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1. THE ForceES ENGAGED

Between resolute powers the seal of victory is the occupa-

’ tion of territory and no application of science seems likely to
change this aspect of war.

Occupation requires land forces; these, in our case at
least, need sea power to permit of their concentration and
; supply. Armies and fleets must each have their proportion of
L aircraft to enable them to fulfil their own functions, and we
need an air force to strike in conjunction with the land
forces and the Navy. Inshort, we cannot beat our enemy with-
out an army, and we cannot employ an army without sea and
'air power. Sea and air power are, moreover, essential to secure
the ocean transpoﬂ. by which we live, and to pn‘otect. our own
land from air attacks. _

For all that applied science may do, we shal] probably .
need, for as far as we can see into the future, a Navy, Army,
and air force in due balance and proportion. What the pro-
portion will be we cannot say, but certainly the threat of
European war would secure for the air force a much greater
relative strength and importance than it enjoys under the
present political conditions.

2. SURPRISE

The sailor, soldler, and airman charged with the defense
of. their country in war, face the simple fact that it can only
be secured by destroying or disarming her enemies, They
survey their new armory, and the advantages promised by
surprise—always the most formidable of weapons—stand out
as never before. In the past a nation, caught by surprise and
staggering under the disasters that follow it, might yet pull
herself together and restore the balance of a campaign. The
attacker has generally been unable to maintain unrelaxed the .
merciless pressure of his first onset, and the defense has usually
been granted a breathing space. The question whether a
nation surprised and unready, can hope for such a respite in
future is worth examination.

Complete surprise gives complete victory, but by land
and sea the powers in the past have watched one another too
jealously for surprise to be more than partial; no nation has
been able to fall, fully mobilized, on an unsuspecting rival.

—18—
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The difficulty of concealing preparations for war by land and
sea will not diminish; but the air presents a new problem—a
problem that touches us nearly, because our sea frontiers
offer no protection against attack by air.

Complete surprise on the great scale, however, will pro-
bably be as difficult to achieve by air as it is by land or sea.
An unexpected air raid might be comparatively easy, but it
would in itself throw away all echance of surprise in 2 subse-
quent decisive attack. For such an attack on any great country
the aeroplanes necessary would be numbered in thousands,
and such a fleet cannot be prepared and mobilized in secret.
It is a popular idea that commercial aireraft can be diverted
at will to war purposes. This is incorrect, and it becomes more
so every year as the aircraft designed for battle and those
designed for commerce diverge in type. This divergence has
its parallel in the evolution of the battleship and the liner of
today.

But the rewards of an initia] surprise, if it ean be achieved,
will be greater in the future than in the past, The increased
destroying power of scientific weaponsalone wouid secure this;
they would be comparatively unopposed while the surprise
lasted, and could do irreparable damage before any counter
measure could take effect. But there is, in addition, the new
factor that the blow may fall, not only on the fighting men of
the nation, whose discipline and training arm them against
panic, but on the susceptible mass of the people,

As air power will be the chief agent of initial surprise in
the future, so the first insurance against it lies in a strong air
force, ready to act immediately.

3. THE OPENING MOVES

We are told by some, who should be well informed, tHat

the next war will open by mutual air attacks on the belli
. ents’ capitals, and that whichever side succeeds first in destroy-
ing the other’s capital will win.* This is founded on a false

*Sir William Joynson-Hicks, M. P., in a series of articles published by
the Daily Telegraph at the end of Au?ust and beginning of September, 1922,
writes: “We cannot reiterate too {requently that the next Continental
war will undoubtedly be fought and won almost entirely in the air. The
Navy and Army will almost certainly be impotent spectators of an air
battle or series of battles which will determine the issue by the destruc-
tion of the enemy capital before even the older services can get into opera-
tiﬁl}.“ &
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conception of strategy. The next war will certainly start in
the air, but the main object of each side will be to seek out and
destroy the enemy’s air squadrons, wherever they are found—
“on the ground for preference. If, aided bysurprise, by superior
morale, or by overwhelming numbers, one side can do this, its
enemy’s fleets and armies will fight blindfolded and the war
will be more than half won. The capital may receive attention,
but not more than can be spared without prejudice to the suc-
cess of the main effort against the enemy’s air power. If a
nation is lured by .this apparent short cut to victory, and
neglects the true- strategic objective in favor of bombing
cities, it must leave its enemy’s air force comparatively un-
molested. These will be free to attend to the attacker's
air bases and bombing squadrons.

