
The complexity of the b'ii.ttlefield is constantly increasing. 
Introduction of new and sophisticated technology requires 
commanders to be fully aware of the nature of a potential · 
threat as well as countermeasures and counter. 
countermeasures.· In addition to more widely known tech· 
nological advances, a new battlefield dimension that may 
defy our generally perceived concepts of time and space 
looms on the horizon. This field is sometimes called· 
psychotronics or bioenergetics. 
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P SYCHOTRONICS may be de­
scribed as the interaction of mind 

and matter.I While the concepts may 
strett!h the imagination of many readers, 
research in this area has been underway 
for years, and the possibility for employ­
ment as weaponry has been explored. To 
be more specific, there are weapons sys-

terns that operate on the power of the 
mind and whose lethal capacity has al­
ready been demonstrated. 2 

Two subdivisions of this field have also 
been investigated. Mind-altering tech­
niques designed to impact on an opponent 
are well-advanced. The procedures em­
ployed include manipulation of human 
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behavior through use of psychological 
weapons effecting sight, sound, smell, 
temperature, electromagnetic energy or 
sensory deprivation.3 

The other area of experimentation in­
volves parapsychological phenomena 
known as the out-of-body experience 
(QOBEl, remote viewing, extrasensory 
perception or bioinformation, dependirtg 
on the source and technique employed. It 
has been demonstrated that certain per­
sons appear to have the ability to mental­
ly retrieve data from afar while physically 
remaining in a secure location. It may 
sound fantastic, but consider the avail­
able unclassified data. 

Soviet Research 

It is generally believed that the Sovi­
ets and their allies are well in the lead in 
parapsychological research. This belief is 
supported by a number of popular books 
that have been on the market for the past 
10 years. Not as well-known are two De­
fense Intelligence Agency reports that 

Two persons (attraction) 
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were released through the Freedom of In­
formation Act. The reports were prepared 
by the Office. of the Surgeon General and 
are titled, Controlled Offensive Behavio1-
USSR (Unclassified), 1972, and Soviet 
and Czechoslovakian Parapsychological 
Research (Unclassified), 1975. 

The reality of paranormal events has · 
been accepted by Soviet researchers, and 
theories have been developed to explain 
and study those events. The Soviets have 
further developed techniques to control 
and actively employ their knowledge of 
parapsychology.• Included in the resench 
has been investigation into areas such as 
telepathy (the mental awareness of infor­
mation over distance), precognition (the 
knowledge of future events), telekinesis 
(movement of matter with the mind) and 
the transfer ofbioenergy from one body to 
another. 

The amount of information sci­
entifically verified by the Soviets is volu­
minous and beyond the scope of this 
article. However, several examples will 
demonstrate areas in which progress has 
been made: 

• The transference of energy from one 
organism to another. The ability to heal 
or cause disease can be transmitted over 
distance, thus inducing illness or death 
for no apparent cause. While this has 
been demonstrated on lower organisms, 
flies and frogs, the present capacity for 
human death is still debated.5 

• The existence of energy emanations 
from the body has been repeatedly dem­
onstrated through radiation field photog­
raphy known as the Kirlian effect. This 
phenomenon, which has been widely rep­
licated in the West, reflects changes in 
emotional condition.6 

• Telepathic behavior modification, 
which includes the ability to induce hyp­
notic states up to distances in excess of 
1,000 kilometers, has been reported.7 

December 



• The ability to mentally move objects 
has also been repeatedly demonstrated 
under scientifically controlled conditions. 
Movement of selected objects inter­
mingled with others has also been ac­
complished.8 

American Research 

The extent of parapsychological re­
search in the United States is not well­
known nor is it centrally organized. The 
US government is reported to have fund­
ed some research projects, but these have 
not been published. Frequently, the data 
are anecdotal in nature and are not well­
accepted in the scientific community. 

Unlike the Soviet research, US efforts 
have frequently been attacked as incon­
clusive. Since the phenomena being ex­
amined are frequently beyond explana­
tion in known scientific terms, they are 
often discounted as nonexistent. 

