if credence is given to a P/W shot down at Noemfoor,
seem to have originated at Ceram bases and to have staged through
Moemi. Neither the first raid, made by a single bomber at 2150 hours
on 4 July, nor the following efforts were effective. Aircraft warning
and control functions at Noemfoor were performed by Detachment
G, Fighter Wing, utilizing the 35th Fighter Control Squadron and
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operating units of the s65th and 569th Signal AW Battalions. They
opened an assault control center on D-day, and after encountering
shipping delays and various unloading accidents they finally completed
the permanent installations of the 34th Fighter Sector on 20 August.’®

Construction of initial air facilities on Noemfoor had to be timed in
relation to the Vogelkop operation scheduled for 30 July. Fortunately,
construction could begin as soon as the engineers were ashore. The
Japanese strips, unfortunately, were of little use. Kamiri was poorly
surfaced with sand and clay and, instead of supposedly “extensive dis-
persals,” had no more than ten hardstands. Kornasoren was “only a
location.” Namber strip was suitable for transports, but its utilization
would require a supply route overland from Kamiri and construction
of a standard airfield would be complicated by heavy standing timber
and rugged terrain. Work began at Kamiri on D-day, when the 27th
Engineer Combat Battalion dragged lengths of Japanese railway irons
behind trucks to smooth ruts and used abandoned rollers to begin com-
pacting the strip. By 5 July the 1874th Engineer Aviation Battalion
started 24-hour construction, and after a coral surfacing coat had been
laid the strip was opened on 16 July for transport aircraft. Work had
not begun at Kornasoren when, without warning on 14 July, GHQ
indicated that air plans to begin raids against the Halmaheras would
require a serviceable strip and parking for fifty P-38’s there by 25
July—this without slowing work at Kamiri—but the RAAF 62 Con-
struction Wing, service units, and combat troops working together
met the deadline. During August the Fifth Air Force and ALAMO
would agree to forego a fighter-medium bomber field at Namber,
reasoning that the engineering effort could better exploit a limited
expansion at Kamiri and a large expansion at Kornasoren.**® But, after
the middle of August, the base-construction program on Noemfoor
became a factor in immediate pre-Philippine operations and will be
discussed in a later volume.

The air garrison, moved to Noemfoor before early August, was by
no means as extensive as the Fifth Air Force had scheduled, because
of a shipping jam even more aggravated than that at Biak. With the
worst unloading conditions ever encountered in SWPA, only about
4,940 tons of shipping could be debarked between 2 and 15 July.
Naval demolition parties had blasted a slot through the barrier reef
off Kamiri and engineers had built an LST jetty there by 13 July, but
even with attainment of a maximum daily unloading capacity of 1,500
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tons ALAMO predicted that the shipping backlog could not be cleared
before the end of August. This tie-up both delayed the movement of
air force units and hindered construction on Noemfoor. By 12 August
air force movements into Noemfoor were 69 per cent behind schedule
for troops, 76 per cent for vehicles, and 66 per cent for other impedi-
menta. An advanced detachment of 10 Operational Group went ashore
on 4 July, and on 21-22 July, P-40’s of the 78 Wing flew to Kamiri.
Waterborne echelons of the RAAF 22 and 30 Squadrons (77 Wing)
were to have reached Noemfoor before 12 July, but these shipments
could not be debarked until 24 July and 14 August and their Bostons
and Beaufighters could not be accommodated at Kamiri before the
middle of August. The American garrison was even more tardy, and
when the advanced detachment of the 309th Bombardment Wing
reached Kornasoren on 28 July, two days before D-day at Sansapor,
it found only a detachment of the 419th Night Fighter Squadron in
place. Failing to get transportation from Saidor for the 58th Fighter
Group, Whitehead flew the air echelon of the 35th Group, which had
been biding its time at Nadzab since early June, to Kornasoren in time
to cover Sansapor.'® Fortunately, the landing at Sansapor did not
depend too heavily upon the build-up at Noemfoor.

Sansapor

Both RENO IV and the new RENO V plan had assumed that it
would be necessary to establish an advanced air base midway between
Geelvink Bay and the Halmaheras. An air garrison at such a base—
located either on Waigeo Island or the coast of the Vogelkop—would
assist in neutralizing the Halmaheras, cover the convoys and the in-
vasion beaches there, and interdict Japanese air forces based on the left
flank of the Allied movement. To assure completion of air bases and
the orderly installation of air units in time to assist an invasion of the
Halmaheras (tentatively set for 15 September), the Vogelkop oper-
ation would have to begin about 1 August.'™

Allied planners soon discovered that it was one thing to recognize
the strategic utility of a Vogelkop base and quite another to specify
its exact location, and GHQ, lacking even general information as to
what areas might be profitably explored by ground infiltration parties,
overloaded the Fifth Air Force’s gist Photo Reconnaissance Wing
with requests for aerial photos. Weather and lack of staging space for
photo planes at Wakde and Hollandia proved a hindrance, and the evi-
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GLOSSARY*
* ok x X

