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BIOLOGICAL WARFARE 

MODEL 1967 

Carl A. Larson 

The views expressed in this arti­

cle are the author's and are not nec­

essarily those of the Department of 

the Army, Department of Defense, 

or the U. S. Army Command and 

General Staff College.-Editor. 

U
NTIL last year no great stra­

tegic surprise seemed attainable 

in warfare by the sole resort to bio­

logical operations. The defense plan­

ner could rely on a number of distinct 

advantages, including one of knowing 

that his opponent was probably fet­

tered by public opinion. While traits 

of this pattern remain, an entirely 

new situation is rapidly developing. 

It threatens to burden military plan­

ning with a new type of decision, ac­

rid and ponderous. 

Any trace of surprise adhering to 

this kind of warfare would seemingly 

be erased through the wide and swift 

dissemination of new knowledge in 

the field of microbiology. Well­

equipped laboratories in the East and 

West work with identical or closely 
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related problems. The trail-blazing 

cryptanalysis of the genetic code was 

inaugurated by an American report 

to an international congress in Mos­

cow. 

The very identification of microbio­

logical problems with those of funda­

mental and intensely studied life proc­

esses would prevent discoveries within 

this field from being forged into "se­

cret" weapons. Factors of decisive 

surprise inhere, however, in the swift 

buildup made possible by modern mi­

crobial engineering and in emerging 

developments in basic research. 

Biological operations-defined as 

the employment of biological agents 

to produce casualties in man or ani­

mals and damage to plants or ma­

teriel-have long been evaluated from 

every angle excepting that of experi­

ence. While the chronicle of war and 

subversion knows of attempts to trans­

mit infections to troops, their mounts, 

and food supplies, such episodes have 

less to tell about tomorrow's biologi­

cal warfare than have the limited epi-
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