Russell Targ and Harold Puthoff at 
Stanford Research Institute have con­
ducted some of the best known US ex­
perimentation on the ability to collect data 
from afar, or "remote viewing" as they 
call it. Their evidence tends to support 
claims that relatively accurat.e infor­
mation can be obtained through employ­
ment of these methods. 9 During 
experiments, the tested subject was re­
quired to mentally visit a remote area 
and then later draw or describe the target 
site in detail. This was satisfactorily ac­
complished on several occasions although 
neither the subject nor the experimenter 
had prior knowledge of the target. 

The bulk of out-of-body data from US 
research is anecdotal. Literally thousands 
of people have reported the experience of 
being discretely and consciously located 
outside of their physical bodies and yet 
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able to view themselves from that per­
spective with a total awareness of activ­
ities in that area. 1This phenomenon is 
frequently associated with life-threat­
ening circumstances such as accidents, 
illness or extreme danger. Many soldiers 
who have had "close calls" in combat have 
reported being in the OOBE state of con­
sciousness. Many physicians have been 
embarrassed by patients who, after being 
revived from an unconscious state, were 
able to repeat conversations and events 
that had occurred while they were 
unconscious. 

Scientific experimentation has also 
been conducted with OOBE. Test subjects 
have induced OOBE states while being 
physiologically monitored and have re­
trieved data that was not available 
through normal means. Experiments fre­
quently include identification of random 
numbers either pl_aced out of sight nearby 
or at a more distant location. A distinct 
electroencephalogram (EEGl pattern 
called Alphoid has been isolated during 
tests, thereby indicating that this state is 
detectable through accepted physiological 
monitoring methods. Although some tests 
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were successful, others were not, leading 
to the conclusion that an extremely com­
plex phenomenon was involved. 10 

Another phenomenon that has attract­
ed the attention of US researchers is that 
of psychokinesis (mind over matter), par­
ticularly the distortion of metal objects by 
mental and nonforceful physical tech­
niques. The most common, and least 
practical, application probably has been 
the bending of forks and spoons by gentle 
stroking of the object. Microscopic exam­
ination of the bent of broken items has 
revealed a different form of fracturing 
than is experienced when metal items 
are ruptured by physical force. 11 

The most likely explanation for this 
phenomenon is that the subject is men­
tally generating an electromagnetic force 
capable of distorting or rupturing the tar­
get object. The existence of such a force 
has been established through the Soviet-
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developed means previously described as 
Kirlian photography . 

Further testimony concerning the exist­
ence of electromagnetic emanations from 
the physical body may be found in the 
medical concepts of acupuncture. Despite 
common use of acupuncture in the East 
for thousands of years, Western medicine 
is only now accepting the premise that 
the human body can be treated for phys­
ical ailments through adjustments in 
"Ki," the minute electromagnetic life 
force that flows through us. 

The ability of the mind to control our 
physiology is being explored medically 
and in other areas through the medium of 
biofeedback. It has been determined that 
the functions of the autonomic nervous 
system, previously thought to operate in­
dependently of the conscious mind, can be 
controlled. This indicates that we can in­
ternally direct our physiological systems 
that produce anxiety and stress. With 
training, a subject can learn to control 
fear and even bleeding. The day-to-day 
benefits of stress reduction in modern life 
have been widely touted. 

A similar field, that of meditation, has 
also been examined. Massive amounts of 
data are available addressing the mental 
and physiological benP'its tl)at may be de­
rived through the pra~tice of meditation. 
These reports are commonly accepted and 
will not be discussed here. What is not as 
well-known is the research done on the 
Transcendental Meditation Sidhis Pro­
gram. Though considered controversial 
by some, this program has produced evi­
dence that individuals can be taught to 
physically levitate or "fly" and manifest 
other physiological phenomena. 

To support this evidence, Dr. David W. 
Orme-Johnson has monitored brain func­
tioning on the EEG and found high coher­
ence of the right and left hemisphere. 12 

This data supports the supposition that 
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people can be trained to employ their 
minds to produce physical phenomena 
that extend our bounds and concepts of 
reality. 

Other areas, too numerous to mention, 
have also been explored. The major prob­
lem has been the lack of funding or coor­
dinated effort. It has been easier to ignore 
paranormal considerations than to ad­
dress the sticky questions raised through 
examination. 