AAABC
ACSEA
ADC
ADVON
AFDMA

AFDPU
AFMSC
AFRAL
AFRBS
AFRTH
AFTSC
AFTSI

AGC

AKA

ALF

ANGAU
APA

APD
ASSRON

CA

CACW

CAF

CAVU
CHRONICLE
CINCPOA

CL

COIR
COMAIRCENPAC
COMAIRFORWARD

Assam American Air Base Command

Air Command, South Fast Asia

Alaska Defense Command

Advanced Echelon

Materiel Division, AC/AS, Materiel and
Services

AAF Program Planning

Office of Statistical Control

Allocations Branch, AC/AS, OC&R

Directorate of Base Services

Theater Branch, AC/AS, OC&R

Director of Communications

Director of Technical Inspection

General communications vessel

Cargo ship, attack

Allied Land Forces

Australia-New Guinea Administrative Unit

Transport, attack

Transport, high speed

Air Service Support Squadron

Heavy cruiser

Chinese-American Composite Wing

Chinese Air Force

Ceiling and visibility unlimited

Kiriwina-Woodlark Islands

Commander in Chief, Pacific Ocean Area

Light cruiser

Combat Operations Intelligence Report

Commander Aircraft Central Pacific

Commander Aircraft Forward Area

* This glossary includes only terms not listed in preceding volumes, and it omits
code words for which the index provides a ready guide to definition. For Japanese
aircraft types and their designations, see Vol. I, 79 n.
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COMAIRNORSOLS
COMAIRSOLS
COMAIRSOPAC
COMCENPAC
COMGENSOPAC

CRTC
Cv
DAT
DE (PF)
DIMINISH
DUKW
F/E
HHD
IATF
IBS
ICPOA
ICW
JICPOA
JSSC
JWPC
LAB
LCI
LCM
LCP (R)
LCT
LCV
LSD
LST
LVT
NATS
NCAC
NGF
Patron
PF
POSTERN
PV
RNZAF

788

Commander Air North Solomons

Commander Air Solomons

Commander Aircraft South Pacific

Commander Central Pacific

Commanding General, U.S. Army Forces,
South Pacific Area

Combat Replacement and Training Center

Aircraft carrier

Directorate of Air Transport

Destroyer escort (patrol vessel, frigate)

Finschhafen, New Guinea

Amphibious truck

Forward Echelon

Headquarters, Hawaiian Department

India Air Task Force

India-Burma Sector

Intelligence Center, Pacific Ocean Area

India-China Wing

Joint Intelligence Center, Pacific Ocean Area

Joint Strategic Survey Committee

Joint War Plans Committee

Low-altitude bombardment equipment

Landing craft, infantry

Landing craft, mechanized

Landing craft, personnel (ramp)

Landing craft, tank

Landing craft, vehicle

Landing ship, dock

Landing ship, tank

Landing vehicle, tracked

Naval Air Transport Service

Northern Combat Area Command

New Guinea Force

Patrol squadron

Patrol vessel, frigate

Lae-Finschhafen-Madang

Navy patrol bomber

Royal New Zealand Air Force



SAC
SCAT

SEAC
TCC
USAFICPA
VB

VCS

VF
VMFE
VMSB
VP

VS

VTB
WDC
WDCSA
WDGBI

GLOSSARY

Supreme Allied Commander in Chief

South Pacific Combat Air Transport
(USMC)

Southeast Asia Command

Troop Carrier Command

U.S. Army Forces in Central Pacific Area

Navy dive-bomber squadron

Cruiser-scouting squadron

Navy fighter squadron

Marine fighter squadron

Marine scout-bombing squadron

Navy patrol squadron

Navy shore-based scouting squadron

Torpedo-bombing plane

Western Defense Command

War Department Chief of Staff, U.S. Army

War Department General Staff, Intelligence
(G-2)
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socwey manauverips will begome inoreasimzly daongrerald A8 we ologe
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tanks and webleles uedeEBATY TO thée E11itary opera-tlons on Sbore and
thadsralommert of the lapding ares for futurs

raFnpply. Mortunataly, suek sonditions prevailsd, perzitting ot anly
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ragardesd an 1'lI'l m-n-l i'-u-rt.m-l and not as & pattarn for fubare
oparations undar mimilar sonditiona.

(b) T™The DOEN is oot &8 wall suited for oparation owver coral

rIﬂ'l, as tha LVT. Many HEWs, streandsd om the ragsed edze of the rea’”,
d and roqoired t--ur!.ug sarvicas. Until axit roadways wars
dl'r-l].upld IUEN s could not carry cargo inland over the sandy oliff at the

beaoh . htuﬂui-l'l:t!.m-urmlmmilumlﬂ rovide a larger
propartion of

(e] POs were used far the rirst times =8 contiol vessals
and proved to be zush better sulted for thls type of waork than SCn.
Thelir relatival i tomat 1

i A P T A e e R

I:E‘i'-lul:.'l.'ru oraft far -nlu-i-l- ih.u-hn::i suppart

. (d} The dsmclitlos uhits ocommenced operstlons oo the
reaf faos a8 #0080 A8 Lhe assa 1t Iﬂ?&l?u!ﬂd and ooftlhuwed throdghout