The sudden and complete destruction of a nation’s capital
would, it is true, leave its fighting services paralyzed for the
time being, though intact; and such a nation might possibly
be cowed intp submission, without striking a blow. But com-
plete destruction of even a small area needs concentration of
effort in a sustained air offensive; it cannot be achieved at a
blow. In the time required for this the defender’s air forces
can concentrate on their true business of destroying the at-
tacker. Moreover, any damage to the capital would undoubt
edly exasperate the nation attacked, and stiffen its moral. With
whatever false conceptions a war might be begun, the unchang-
ing law which demands battle as the price of victory, and allows
no short cuts, would before long assert itself.

Air defenses, comprising aireraft, guns, searchlights, bal-
loon nets, locating devices and a most complete system of
intercommunication, absorb great resources, and can therefore
only be provided for the most vital areas.

4. BATTLE

(a) Infantry, tanks and cavalry.

The supreme act of battle on land is the assault, in which
the attacker closes with his enemy t06 destroy him. It is the
culminating effort of violence to which all else tends. Every

* activity of every arm is directed to its preparation, delivery,
repulse or exploitation, and the arm that delivers it is supreme
on the battlefield, demanding the services of all the others.

! —15—
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In the past, this arm has been infantry; in the future, it will be

‘infantry with tanks. ;There is the root of the matter, and it is

this new factor that will most affect the conduct of battles.
It is necessary, then, to examine more closely the powers.
and limitations of the tank. These are summarized below:

(i) The present fighting tank (as issued, not as designed) is proof
against rifle and machine gun fire and shrapnel bullets, and ean be made
gas-proof; it can maintain a speed of from 214 to.5 miles an hour
across country, and carries an armament of 6-pdr. or .303 Hotchkiss
guns. In short, in addition to the protection which it provides, it
combines the attributes of fire and movement to a very high degree.
It can be used, in addition, to emit 2 smoke-cloud. -«

(ii) It presents an easy artillery target when stationary, and even
when moving it falls an easy vietim to guns at short range over open
sights. It is stopped by certain kinds of country. Tanks cannot turn
Infantry out of underground shelters or the up‘par floors of housee.
They cannot, in an enemy's country, obtain information as cavalry
can, nor lie perdu to avoid detection; their track in unmistakable,

They cannot continue long in action, nor go to ground like infantry
at the close of any phase of a battle. They cannot stand still on the
battlefield without great risk of destruction, nor move with infantry,
taking cover as they go. Their movements must be timed to bring
them into battle at the right moment, and to take them out of battle,
when they have struck their blow, to rest and refit, and to escape the
immediate menace of artillery and aircraft.

(iii) Many of these drawbacks are inherent in the nature of the
tank, but in the near future some of them will disappear. In particu-
lar their speed and endurance will increase. .

© (iv) rding mechanized transport, we may say that it can earry
loads up to three tons acress country at what may now be taken as
five miles an hour. These powers will no doubt greatly increase,

Some deny the right of the tank to be called a weapon at
all; they would acknowledge it only as a method of transport
for the older arms. This point may be settled by a reference
to the Field Service Regulations, which state with character-
istic restraint that the tank can destroy hostile personnel and
weapons by passing over them. We know what our enemies
thought of them; and if we may draw a parallel from the past,
Hannibal’s elephants were never dismissed by the Romans as
a mere means of transport for bowmen.

At present, an attack on a position by tanks without
infantry would fail before the close-range fire of anti-tank guns;
and the training manuals of today clearly indicate the methods
of cooperation between the two arms. In the future, the in-
creased speed of tanks will put them in a better position, but it
does not seem likely that tanks can ever dispense entirely with
the cooperation of an ubiquitous and thrusting infantry to

-
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deal with the carefully sited gun. Whatever the respective
roles of the two arms in the assault, ground won can only be

. occupied and consolidated py infantry, and that arm alone is
able to protect tanks at rest. *

The present tank, attacking in cooperatﬂon with infantry,
moves with the leading companies+ The faster tank of the
future will not sacrifice its mobility in order actually to accom-
pany the infantry with which it cooperates, but will make
full use of its speed to outflank and defilade centers of opposi-
tion, and to offer as difficult a target as possible to artillery
and aircraft.