Military Application 

The intelligence-gathering capability 
available through remote viewing or 
OOBE travel is obvious. Henry Gris and 

Hand of "heale~" at rest 

t980 

MENTAL BATILEFIELD 

William Dick report that test subjects, 
targeted against strategic sites in both 
the USSR and the People's Republic of 
China, were able to penetrate· secured 
areas to retrieve desired data via out-of­
body travGl. They further ·claim the re­
sults were verified by independent 
agents.13 

The strategic and tactical applications· 
are unlimited. When finally developed, 
this capability could ultimately allow an 
operator to enter an enemy headquarters 
at will to observe plans and dispositions. 
On the bat;tlefield, one could reconnoiter 
an area from the physical safety of his 
own chosen location. 

Two major problems presently exist in 
the implementation of this program: Only· 
certain individuals have demonstrated 
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innate skills of controlled OOBE, and 
data reliability is uncertain. These prob­
lems can be attributed to lack of obser­
vation skills of the subject as well as the 
complexity of the phenomena involved. 

The use ofpsychotronic weapons has al­
ready been mentioned. Certainly, with 
development, these weapons would be 
able to induce illness or death at little or 
no risk to the operator. Range may be a 
present problem, but this will probably be 
overcome if it has not been already. In­
ventor Robert Pavlita claims that no spe­
cial psychic ability is necessary to charge 
the generator. The psychotronic weapon 
would be silent, difficult to detect and 
would require only a human operator as a 
power source.14 

Soviet researchers studying controlled 
behavior have also examined the effects 
of electromagnetic radiation on hum"lns 
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and have applied those techniques 
against the US Embassy in Moscow. Re­
searchers suggest that certain extremely­
low-frequency (ELF) emissions possess 
psychoactive characteristics.1s These 
transmissions can be used to induce de­
pression or irritability in a target popu­
lation. The application oflarge-scale ELF 
behavior modification could have hor• 
rendous impact. 

The use of telepathic hypnosis also 
holds great potential. This capability 
could allow agents to be deeply planted 
with no conscious knowledge of their pro­
graming. In movie terms, the Man­
churian candidate lives and does not even 
require a phone call. 

Other mind-to-mind thought induction 
techniques are also being considered. If 
perfected, this capabiltiy could allow the 
direct transference of thought via telepa­
thy from one mind, or group of minds, to a 
selected target audience. The unique fac­
tor is that the recipient will not be aware 
that thoughts have been implanted from 
an external source. He or she will believe 
the thoughts are originaJ.16 

Conclusions 

The impact that psychotronic weap­
onry and other paranormal applications 
will have in the future is difficult to deter­
mine at this time. It has been suggested 
that whoever makes the first major 
breakthrough in this field will have a 
quantum lead over his opponent, an ad­
vantage similar to sole possession of nu­
clear weapons. Clearly, advances in any 
of the aforementioned areas will add new 
dimensions to the battlefield. 

The Soviets and their allies have been 
working in this field for many years. 
Their conviction that this area has mil-
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itary application is evident. They con­
tinue to fund this program and operate 
research centers such as those at No­
vosibirsk. Ifthere were no perceived mil­
itary advantages, it is doubtful they 
would provide financial and scientific 
backing. 

Another indicator is the degree of 
secrecy that was invoked by the Soviet 
government on parapsychological re­
search. The arrest in 1977 of American 
correspondent Robert Toth on charges 
that he had received secret parapsy-

chological data from a Soviet scientist is 
indicative of the sensitivity in that area.17 
There is sufficient concern about psychic 
intrusion to cause work to begin on coun­
termeasures such as· bioenergy detectors. 

Available evidence supports the thesis 
that paranormal phenomena do occur 
and, under some circumstances, can be 
controlled. The military potential for such 
controlled resources has already been ex­
amined. Clearly, psychotronic weapons 
already exist; only their capabilities are 
in doubt. That i~ not to say that problems 
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do not exist with the weapons and the 
concepts. At the present time, unpredict­
able systems failure and difficulty in con­
trolling testing are major weaknesses. 

The information presented here will be 
considered by some to be ridiculous since 
it does not conform to their view of real­
ity, but some people still believe the world 
is flat. Other readers may view this as a 
conservative approach because such con-

troversial areas as hyperspatial trans­
mitters or Tesla wave generators have 
not been addressed. 

The intent here is to emphasize the 
need for more coordinated research in 
the realm of the paranormal. Additionally, 
there is a need to provide leaders at all 
levels with a basic understanding of weap- -
ons systems they may encounter in the not 
too distant future. 
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