the day, .y
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St el

e it L e T e e e Ny
Lo tha lsmedisis besshhemd aFes, am the LPPa mmde bheir Fipal
afrrioait to sasess LEe destrudtl

rus For Lha bamak. Whils it is
satiles LE oo alghiflaenst yEgl in
Eaan mmed,

m‘i:? A ihenter whesTe Focakein Zave
rel flisos ot the beack bae Besk Esgliglibls. Whlls of ddubiiel
malos azeind dug=in poalilobs they prewmntl any abbve-ghousd
mommial: ThelF uFaties oioe li bOF SoRtal, ratler thaiE aocioal
ad 15 4 toal bofak, asl tha comusaiss wves o Burastl reaolsla
wars AatlGatl ¥ ralt 1200 ya s offahers. Thara 15 B of
taalr FavwPible BeFile aflfeil &8 Lrodpe of the Llsaldl G wavFad.

i alr Pares wma

(f] Tha &lr & PuFnisbad Lha
g af obardisatios and timing wt
T Ba

goedldared 1o e the DOStT &
achisyal 15 tha S.W.F.4. Tha 15 wila "Xy aooUFata.
i lgmad Targdats ¥arFe wall ocoWarael abd o tE Eough walgkr o
destref & serloualy Mmags thos. Communlcatless of S L=
hoiit tha oparatics. La

AlF ware ganarally¥ axoellsst Ghe
alr Coardingter parforesd Bls mimicos 18 & areellect waTsar,
al to ba the sost lspertant 1iek 1E che Suppart-

ahl CRoe EaFa

Alr Team. The Deputy Suppart Alr Costrellsr (ifr Lisfssn Party)
ol 0 Bo opamiing under satarial 48ffloultiea. The

srloualy hasparsd hls affort ood

from ablp to

ashors appedr
lapk of saffislant powar supply
ar of aentrel of Supgar

pravauted the ©
ahore anti]l 1800, D=day.
: (g) Tis tomberdmant in suppart of the landing wes
tha haavisat weted In this aroea te date. Approxisataly 4
rad to nutrallss thilis aros

tizea the amount of ammunition re
wai aypanded from H=H0 urtil Hehour. 3Simse the lendin: wes &
dturs

frontal assanlt on EQVTHT airdroms owar soral roeafs this o
of smpunition weas justified to insure our troops getiing ore with
& mioipom of oaduplties. Through the splendid sooperation betwesn
tha SFCFs and the firing ships after ll=hour, nawel flra randarad
¥ driviog the

valoable asxdatancs to cur troops ashore by ropaata
enmy from preparad defenses, and dispersing bis forses whemever
arzy colled for ond

thay attampted to assembls for attack. Tha

recofived more naval fire in the five days subsaquent to the laoding

thar had ever bafores bemm delivered in any opamtion im this ares
Lt in

ovar the sama pariod of time. paval gunfire F.'Lu.].'u-:n ] ::n.',l:-.rmEu:
tha micomsss of the operation. It :,;pl-u'l:.d:.r ulfilled its misalon,
¥e for itself:= owm faraes Eilled

The sasualty score oo ¥4 day s
8 Jap koown dead [10. i -'z_f '
& a7 il
- = | I"HF B FE o 1 i




FIOEFDG: Opetation = Fepaot s

25, Bimagndations,

Famd af [ortd asl ustiring sargy of
ibla for

CBly the &
2ll bends und ar Bt wit eanditlons ware respdn
gt loa. Ths performanss of

thie Sutcasasafal aEssutlan af tié o
LTy in susseaafully unlaading thelr owd sargo, and than matarlsl 1y
gddlating o the imloading of LTS w8 mh‘l:.m-if.ng..
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SN i)f{igp_ of" the Regimental Commander -

. AEE L e T ode . R
. SUBJEDTY - -HOQEMFOOR ISLAND (TABLETENNIS) Operation, s .
' “o. AT L L ;A Dot g e
R 1 0-, Y 8.'-?0“33, APG?OA.;. RN T S

't -Bpecial Mep, Noemfoor Island, Duteh New Quinsa, 1:63360 .-~ =~ w
Special Map, Noemfoor Island, Dutch New Guinea, 1:20000, Kamiri
Drome, Andel, Menggari, Namber Drome, Cenfral Noemfoox, Cape - ' s
o Insomeken, Cape. Alkar, end Wanara Sheets,’ wi = i yiipiuss & s -

R N s o : Tl LT .
The 5034 Parachute.Infantry Regiment received its warningiorder is its = .
partioipation in the HORMFOOR,-ISLAND (TABLETEHNI_B-) Qggmbion 09&28 June l?hh. v

The regiment was announced as:ESCALATOR.(8ikth:Army) Resarve with.the  *.
misalon of being prepared to. jump on .call on NOENFOOR:ISLAND AQ:sre-inforge U, 8, '~ "
ground Lroops who were b land on 2-July 1944 in .effensive :combat . :
of the Imperial Japanese Army,  :.. Cla TarToand o
‘At the time of receipt of the warning order, a movement g _ od
ordering the regiment to move from its location at NOLLEKANG, DUTCH NEW GUINRA, :.
to vielnity of EBELI'S PLANTATION, HOLLANDIA, DUTCH. NEW- QUINEA; :This'tiove was .
omplﬂtv'd on X June- 1944, . . ‘54 B S )

i 2200 freshly packed parachutes mere ordersd by ALAKO FORCE(Sixth Aay)
- to be transported from our rear base at GORDONVALE, .QUEENSLANDG AUSTRALIA,; ‘
sir¢ ;These parachutes arrived at HOLLANDIA, DUTCH NEW GUINEA, 4n-1 Jily 1