If either side possesses a marked superiority in tanks its
infantry will fight at a great and perhaps a decisive advantage.
Henee it is probable that a general engagement will witness in
its early stages a tank versus tank struggle for supremacy.
This may be sought deliberately, or brought about by the tanks
of one side, bent on some mission of destruction, being countered
by tanks of the enemy. Imagination leads inevitably to pie-
tures of outflanking movements by bodies of fast tanks with

- aerial escorts, to be met by tanks, air squadrons and anti-
tank guns. Then, it will be asked, “Why not put your anti-
tank guns themselves inside special tanks?” So by steps, ~
each unassailably logical, the tank enthusiasts lead us to a
vast mechanical battle of maneuver at high speed, where the
sole duty of the infantry and cavalry is to keep out of the way;
and artillery is only suffered because its greater range enables
it to fight from a distance. Thus the doom of infantry and
cavalry in open warfare is sometimes foretold!

But when the battle is over, who has won? The side that
holds the position fought for. And how can it be held? Not
by tanks, which musgt.rally and refit after action, but by infan-
try and anti-tank guns, with due artillery support. “Infantry
is still the only arm which can complete a victory and consoli-
date and hold the ground won.” |

It is worth while to recall the great losses among tanks in
the late war, which more than once made it necessary for in-
fantry alone to carry out attacks that had been planned for

- | M-
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infantry and tanks in cooperation.* These casualties were
due to artillery fire, difficult going and mechanical defects; in
the future increased spéed and better design will reduce these
sources of loss, but the greatest enemy of all, the hostile.tank,
was not in being in 1918, and it will have to be allowed for in
the next war. We must remember also that it will be no
more possible o bring overwhelming tank superiority against
all parts of a front than it is with artillery. In each case force
must be concentrated where a decision is aimed at and econo-
mized elsewhere.

We are thus led to picture an encounter battle with
infantryt, supported by artillery and cooperating with air-
craft, fighting to advance over the whole front until the time
comes for the tanks to strike, ;

These have been moved by bounds from concentration to
assembly, and from assembly to deployment areas; and at the
right moment, deployed in depth against the chosen objective,
they will pass at speed through or round the struggling line,
and endeavor to get among the enemy’s infantry, probably
to be met in turn by his tanks.

Whatever evolution tactics may undergo to meet changing
conditions, there will be occasions when fast enemy tanks will
get among infantry, temporarily unsupported by their own
tanks. This demands the development of an anti-tank gun as
an infantry weapon. The requirements are that it should be
small enough to be easily hidden, powerful enough to pierce
tank armor, mechanically propelled at infantry pace across
country, and able to carry ammunition for immediate needs.
While tank attacks in force could be met only by tanks, such a
gun would enable infantry alone to repel minor tank attacks.
The battalion must have with them som& defense against
these attacks; failing a special gun, this defense can only be

*“The Story of the Fourth Army,” by Sir Archibald Montgomery, is
full of examples of heavy tank ensuait'ies. The 27th American Division,
when in that Army, had 39 tanks allotted to them for their attack north of
Bellicourt on September 29th, 1918. Out of these, 12 were knocked out
by direct hits, 7 were ditched, and only one succeeded finally in crossing
the Bellicourt tunnel.

. {Whether “infantry’ in the future will include a definite proportion
of tanks permanently distributed among the units depends on the evolution
of the anti-tank gun discussed in a subsequent paragraph.
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provided by distributing a great proportion of the available

tanks permanently among the infantry, instead of concen-
trating them for the decisive attack. :

We have spoken of fast tanks' cooperating with infantry;
it is clear that the more mobile the infantry the more effective
the cooperation can be. Tt is hard to exaggerate the difference
in fighting value between a fresh man earrying only his wea-
pons and the laden infantryman who has been on his feet
many hours. Infantry units destined to cooperate with tanks
in the assault will probably have all impedimenta, except
their actual arms, carried for them in tanks. Vehicles and
pack animals of all battalions will no doubt be replaced in
time by small carrier tanks, which can accompany the men at
all times and reach them under fire. We may expect to see
also before long a tank allotted to carry the battalion coms
mander in action.

Our present tanks are but embryos, and none can say

- what forms the monstrous brook may take. The first of their

kind were essentially man-killers, but their possession by both
sides in the future will lead to tank actions of increasing im-
portance. These struggles will give birth to the tank of the
line, heavily gunned and armored, designed, above all, for
battle with its peers. Lighter and faster forms will develop
for other purposes, such as participation in-protective duties,
infantry attacks and exploitation. Science has reduced warfare
to a grim and dreadfulshusiness about which the world retains
few illusions of romance and glamor; but she may yet restore
to battle something of its lost Homeric savor in the tank
combats of the future.

