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��SQUEEZE 'EM AN' BLAST 'EM'' 
Lieutenant Colonel George B. Pickett, Jr., Armor

Assistant G3, Headquarters, Fourth Army 

The views expressed in this article 

are the author's and are not neces­

sarily those of the Department of the 

Army or the Command and General 

Staff College.-The Editor. 

THE once unusual, but now familiar, 
mushroom cloud arising from Hiroshima 
on 6 August 1945 was really a challenge
to the Officer Corps of the United States
Army. Had that cloud been able to speak 
it no doubt would have remarked, "Gentle­
men of the Army, awake. A new era for 
your breed is at hand calling for com­
pletely new doctrine, tactics, techniques, 
and not a mere rehash of the old thinking." 
The cloud could have spoken no further
for it was not Benning, Knox, Sill, Bliss,
or Leavenworth trained. However, we
must accept its challenge-"Not a mere 
rehash of the old thinking but new .... " 
Let us examine the challenge-objectively,
subjectively, and critically. 

Objectively, we can know more about
the challenge than ever before if we so 
desire. Why? Because at last there is an
excellent, unclassified reference available
to the entire Officer Corps-Department 
of the Army Pamphlet 39-1, Tactical Use

of Atomic Weapons (Unclassified Mili­

tary Effects), March 1955 which was pre­
pared at the Command and General Staff 
College. This document covers such sub­
jects as atomic weapon effects, assumed 
atomic weapons and delivery systems, ef­
fect radii for the assumed atomic weap­
ons, residual radiation, casualty and dam­
age estimation, troop safety, and selection 
of weapons and delivery means. While it 
is true that much of the information is 
assumed, it teaches procedures and prin­
ciples. It enables us to reduce, materially, 

the amount of classified material that 
must be kept for reference. However, be­
cause of the problem of classification and 
multi and piecemeal documentation, the 
best means of obtaining a satisfactory in­
trinsic evaluation of atomic weapons 
quickly is to attend an orientation course 
at the Antiaircraft Artillery and Guided 
Missile Center, Fort Bliss, Texas, or at 
Sandia Base, New Mexico. 

In examining the challenge subjectively,
we must apply the intrinsic knowledge 
against existing doctrine, tactics, and tech­
niques and evolve an integrated new con­
cept. The basic question before the reader 
is to satisfy himself whether this tech­
nique and doctrine is not merely an adap­
tation of a new-the atomic-weapon into 
preconceived concepts or have the authors 
shaken all the pieces up, poured them out, 
and evolved a completely new concept? We
will find, by using the shaking up, pour­
ing out, and evolving method, that many 
old truths remain, many others remain but
must be modified-still others not only no 
longer apply, but are dangerous to re­
tain. In making such an evaluation, we 
must consider such factors as the effect of 
special weapons upon the doctrine of fire 
and maneuver, upon the tactical principle 
of seizing key terrain to ensure the vic­
tory, and upon our basic battalion, regi­
mental (combat command), division, corps, 
and field army concepts of tactical employ­
ment with their accompanying concepts of 
communication, control, and logistical sup­
port. 

Fire and maneuver has been a factor 
in war since the appearance of the sling 
and stone. Until 6 August 1945, the em­
phasis was on using fire to facilitate ma­
neuver. Since no special weapons were 
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