Preparations for the
and equipment with the view of immediately replacing all shortsges,:..The .. - .
regiment was fully equipped end ready to move 1 July 1944. A1l troops were ine: '
formed and familiarized with the Jumping operation on 1 July 1944, Sand tables,
maps, photos and orientation lectures were used to familiarize all troops with
conditions of the terrain and enemy situation, Four (4) reconnsissance flights
were {lown over the area of the impending Jump, The officers who participated in
reconnalssance flights were Colonel GEORIE M. JONES, Regimental Comnander; Lt,
Col., JOHN ¥, BRITTEN, 2d Bn. Commender; kajor CAMERON KNOX, lst Bn, Commander;
Major JOHN R, BRICKSON, 3d Bn, Commander; Captains HARRIS T. MITCHELL, JOHXN B,
FRATT and JOHN R, RICI}CHD, and lst Lb, WILLIAY T. BOSSERT,.
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Thirty eight (38) type C-47 airplanes were assigned the regiment from the
54th Troop Carrier Wing, The planes arrived at HOLLANDIA » DUTCH NEW GUINEA, THE
afternoon of 30 June 194ks On 1 July 1944, & practice flight was. flown, stressing
formation, speed and altitude, Each plane contained the officer who would .
Jumpmaster that plane on the first day of the Jump, Parking of the planes wes
arranged and all planes were taped and put in Junping condition by Air Corps
persoanel under the direstion of the -Assistant Regimental Operations 0fficer,
1st Lt, JAWRENCE S BROWNE, o : T G e Co
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s 2 July 1944, dvei'bai"-i.hatrg?tio‘ns nare

FORGR. (Bt o ruot 001 £70m theTEws
ALAMD ‘FORGE - (613th " ¥ifor the regimant . be prepared
TRIP (TIP‘I‘O}E) » NOELFOOR ISLAND i -I'#BLE% 3)’0 prepa

ops, - o SAELBTENNIS) . on 3 July YoiL -
7® Tniforee other U, 8. ground ¥roops, - ot S HLALETENA]S), Rationh,
:i." _;‘{;;‘:;;” R L Lo - r-r:-r' R .I__.‘_j 1:-?5!_. P v e oy i g TR .

EICeH

il

e LT H3 s 5t

4 . frrangements were made Yo have thirty eight (38) trucks i.hd%%"_’“* ental .
CP at 0300 hr,, 2 July 1944, eagh tiuck nunbered to correspond with a ay ailard )y
nunbered.plane, The take-off wag -gchaduled for G.630'r€§. ’ BJHJ;,tlzzfﬂ “Héving® R
only thirty eight planes assigned hecsasated  Yhe regimeny in three (3 LR
elngmnts.” The 18t battalion ang ®lanents of ﬂ%ﬁalz’ headquattors and.%:: iw
service-sompanies weres to Jump o3’ July- 1941, The 3d-battelioh end R
oleuments’ of regtl,” hq, end sarvide tompanies were to Junp on 4 July 194k The -+ .
'Zd"'bﬂt:t!}ion waaﬁgbb Jump on % Julr{:-m. By L : ;“j-'..":- .l;s%g-f’:. - :%\g o

20 »3-;:» Vins T - R :s b R N i‘e::‘—' _qu&" .-'_-:t,.
* - Papsonnsl to' Sunp resshed strip“at 0505 lir, andl were at $thtions in-the-
planas’ at 0615 hri- The fiyat plane-tock off at 0630 kg, Mtﬁiuﬂfe}; iod
&t thirty (30) setond _.Lntermls'.*glms‘ rendemvoised over HUMBOLDT BAY, 7 s
HOLLANDIA,:DUTCH NEW GUINEA, untii’al) planes-Were'in formatlomyit " B

F,

. IR

whi 8

The fomatlon for the £14gnt Yo the drop sone was column of V18 of 12

planes; :Upon reaching drop zone, the formation: shanged to riights: 51':'&'0‘_‘3‘:; Hs

planes mh, echaloned to right TOAY; " The di&t;&nﬁ. between fll@}.. Yan iﬂ\‘

hundred feet with fipst flight flying at 400 feet and albem'ﬁe:_.n'l_ t8 £154ns

&t 450 feet, - ™ . v L A i
R FO S R :

% o
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., Colonel GEORGEZ'M, JONES, Regluental Commardér; Mador CAMERON:KiOX, st [
Battalion Commander; and Cap HARRIS T, MITCHRLL, Regimental Gpera LR L
Officer, feported to the Commanding General, CYCLONE TASK FORCE, for instrusctions
and the lst Battalion was given the wission of taking over the perimeter defense

around KAMIRT STRIP.(TIPTOR) that was held by the 1st Battalionfmﬁh"lnfiﬁpw
The lst Battalion, -158th Infantry trodps wers relieved and our forces were in-

position 'on the perimeter by 1530 hr,, 3 July 194k, Reglmental and 1st Battslion
CP'a were ‘established at KAYIRY STRIP (TIPTCE), '