An army moving to meet its enemy must guard against
surprise. The most effective measures have been found to
line in a sereen of protective mobile troops covering the whole
front of advance, with a loeal advanced guard for the immediate
protection of each of the marching columns. No application
of science appears to threaten this principle. Up to the pre-
sent, the protective screen has consisted almost wholly, and the
advanced guards partly, of cavalry. The -screen covering
the German advance into Belgium in 1914 was most effec-
tively strengthened by the addition of armored cars, cyclists,

)
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machine guns, and infantry moved in lorries.* These, through
their added fire power, preserved the mobility of their own
cavalry by sparing them the necessity for dismounted action,
and checked all attempts at penetration by the French patrols.

This is the clue to the future. Cavalry, by their ubiquity;
and individual initiative, ecan gain local information better
than any machine-borne groups of men; but mounted patrols
will be checked by the fire of mechanical arms unless themselves
supported by similar arms. When the endurance of tanks has
improved sufficiently to enable them to accompany protective
cavalry, there is little doubt that they will be employed to give
the horsemen fire support in an ideal form.

When protective troops have done their work and the
armies meet in battle, a commander needs a weapon of oppor-
tunity, with which to take immediate advantage of any open-
ings that may offer themselves. In the past this has been the
work of eavalry with horse artillery; in 1918 the tank took
part in this exploitation, and the faster tank of the future will
take a greater part. But what will happen to the cavalry?

The campaigns of 1918 in Palestine and Mesopotamia
show that cavalry, as good as our own, are not stopped by

,  rifle and machine gun fire, provided that there is no wire. In
Flanders, particularly east of Arras in the offensive of April,
1917, we had examples of the desperate situation of squadrons
held up by wire under machine gun fire. In the future they
must meet a new enemy, the tank, and fast tanks among
unprotected cavalry would be as wolves among sheep. Mounted
men, moreover, have not the facilities of infantry for local
anti-aircraft defense; and apart from the actual casualties, no
amount of schooling would break horses to bombing. These
difficulties are great; but the value of cavalry at the right place
and right time, and their effect on shaken infantry, do not
diminish. No commander will ever have as many tanks as he
wants, and ‘if cavalry can be protected from the dangers of
wire, tanks and bombing, there will still be work for them in

‘ battle. Wire is easiest cleared by tanks, and the latter, in
conjunction with anti-tank guns, will be the best antidote
against enemy tanks. The development of a cavalry anti-

*See “Forty Days in 1914" by Sir Frederick Maurice.
' . —20—
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.tank gun, to accompany the squadrons, seems essential.

 The best protection against aircraft will be found in the open
formations evolved in the attacks on entrenched infantry in
Palestine, combined with Lewis guns in' the accompanying
tanks. Probably all these methods will be tried in the next
European war. If successful, no commander will consent to
be without cavalry; if ultimately the machine prevails over
the horse, it will not prevail over the rider, and the same bold
spirit will find its dutlet in the same aet of swift and decisive
exploitation, whatever the agency employed.

(b) Artillery and gas.

Science apphed to gunnery will increase the newly-found
power of opening sudden and accurate fire on a target, without
the warning that is given by previous registration. The cross-
country tractor will make medium and heavy pieces more
mobile. This will render it more easy to give continuous sup-
port to advancing infantry and tanks, a support which was
hampered in the past by delays in moving forward the guns

But it is gas that will, if used at all, add most to the power
of artillery fire.* Only a small percentage of gas casualties
was fatal in the last war; but the chemists promise to change all
that, and we are assured that it will be merely a question of
putting down a lethal or a non-lethal coneentration at will.
Although a concentration, to be lethal, must be of some intensi-
ty, yvet a very slight taint of some gasses is enough to disable.
We can picture the effect of gas-proof tanks, operating in a part
of the enemy's position that has been so drenched with gas
that its occupants are either totally incapacitated, or partially
so, through having to fight in masks. The only effective reply
would be the tanks of the defense. ¥

A wood or valley filled with gas can be denied to the enemy
for a period that will depend on the persistency of the gas used.
Masks may protect, and will improve in effectiveness as gas
grows in deadliness, but all the tendencies of the future make
for a war of movement and maneuver; and in such conditions
a man wearing a mask loses half his fighting value. Discipline
and training can reduce this disablement; but it must always

*The use of gas is banned between those nations that subscribed to the
“t:nshingtun Convention; but see the section on Restriction Conventions
above.
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be great. We may expect, then, that artillery fire with non-
lethal concentrations will be applied to direct the enemy’s
movements into certain definite channels, which will come under
high explosive, shrapnel, or lethal gas shell. Such surprises
as that successfully effected by the 9th Division at Meteren
on July 19th, 1918, will be common. In the words of Sir
Douglas Haig’s despatch, “For some time prior to this attack
gas was discharged, in conjunction with a smoke and high
explosive shell bombardment. When at 7:55 AM on the 19th
of July our infantry advanced behind a barrage of smoke and
high explosive the enemy was expecting only a gas discharge,
and had in many cases put én gas masks.”

