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DIGERTS OF SELECTED ARTICLES AND 

DOCUMENTS 


TilE BRITISH AND FRE~('n DOCTRINES ON INFANTRY IN 

ATTACK 

By ('lIptain B. II. Lill<lt'll Hurt. I:! pllge~"-TIH- .\ "'''11 (Illuder/y, 
.Ill:Y. l!f:!~, pagt,a :!;4. 

Thifil study is II comparison of the new training regula­
tionl< in the two countrie~, 

The sole fundam!'ntal divergence of doctrine arisell 
frum the comparntivc trentment of the subject of fire and 
movemen.t. The Fremh declare that of the two ~Iementll, 
lire and mOYeml'nt. whkh. combined. form the infantry 
maneuver, tire is preponderant. The British lay equal em­
phal<is on the twu element-;, The French teach that enemy 
lire should be O\'ercome hefore advance, while the British 
maintain infantry must be ready to advance even with only 
subdued enemr fire. It is eSfilential to inspire infantry 
with self-reliaJlee in their own powerll and to mnke the men 
regard the support of other arms as a boon, not an inevitahle 
huttrells to he wnited for, 

The Fn'lIl'h teal:h that. in the new method of combat. 
l'\'crything gravitates around thc automatic rifle, and the 
"!lrflll/It'N cil" ('till/bat" only exist accor~ing to whp.ther their 
individual role is to move the automatic rifte, lIerve it, feed 
it; or protect it. The British teach that the Lewis gun 
l<ccti"on "like all oth!'r units ill rel<ponsihle for its own pro­
tectioll. The rifle il< relegated to; a subsid'iary role by the 
French which indicates undervaluation of its handiness and 
adaptability to fire from any spot, and its economical Utle 

of ammunition. A Romewhat low standard of musketry 
,accounts in some measure for the French lack of faith in 
the rifle. 

If 'fire alone could win vict~'Y' there would be no place 
- in modern armies for infantry; the auxiliary arms can 

supply a fllr more. powerful fi e. But the infantry arm 
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'{'an carry it:; lire to c!o:;e 4uarter:; and ~upply that tangible 
human threat which 'causes the enemv to r.un. The auto­

'matic arm should Ill' tre'ated as a we~pon of mobility, and 
should not be employt'd :'o\ely in more or less di~tant cover­
ing tire, 

The British tt-at'h that the pre-war idea of a general 
assault as a culmination to an attack was false to' reality' 
and led to l'Olltl\" failun'!". AlIlIaults are hettel', becalise 
more quickly, deiivel'ed by groups than byhatt'alions, The 
{)pportunit~, for assault is momentary and must be instantly 
seized, A generul as~ault allows this moment to be lost. 

Pursuit should be mude hy a fresh body of troopll, all 
battalion resen'es, hut undl'r thl' control of the commander 
who has captured the ohje::ti\'e. 

The frontages assign~d FrelH:h units aTe to~ small and 
prevent proper maneuvering. I 

The French teal'h that in hattIe it ill bettqr to adt'pt 
an aecustomed formation whieh fits the situation approxi­
mately if, not exactly, and to carry it out resolutely, than to 
hesitate, lose time, and fall into con~u!"ion. For thill reallon, 
model formation!" are gin'n and t hl' author eonsiders the 
method a proper Olll'. 

The formation" may hl' ('(.mparcd with the alh!l'llluti\'e 
diamond or slluan' format ions (If the Bt'itish. The Britillh 
commit fewer men 10 11 delinite line of action, allow more 
scope for, and greater effect of, maneuver, because the com­
mander is enabled to kl'l'Jl in hand a larger proportion of 
his lItrength. 

An excellent idea in the French regulation is that 
extended points of direction heyond t he allotted objective 
should be given in order to ensure the further development 
of the aetion aftcl' the rupture of the lil'st positiOli. Thill 
helps to 'avoid the danger that units may rest on too easily 
gained oiJjediYes, lIn(1 let slip opportunities for a farthel' 
advance, 

While the FrclIl'h lay· great stress Ion the need for 
reinforcing the echeloll of fire, ill ordelj to maintain the 
maximum fire ahead of the advancing infantry, the keynote 
of the British regulations iA maneuver, not reinf~rcement, 

"'(, 



June·September, III.!.! 

even'in the case of the platoon. The idea of maneuver while 
not lacking in the French 'regulation is placed after that of 
reinforcement in every cas('. The simple idea tha~ aU in· 
fantry fighting is c(mducted hy a number of groups dis· 
posed checkerwise, beating the ground in front of them 
with fire and lending mutual support, frees the French 
regulation from all excessive discrimination between attack 
and defense. Besides, the combat is never offensh'e or 
defensive from beginning to end, but alternates between 
attack and defense. In either phasE', the action of the 
group is practically the same. 