The 3d Battalion was given the mission of relieving units of the 24 Bate
tallien, 158th Infantry, on the EAST end of the perimeter about KAMIRT STRIp (TIp
TOE)e Our forces were in position at 1730 hr., 4 July 19:44,

Our 24 Battallon, scheduled to Jump on 5 July 1914 y did not Jump upon the
recommendation of the roginental commander, Excessive injuries sustained op -

the two (2) previous Jumps due to obstaglaes ard condition of drop zone was the
reason for the recommendation, : - RN

Loy 08 7 July 1944, Battery B, Li7th Pield Artillery Battalion, and Company ¥,
. "93th Chemieal Battalion, (less one platoon) {he2" mprtara) were attached to -
the rag:lment_. L . .

i ; .. - ) . . 4{1 . - ‘ . ) ’ ) . .
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July 1944. They were °1‘d°1‘°d to Proeeed overland b IHASI and pa!-.rol Aaes:
that vioinity. They reached INASI 10 July 1941.. _

: During t.he period 3-12 July 1944. unita “of t.he ht. and 34’ Baf.’b:au “*%momus. N
],7 patrolled ta the SOUTH and SCUTHEAST from their pouitiom in tha“
around KAMIRI STRIP (TIPTCE), . L ;;'

. «" 5

L ml3 July 19141;, compakw C was dispatched on patrol with the missian%t
gontasting the enemy force and pushing them towards our 24 Battalion ay’ IkABI. .
_At 1400 hr., 13 July 1944, the main body of the erieny ‘win' gontasted, This“i = . .,
force was estidated at h06 ‘and armed with heavy s, IMis and’knee mortars, Lo
Information later received from PW states that the force was actually 1200 troops =
under the command of Colone) SHIMIZU, The enemy were entrenched on Hill §70

with & strong snipss sereen’and all automatie weipons §itea, “Mfter érigaging the . . i
énemy in a fire fight for 33 hours, Company C. w.hqm:'aoo yards to the ‘WORTH,. i L
@stablished a ddonaiu position and celled for resinfordements; - Companies A by
“and B were gent ‘as’ re-inforgements and were i position with Compeny U at<1848 -~ . .

“hr, During the night, harrassing fire was pldsed on HLL) 670 by Bat;t.ery B, -
ll+7t.h Fiold Artillory Batt.a.l.ion.

MR T I I
R s ol
1 & " w RopEgs

. 1k July 1944, patrols were sent from t.hp 1ot Bat.t.alion to dot.ermlne 't the
enemy was 8till In position-on Hill 670, Our patrols received both riflé sand
aatomatic fire upon approaching the enemy position. Ouwr patrols then withdrew
and an srtillery barrage was placed on Hill 670, Patrol aot.ivit.y then oont.inued
throughout. the day att.empting to loocate tbe cnbmw' f.lmks

[
(e

© AL 0700 hr., 1, suly 191;&, following an artillery b&rrago, compa.nr B mved on
to Hill 670, They engountered very light oppesition and found that the mein
body naf withdrawn during the aight, A porimter defende wss established on - f

Hi11 670 and far yeaching patrols were dispatohed with t-ho mission of again
locating the ma,'m enemy toroq.

© 0n L July 1944, Coupshy B, 95th Chemiosl Battalich, (x.m one pmoon) : -’
and Battery B, 147th Field Artillery Battalion, were ro].iewd from attuchment, i

The regiment was ordered to HAMBER STRIF (vmmxwm) with the nisafon of securing ’
the Island SQUTH of horizontal grid 0,

Battery A, L47th Fleld Artillsry Battalion, at NAMBER, was attached t.o the
regiment on 14 July 1944.

During the period 15-23 July 1944, the lst Battalion continued patrolling to
the SOUTH and SQUTHEAST from H1ll 670 attempting to loctte the main body of tae

eneny force again, The 2d Battalion &t INASI was patrelling to the NORTH and
HOR:I‘HEAST with the ssme mission,

On 23 July 194k, patrols of Company D and Company B, operating NORTH from
INASI, again encountered the main body of the enemy. After following the enemy,
'who were employed in delaying sction using a stréng eniper screea, for two .
days, our troops were forced to return to base for suppliea, Pat-rola were again
dispatohed but the enemy force was not contacted immediately.

Patrol activities during the period 24 July to 8 August 1944 continued in
all directions #rom battalion command posts loceted at INASI, MENOEKWARI and
MAMBER., Due to the dense Jtmgle and tropica.l ra.ina, patrols of any durat.ion
were extremsly difficult, a ‘
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% sontaats were made in the ViGinily o

of INASI where heavy Tossas
upon the enemy, .