A short reference must be made to smoke, of which such
extensive use was made in 1918. Its chief function is to con-
ceal movement and to neutralize air attacks, and its extended
use will be one of the many factors which will make for a war
of movement rather than of fixed opposing trench lines, in the
future.

Although tanks, in clearing wire and affording close sup-
port to infantry, carry out what was formerly the role of artil-
lery alone, yet they need artillery support themselves to enable
them to advance in face of the enemy’s guns; their use will
render unnecessary the long-drawn-out destructive bombard-
ments that had to precede the attacks of 1916 and 1917, but
it will not reduce the number of guns required for the attack
itself. This is made clear in Sir Douglas Haig's final despatch,
in which he says that, ih spite of the 456* tanks available on
August 8th, the expenditure of ammunition was greater than in
any previous battle. AN

(¢) Aireraft.

The fortunes of the armies in battle will depend more
even than in 1918 on the success of their aireraft, scouting,
observing, engaging troops on the ground, and driving down
enemy machines engaged on the same work. If he is supreme
in the air, a commander will be armed with that greatest weapon
of all—surprise. He will be able to move troops, particularly
tanks, unseen, while the enemy’s movements are under observa-
tion. The tasks of aircraft working directly with the army will

*This figure is taken from Sir Archibald Montgomery’s “'Story of the
Fourth Army."
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resemble those of 1918, with the exception that the engagement " '
_of all troops on the ground will be on a much greater scale. '
The army will see and appreciate the work of the aireraft
allotted to it, but the success of this work itself is deeply
.influenced by the unceasing struggle for supremacy sustained
by the main air force, from the first hour of the war, against
the enemy’s air power. Of this struggle the soldiers will see
little, though it if is successful the army will benefit immeasura-
bly in the growing weakness of the opposing aircraft, and the
moral effect on the enemy of air reverzes at home,

(d) Mechanical transport, engineers, and signal communi-
cations.

With the perfection of tke eross-country track vehiele,
mechanical transport will become less dependent on metalled
roads, though these will always be of great importance. The
movement of armies in a country where roads have been
destroyed or never existed is limited by the rate at which
the troops can be supplied, and in the past this has been ruled
largely by the diffculty of making or repairing roads. With
cross-country transport instances of a victorious army robbed
of the fruit of success by outrunning its supplies are less likely
to occur. The new feature will facilitate maneuver in every

* respeet; transport will be able to move across country, closed
up on its front in parallel columns; and the problems of con-
gested roads, crossing columrns and movements to a flank will
lose half their terrors. For work on the lines of communica-
tion, however, the great carrying capacity of railways will
make them as indispensablé in the future, for large forces, as
they are today.

In most cases where the horse still holds his own, such as
with light artillery, mechanical transport will probably take
over the work when it is sufficiently developed. The reason
lies chiefly in the greater ease of supply, since horses consume
a greater weight in forage than the equivalent machines do in
petrol, and horses, it must be remembered, must be fed whether
working or idle. The great quantity of forage absorbs precious.
transport and is a direct drain on the nation's food supply.
In addition, mechanical transport employs at the front fewer
men than are needed for the number of horses required for the
same work. !

—
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The growth of applied science in war will make ever greater
demands on the field engineers, and three problems in par-
ticular will come to the front. In the first place, the mobility
of cross-country mechanical transport will be wasted if the
columns, moving abreast over the land, must check and con-
centrate on existing road bridges when they come to a river.
The first problem for the engineers will be the rapid construe-
tion of bridges for tanks and track vehicles. In the second
place the construction of some form of tank obstacle will be
required to oppose tanks in the same way that wire now op-
poses infantry—that is, by shepherding them into previously
prepared zones of fire. The third task, and perhaps the greatest
of all, will be the concealment of troops and works from air
observation.

As war becomes more elaborate, commanders become more
dependent on signal communications. Between 1914 and 1918
there grew up behind the lines in France and Flanders a vast
telephone system, which commanders and staff came to regard
as indispensable until they had to leave it behind in the ad-
vance of 1918, No army is likely to enjoy such a system in
future; their own movements and the enemy’s bombs will
combine to prevent its growth.

