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•  From a U.S. military perspective, what are the greatest near-term external threats to the United States? Why, and how?

•  What are the greatest long-term threats (looking out twenty-five years)?

•  Many observers assert that Russia, China, and Iran already see themselves at war with the United States. Is there 
evidence that these and other actors are conducting actual “war” against the United States, and what are the 
probabilities of their success?

•  What confederated blocs of nation-states are now aligned against the United States, and how do they cooperate with 
each other? What types of treaties or agreements do they have that outline relationships they share to reinforce each 
other?

•  Which U.S. adversaries best synchronize their DIME (diplomacy, information, military, and economic) elements of 
power to achieve their strategic goals? Contrast and compare employment of DIME by China, Russia, Iran, and the 
United States. How should the United States defend itself against foreign DIME?

•  Do China, Russia, and Iran have “Achilles’ heels”? What is their center of gravity? If they have one, how can it best be 
attacked/exploited?

•  What do China, Russia, and Iran view as the United States’ “Achilles’ heel” or center of gravity? How specifically are 
they attacking it?

•  What is the role now of the U.S. Armed Forces in Africa? Far East? Middle East?

•  What does the future hold for nanoweapons? Electromagnetic warfare? Artificial intelligence? Information warfare? 
How is the Army planning to mitigate effects?

•  What is diversity? How does one reconcile the concept of diversity with the concept of unity?

Sgt. Nestor Muma (right) points out the target for Spc. Jude Effah, both infan-
trymen with 1st Battalion, 175th Infantry Regiment, Maryland National Guard, 
during squad attack lanes in Ben Ghilouf, Tunisia, during African Lion 2024 on 
6 May 2024. (Photo by Pfc. William D. Kennedy III, U.S. Army)
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