- R VO
On 10 August 1944, & patrol from Company g Loundi® S rad ) whbah. :
large force had moved down it within the last twenty ‘rauﬁ ‘(u)ﬂph %@ :
information was given the“battsalion- somuander who immedistely Alspatohed .. . .
Coupany G to contaot the enagy force, (ontact was made at 1500 hr., nw‘ i
1944, The enemy force, under.Colonel SHIMUZU, was entrenched along ‘a ridge T
SOUTHZEST of INASI, Their strength was estimsted at approximately thres hundred .
and fifty (35@) and were ammed with all types of small myms wespons., During = -
the night 11 August 1944 sptillery fire was placed on the ridge Gocupied by the
anamny fdg'cet T s B

Oa ﬁ August 1944, Cofmpeny H was sent forward to re-inforgeé Company 0. At
1000 hry; 12 August, our forces advanced upon the ridge only to find & dovering
foros. Delsying action eontinued throughout the day with the main body not T
being contacted, Artillery fire was 8gain placed against the esemy during the night
by Battery i, l47th Pield Artiliery Battalion, i '

On 13 ‘August 1944, contact was established at 0700 hr, and a'fire fight
‘continued throughout the day with the enemy employing all small ayms in delaying
action, Our forces were attacking throughout the day. -Heavy losses were ine
"flicted upon the enemy. -

e e g

During this perfod uniis of the ist Battalion were ioved from the SOUTH to
block enemy withdrawal to the SOUTH and WEST, Company A contaoted units of the
;-,_mj.ﬁ body‘;at 1730 hro, M‘Aug“at 19“. . T = .

. ‘From 14 August 194, to 16 August-19LL, clashes -&twoen .paf.rols of 1st Bat.- :
talion m;"covgring forces of the enemy forces were numerous, . e b

Aw‘;

)
-

On 17 August 1944, the remaining elements of the enemy force were driven :
into a pocket with our forces on threa (3) sides and the ocoean on'the other, in- ’
. the visinity of PAKRIKI, The maln foree was routed and an estimated twenty (20)
"enemy escaped, All reported heavy machine guns were captured during the en- ° ¢
counter, Fatrolling continued until 22 August.when lst Battalion less one (1)
‘company was ordered to proceed overland to NAVBER, :

n 21 August 1944, the Comuanding General, CYCLONE TASK FORCE, directed that
$he regiment, less three (3) companies, would move to a new camp site near
KAXIRI STRIF, This move was completed 23 August 1944, .

The three (3) companies remaining at SOUTH:RN part of the Island were
Company D at MAUBER, Comnany I at INASI and Company C at MENCEKWARYL SOUTH v“ITH
wilts at WANSRA and MENUFURI. These unitas continued patrelling until relieved
by units of the 158th Infantry on 27th August 1944, They were then moved to. new
camp site near XAMIRI STRIP, ,

On 27:}Lugu8t. 1944 one platoon of Gompany E was given-the misslon of relleving
, & platoon of Compsny F, 158th Infantry, at MENOEKWARI “EST, guarding a radar
- unit located there, . :

During the pericd 3 July to 3 Aug;ut. 1944, enemy casualties weret

ASSIFIED:
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1087 KIA -
82 POW

Tha 50§d Parachute Infantry

Killed :

Died of Wounds

. Wounded (Evacuated)
Wounded (Non Evacuated

 Injured (Evacuated)
Injured (Non Evacuated
Sick (Bvacusted)

.. Sisk (Non Evacuated)

- Captured v -
Missing -
“The follow:

operations o

)
)

CdT

P i)
iy
N ¥
s

312 POV (Formosan)
.9.Javanese liberated

casualties were s rolloi83m ”t“ﬁéég?{r'w
TR
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observations were made and iusons learned during the

1., PRELIMINARY PREPARATION FO& EARACHUTE COMBAT JUMP

have ¢

on the part of the pilots,
b.

& ¢ompany,

at one time.
e

O,
by air be made,
studied prior to D-Day.

of sultable jumping areas,

d.
for parachute troops,

Native gardens,

8. Preparation, - Prior to DD
raining in dropping parachutists,
in this mission had not flown for a jump
never dropped parashute troops,

Jumg Practice, - Parachutists
prior to the mission in participeting in a
The majority of jumpers
within the 6 months prior to the mis
with a tactical problem due to the

Reconnaissance by Alr, = It is
and at such altitude that the texture
A study of air
information as to the texture of the tec
to be encountered., :rior ground reconnaissance would

Alr Strips, - Landing
The hardness of the
due to the shock of impact of a parachutist

8y every pilot participating should

A nunber of pilots dropping parashutists
for a pericd of 12 months. Many had
Lack of prastice csused a feeling of uneasiness

should have had receat practice
tactical Jump of at lsast the size of
on this mission had made only one Jjump

slon, None of these juups were in connection
auall number of planes that were ever available

most important that resonnaissance
of the terrain can be
photographs does not give satisfactory
rrain or of the obstacles on the ground
be invaluable in selection

strips are unsatisfactory for jumping areas
ground results in exceasive casualties
undsr the normal combat load,

kunal gress or serub timber are satisfactory jumping areas,

2, TACTICAL INFORATION AND PLAMNING FRIOR TO JIRP

Warning order and necessa
the paraghute commander at lsast

exhaustive study can be made of ‘sl ¥

" !
v f "v' ’16"
£
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detaihd?-iaobical lo&dl[i_gl__;:and (3) 'i‘h proper 19g13t19'

the mias:_l.pn.