A commander must be in communication with both his
chiefs and his subordinates; this has kept him to the neighbor-
hood of telegraph and telephone routes, and the number of
these that can be made available in moving warfare is limited.
In future the need for communications will not be less; but
commanders who are in other respects more free to maneuver
than they have been in the past will not be content to be tied
to a wire. Something more flexible will be dema ided,-and
wireless communication at once suggests itself, The dangers
of overhearing by the enemy and of mutual interference
between wireless stations have still to be overcome.
A:M.
MILITARY TRAINING ToODAY 5

“
By Captain H. Meredith Logan. The Royal Canadian ilegiment.
19 pages.—The Army Quarlerly (British), April, 1923, p, 58. .

In the complete article, the author advances the views '
that national interests should be guarded by professional

—24—

https://cgsc.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p124201coll1/id/1018/rec/1 24/61



12/23/21, 10:28 AM PDF.js viewer

April-June, 1928 |

soldiers; and that *' there is a natural tendency in every age to |
consider the lessons of the past as out of date, taking the most
' recent experience as the only guide to follow, without pausing to

weigh the special conditions which may have exercised an
infleence. , . . Every war has its special local conditions;
and deductions hurriedly drawn, without due allowance for ;
these conditions, are generally exaggerated, if not altogether !
wrong."” | )

As regards. military training, the author states that the
importance of the officer in the training of his men has become
more apparent. The best results today are obtained only where
the officer takes a full share in, and complete supervision of,
the training of the men whom he will lead in war. In proportion
to the knowledge of the military profession which an officer |
demonstrates as an instructor, will be the confidence which ? |
his men have in him. For the officer who is unable, success- *
fully, to accomplish his mission of instruction, & modern army
can find no justifiable place. Training must be up-to date, and
this implies continued study by the instructor. The officer
whose keenness flags is asleep at his post, and, normally, is
just as guilty as a sentry in that condition. An officer who
neglects his work, who fails in the duty of training his men,
where pleasure takes first place, whose other interests super-
sede his work with his command, is a swindle on ‘the public
and a living disgrace to the uniform. There must be fidelity
to duty as much in peace as in war, for it is during the days of
peace that the only real preparation for battle can take place.

The training of, and the knowledge to be possessed by,
the noncommissioned officer is just as important.

The training of a unit should not be undertaken by special-
ists. They train the trainer, and that should be the extent of
their task. Specialists not only unbalance the instruction,
but they tend to preduce the evils which prevailed during the
days of long service.

In conducting training, special attention should jbe paid
to psychological principles. The development of those pro-
perties of mind and spirit essential to military training are
more important by far, than the production of Herculean |
physical strength and endurance. The greatest attention \
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should be directed towards the mind of the reeruit far, while
physical development becomes a routine, mental expansion
is a study peculiar to each individual coneerned. -
; Although the primary object of the edueational training
i of a soldier is the preparation for war, when he is returned to
“civil life he is far better trained for his new tasks than ever
before. His mind will be developed, his physique improved,
his initiative strengthened and with his sae]f-dl'scjp!ine he will
be a vasl asset in the national life.

In conclusion, the author states that “the profession of
arms must not stand apart from the stream of current thought
and every day life.- The soldier should not he divoreed from
the civilian. The soldier should not be a foreigner to any of
the general interests of the Staie. The soldier and the civilian .
have the same interests at stake. Both are of one =o0il; to both
the flag is the symbol of home.”

AM.
EMPLOYMENT OF AN ARMY Corrs

Extracted from a French article by Colonel Nuyton. —Bulletin Belge
des Seiences Mililaires, Fahrua?' 1923, p. 137. Translated at the General
Service Schools, Instructor's File Ne. 1200CC.

The author undertakes to illustrate how the instructions
laid down by Napoleon for the employment of army corps
should form the basis to define the role of a Belgian army corps.

Historical examples from the World War and from the *
Napoleonic wars are quoted to show where the violation of
certain well known Napoleonic principles has led to disaster.
Emphasis is laid on the principle that division commanders
should not undertake semi-independent operations that are
not in consonance with the mission of the army corps, of which
they are a part.

The principle of keeping concentrated the divisions of a
corps requires that’ any division of the corps be supported
within one or two hours, depending upon whether or not the
division has an offensive or defensive mission. The.author
comes to the following conclusions:

a. When first line divisions are moved for a decisive at-
tack, an army corps commander should have one or more
second line divisions at approximately five kilometers (three
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