A STUDY OF THE NEW }-'RENCll INFANTRY HEGllLATIONS 

By'Capt. B. n. Uddell Halt.-1'I.. /(1111"/ f:"!lIIIPI'IH JOI//'Iwl.lIlIlY, 
I !l~~, p. 233. . 

This study, presented in twent~·-three Pl'lges of printed 
matter and four pages of plates, is ('alled by the author a 
brief Rummary ·and is, in effect, a digest of the new French 
Regulations. The regulations themRelves con~ist of three 
volumes; one deals wit h the technical preparation or train­

. infr of infantry, one treats of infantry in battle, and one 
preRents diagrams, cE'remonies. 'and methods of instruc­
tion. 

The Regulations open with an excellent general dis­
cURsion put in the form of a report from the authors to 
the Minister of War. In this report, the following are 
some of the points that are brought out: the importance of 
moral qualities in Recuring \'ictory; the role of infantry to 
sei~e and hold ground; the mobility of infantry over ahy 
kind of terrain: the necessity for support for the infantry 
(to which the author takeR exception as an inviolable doc­
trine, especially in minor warfare) ; the greater importan~e 
of fire in "fire and movement." The report then goeR on 
to present the doctrine that in infantry co'mbat everything 
centers around the automatic weapon, even going so far al! 
to speculate along the line that infantry combat may eventu­
ally be ~arried on by a number of two or three-man autQ­
matic weapon teaml!, protected 6..r a mobile armored shell. 
Thelauthor dil!agreeR with this ~octrine and presents his ­
reason. 
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. Another point taken up is that there is no fundamental 
diMimiiarity between the action of infantry i~ att'ack arid 
in defense. and there~ is a distinct leaning toward a rigid 
rather than an elastic defenlle. 

Following along the lines indicated hy the opening 
report. the regulations (!{'\'plop the ideas there exprel'lsed 
more in detail. • 

Und\!r the heading, "Infantry in Battle," are !"let dowlI 
a few general remark~, followed hy: 

(,haptl'r I.-(;..n ..... " I"huraderisti," of Infantry. 
('haptel' II.-The Otf",I"iyp ("omhs!. . ' 

Th.. B .. ttaliun in Att.. ,·k. 
The ('"mpaIlY In Attm·k. 
The Se<:tUHl III AUa,·k. 
The {,)"()up (uf a!.out I:! men) in :\ttll("k. 

('hapt... III. Th,· lJ.. fen'e of th,· (j ....und. 
S,·,'urity Trn0f," 
The Main Bot y. 
The Rt·~t'l'\t·. 

Ill' the article, then' are reprodun·d 1:) platl'!"l. whil'h 
show variou~ approach all,l t'ombat flll·malion,.;. 

The articlt' is intt'rt·"t illg. and whilt' the Fl't'lli'h treat­
ment of i:lfantry ('om hat nwy IIl1t ('oineidl' altogetht'r with 
our OWII \·iew,.;, it ,.;hould, to~{t'ther with Ihe ('omment,.; hy. 
the Briti"h author, fllrni,h food for thought. 

MINOR TACTIcs-EMP!.OY.\lE:-- T OF CAVALRY 
B\' thE' ('n\al!~ :--:(·hno l . Fillt H!ll'Yt KUIl"'H~. l~.:!:!·l~l:.!a. ~limeo· 

~Is"h: :!~I; I'''Kl''. I,,·tlll In'" hit, :\.. 1'.11. 110.1. 

Thi,.; I!o('umt'nt b a l't:\ i"ioll of the old Cavalry Servil'l~ 
Regulation,.;, Part If. l'e\·j,.;etl and brought up to da~e. ~. 
few new ~l'l'tioll";, dz. t hu,,;c OI~ airel'aft, armored ca~", and 
tank,.;, etl'" ha\'e ht'PII adtll·d. It i,.; helieved that thi,.; Jl~lblicu­
tion will, with a few minol' ('hange,.;, he i,.;~ued u~ a part of 
TI'aining Regulation,.; of thi' Cavalry. Attention i,.; in'­
\'ited to the fad that Tal'tic,.; and Teehni(jue of Cavalry, 
(i,S.R.• '1921, ('over,.; neHfly all thi' ~llhje('t~ l'o\'el'ed in thj" 
publieation. In fact, some of the ,.;edion,.; havE' been taken 
almo,.;t wholly from the hook j,.;sut'd at tht'se School,.;. 

" 
EVOLUTION IN OFFENSIVt; :\IETHODS 

Lecture hy Lieut, Col. of AI·tillery, H. ('ol'tl .. , Chief III,trudor ill 
Tadics and Military Hist"ryat the Sl'huol of Artillery, Fnuntainbleau, 
-The Jwtr/Itt/ Hi lit .. R"lIal Arti//"l/!, MRl't'h (p, 4117) nntl April (p. 
:'0), 1922. . 
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