3. +.COMMUNICATIONS o e

e - - oy B . bihaims”
Sound power Wire. -« Sound power wire type w130 prov
satisfactory mesns of positive and dependable comnunication.
wire with EES telephones WP to 12 or 15 milss ¥
tion. A complete network of telephone gommunication wes maintained with this -
type wire during the eatire operation. At one stage of active -gperations
against-the eneny, the regimental gomuand post was sble to copverae with units
of two battalions, 8 or 10 miles distant, which were closing on the enesy {ron
opposite 4t pestions, and geparated only be a few hundred yardse Fire adjust-

. menyfor supporting £leld artillery by the same msans Was m.ghly*;saturaotory,
. even though the distance Lo the impact area approaghed the maximua range of -
the guhB. Radio gommunication with ‘the 284 net proved very gatisfactory. The

SCR-511 radio was used up to a distanae of five thousand yards in 8 voice net
with the SCR-284. The SCR-536 radio proved entirely unsatisfastory in the wet
heavy J'ungle. . . :

. FuN e
. ¥
¢ ety

4o EVACUATION OF YODNDED - % L A
_ 1n jungle fighting largs Ear-rymg parties of "aoldioz;afiir nabvives are
necessary Lo lnsure prompb evacustion of the wounded, * Native garriers proved

a great asset in this work when they sould be induced to go neay the front
1ines. The present litter 18 too heavy for satiasfagtory use in the jungle where

Jong oarries by foob are necesssxy- in the evacustion of the wounded, A light
canvas litter without side poles is _conndsred satisfactory. S

a. Traeining of All Individuals. = The necessity in training each
individual in the basic elexents of combst intelligence was evident in this
operation. 0On reconnaissance patrols vital information about the terrain and
the enexy wenb unobserved, Few {ndividuals on either reoonnalesance patrols or
gombat patrols thoroughly searched the killed or found dead for vital intelli~
gence material. ' S

: b, Value of Trained Intelligence personnel, — The work of the
battelion and regimental {ntelligence sections was excellent., The value of the
work done by trained intelligence personnel cannob be overestimated.

6, COUHIER IRTEQGEHCE MEASURES
2. Precaution should be taken in giving ccmbat instructions over the
telephons. #fTectiveneas of combat operatiocn would have been jeopardized if
Japanese had tapped our telephone wire. 1n giving combab instructions by wire
the use of the Pl was pot rigidly adhered to. No positive evidence of the
enemy tepping the wires was discovered during the entire operation.

b, On the move of a pattalion § miles gross countyy the number of
food wrappers prom.tucous]: thrown along the trall mey have disclosed the approX=
time O

4 Mp%%%}% £ the movement to an intelligent

— ———GES
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~ action, Oreat difficulty was ensountered in sesuring only one transport plane’

JCOLASSIFIED

. [HE Pa ‘£ T
238 wJ&w . RS R »

Ay A. " prevention of. mnlaria by tak.i.ng et uof - E
prophylaxis durding the :operation, although t.roopa were in Lsolated and 80 Fy-ls
places during mush of the time, proved satisfactdry, Results should slways be
favorable if the individusl ias s80ld on the idoa that the atabrine prcphylax.ts B
does work and appprtaaas mlnrl.a. : . e =

. " Skin Disesses, - 'l‘roops must be diacouraged from going bare~foot or
unolothed a.h any time {n the J.ocali.ty of native villages or at water points - -
where natives baths,

ey

o8 SURIY S

i
a, RM“PPI.V o! Troops An the Jungle‘ - E@iupply in tbo Jungldf ditti- . L
oult by overland carriers. Combat effioiency and mobility of astion ’ . g&”
fighting in the jungle isa dlracu,y dependent on t.he steady auppl,y of food, Ex }
. : : : X

wat.er and ammunition 4

. b, Supply by nat.ive carriers or carrying parties o.f our m troops : a
over long jungle distances was highly unsatisfactory. Aerial resupply of
minimun requirements of troops fighting in the jungle will enable a freedom of. f

|
1
{

for a-short perlod each day for re-supply of troops, In many cases pressure .
against the enemy could not be maintained due t,o the J.nadequacy of supply.

¢, It is recommended that arrangemenbu be mde to supply parachute ) )
troops for 7 days solely by aerial re-supply, After that period where the ]
snaller units are operating over a wide-spread jungle Lerrain a number of ’
transport planes should be made directly avallable to the pmohute commander
for the purpose of ro-aupply. e

As the parachute troops are primarily shogk troops and are lightly
equipped, arrangements should be made for a limited supply of transportation
(Jeeps and trailers) to be brought in when water transportation or air trans-
portstion is practicabls, As prior arrangements had not been made for bringing
in organizational tranaportation by boat, this regiment conducted the entire
operation with practically no transportation,

i, -

g

10, TEAPONS

The Thompson sub-machine gun proved a favorite weapon in the aquad for
Jungle fighting,. 4 second tommy~gun per squad would have advantages, The 30
round TSHG ¢lip in leu of the 20 round ¢lip is preferred, The &0 mm. mortar j
proved & particularly efficient jungle weapon where clearance could be obtained, !
Becauss of its reduced length, the li~l bayonet for parachute troops ia preferable (
to the 11905, The BAR proved itself a valusble aggressive weapon for parachute :
troops in fighting in the jungle, The carbine when fired, closely resembles the
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o . -f‘n,‘. ,‘ ’
@ . A: Tor quiatly, dispatefilng a lane’ Jap/. it

“hang proved Ahalr superiority oveir the Australian hend grenade
® of-its absolute water tight construstion, A largs percentage of Australe °-

isn grenades would not detonate after being exposed to wet weather, z,

ot

: 3
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‘B¢ Rifle and carbdne carrying pouches now in use by this regiment . :

(manufactured by our parachute maintensnce seation) proved unsatisfastory, ' i
The

H
r',‘uf_ v

& prevented the individual Crom orawling properly. Ths:standard L 5 A
rifle -belt - and. sarbine olip pouches sre balieved to ou satlafactory, replace~ v
nont8, - i ’ . o \#&2 N S o

by, Jungle boots sre-not -aat.u{raotorf foot geaw . for movmt. in .
heavy. jungle with large rugged outcroppings of soral formation. The parachute
boot is completely satisfaotory foot gear under all conditions,

_ . Because helmets-interfered-with the detestion of varlous sounds of
the Jungle the helmet was not.deaired while patrolling, For this reason the
individual eoldier lost aightsof the value of the helmot »s protection against
shell fraguents of eneay field artillery and aerial bombs, oo

12, JAPANESE TACTICS<c; '~ +  =ii-. -. - e

é.’“- Iﬁdj:vidﬁni ?ighting. - di:;iétmla, on meeting Japanase face to
face along the trail, our men: consistently outethought and.out—shot the Japaness,.

—
SRy oy .
e e

delaying astion.  On nuserous occasions our troops upon mesting a Jap outpest
pesition, consisting of one automatic wespon and 2 or 3 rifles, did not take
prompt. effective action to knoek out this small force,

b, Determination of Eneny Troops, - Japansse proved a determined S
fighter, one who would not give up unless cornered,. - During the last 2 weeks of SRt
the operation the Jap resorted to cannibelism of our dead and their dead in : :
order to prolong the resistance, The Jap &ppears to have a very high regard :
for the grensde and bayonet, These two weapons were alwsys carried even by. !
those who were not armed with a rifile, Lack of o1l to keep their individual '
rifles in a good state of operation, contributed a great deal to the success of
our troops at various times. In several fire fights the Japanese, upon begon
ing excited, seemed to lack Judgement and. control, In the employment, of the
heavy machine gun, the Juikd, on two known occasions theaze gung were fired into
the ground a few yards to the front without any apparent effort to traverse or
search, dJapanese defensive positions though hastily set up, appeared to follow
a well t:ought out plan, consisting of wall aighted autometic weapons on fore
ward sloped hills of high ground, protected by rifles, with a ring of tree

BLASSIF"D
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sori il um(nge BB ECRA
ays to permit our troops”to advance 'ang
come under the enemy automatic weapons fire prior to opening their fire,

13, TAGTICAL OBSERVATIONS 5

- -
ir d ~

a. Ssgouting and Patrolling, = Treining in scouting ahd:patrolling -
prior to-the operation peid big dividends, - . - _'u_’ﬁ;&%j.:-: ;

b, Estimate of Situation, = Tralning of the small unit Yeaders to
accurately estimate the situstion and to evolve a specific plan of astion
prior to elosing with the.enemy cannot he overa,t_rossem :

c. Combat Orders, - It was found that more training s required in
issuing direot, clear orders by the junior ofﬂ?era and non-commissioned
officers, 4 .

1
¥

- 4, Uission of Patrols, « Many patrols';:ailed in their mission because
they were not specifically informed of tne requiremsnts of their mission,

Instructions were not clearly glven as to whether the patrol was & combat patrol
or & reconnaissance patrol, .

e, Raconmiaaénco. ~ Reconnalssance patrols _ueh consistently too
large and too few patrols were dispatched, . _

£, Unnecedsary Noime, - During several fire fights troop lsaders and
individuals engaged in too much shouting and unnecessary noise,

g+ Security. - Many smsll unit commanders, in establishing security

during the lnlt placed the importance of concealment over that of fields of
fire for his automstic weapons,

h. Compass and Map Reading. = Too mush training eannot be given in
the use of maps and compasses and estimation of distances in jungle terrain.

i. Infantry-Fleld Artillery Team. - As prior work with field artillery
had not been engaged in, the effectiveness and accuracy ef fleld artillery fire
was first appreclzted by our troops, :

Jo Varied Tactics. - 4 deflnite routine should be avoided by a unit
engaged in jungle fighting, in order to outwit the enemy. ivery effort should
"be mde Lo do something that he does not expect,

k. Fire Discipline was excellent. Men were not prone to be trigger happy.

l. Officers and soldlers displayed a great eagerness to close with the
eneny throughout the operation, '
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