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About the Cover: A composite picture overlays an 
array of images depicting emerging world crises onto an 
original photo of the National Guard Command Center 
in Arlington, Virginia, where guardsmen monitor Hurri-
cane Irene, 26 August 2011.  
(Composition by Michael Hogg, Original photo by Staff Sgt. Jim Greenhill, US Army National Guard)
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An aerial view of the Ebola treatment unit (ETU) in Zorzor, Liberia, 10 January 2015. The facility was among the final two of ten ETUs 
completed in the West African nation by U.S. and international agencies engaged in Operation United Assistance. 

(Photo courtesy of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers)

5MILITARY REVIEW  January-February 2016

Contents January-February 2016
Volume 96 ◆ Number 1

	 53	 Criminal Networks in 
Venezuela 
Their Impact on Hemispheric 
Security
Prof. Leopoldo E. Colmenares G.
A noted Venezuelan educator and 
author demonstrates how the Chavista 
political process allowed the formation of 
a partnership between the Venezuelan 
government and illicit transnational 
organizations.

	 68	 The Army, Engagement, 
and America’s Pacific 
Century
Lt. Col. Daniel Gibson, U.S. Army
Capt. Jon Cheatwood, U.S. Army
The authors argue that security force 
assistance activities are critical in shaping 
the security environment in the Indo-Asia 
Pacific and for achieving U.S. strategic 
objectives in the region.

	 77	 The Rise of Leftist 
Populism—A Challenge 
to Democracy?
Maj. Jonathan Bissell, U.S. Army
The number of democracies that have 
turned to the “left” has increased 
significantly throughout Latin America. 
However, the author does not consider this 
trend a serious challenge to Latin American 
democracy and offers possible strategies 
for U.S. foreign policy regarding the region.

	 88	 Action Research
A Systematic Approach to 
the Social Component of the 
Human Dimension
William Hardy
Joseph Rodman
Two social science research analysts for 
the U.S. Army’s Human Dimension Task 
Force discuss the importance of U.S. soldiers 
developing personal relationships with 
their multinational partners and members 
of the local communities, deeming those 
relationships critical to mission success.

	 96	 Winning the Fight on Sexual 
Assault in our Army
Starting in Basic Combat Training
Col. Bryan Hernandez, U.S. Army
The author believes winning the battle 
against sexual assault begins at the point 
of entry into the Army, initial entry training. 
He offers personal lessons learned from his 
experience as the commander of a basic 
combat training brigade.

	102	 Lessons from Yusufiyah
From Black Hearts to Moral 
Education
Maj. Saythala Lay Phonexayphova, 
U.S. Army
The Army is attempting to learn from the 
2006 massacre at Yusufiyah so that similar 
tragedies can be prevented. A West Point 
philosophy instructor offers key lessons 
about how the Army can teach its soldiers 
the moral obligations they have to other 
human beings, and the choices for which 
soldiers must be accountable.



6 January-February 2016  MILITARY REVIEW

THE PROFESSIONAL JOURNAL OF THE U.S. ARMY

January-February 2016, Vol. 96, No. 1
Professional Bulletin 100-16-01/02
Authentication no.1532012 

Commander, USACAC; Commandant, CGSC: Lt. Gen. Robert B. Brown
Provost, Army University, CGSC: Brig. Gen. John Kem
Director and Editor in Chief: Col. Anna R. Friederich-Maggard
Administrative Assistant: Linda Darnell
Managing Director: William M. Darley, Col., USA (Ret.)
Operations Officer: Maj. Steven Miller
Writing and Editing: Jeffrey Buczkowski, Lt. Col., USA (Ret.);  
Desirae Gieseman; Lt. Col. James Lowe; Beth Warrington
Graphic Design: Michael Hogg
Webmaster: Michael Serravo
Editorial Board Members: Command Sgt. Maj. Micheal Clowser—Army Uni-
versity; Clinton J. Ancker III—Director, Combined Arms Doctrine Director-
ate; Robert Baumann—Director, CGSC Graduate Program; Lester W. Grau—
Foreign Military Studies Office; John Pennington—Chief, Media Division, 
Center for Army Lessons Learned; Col. Christopher Croft—Director, Center 
for Army Leadership; Thomas Jordan—Deputy Director, MCCoE; Mike 
Johnson—Combined Arms Center-Training; Col. John Vermeesch—Deputy 
Director, Center for the Army Profession and Ethic; Col. Hank Arnold—Di-
rector, School of Advanced Military Studies
Consulting Editors: Col. Luiz Henrique Pedroza Mendes—Brazilian Army, 
Brazilian Edition; Lt. Col. Jorge León Gould—Chilean Army, Hispano-Amer-
ican Edition

Submit manuscripts and queries by email to usarmy.leavenworth.tradoc.mbx.
military-review-public-em@mail.mil; or by mail to Military Review, CAC, 290 
Stimson Avenue, Unit 1, Fort Leavenworth, KS 66027-1254.

Military Review presents professional information, but the views expressed 
herein are those of the authors, not the Department of Defense or its 
elements. The content does not necessarily reflect the official U.S. Army 
position and does not change or supersede any information in other official 
U.S. Army publications. Authors are responsible for the accuracy and source 
documentation of material they provide. Military Review reserves the right 
to edit material. Basis of official distribution is one per ten officers for major 
commands, corps, divisions, major staff agencies, garrison commands, Army 
schools, Reserve commands, and Cadet Command organizations; one per 
25 officers for medical commands, hospitals, and units; and one per five 
officers for Active and Reserve brigades and battalions, based on assigned 
field grade officer strength. Military Review is available online at http://mili-
taryreview.army.mil.

Military Review (US ISSN 0026-4148) (USPS 123-830) is published 
bimonthly by the U.S. Army, CAC, Fort Leavenworth, KS 66027-1293. Paid 
subscriptions are available through the Superintendent of Documents for 
$42 US/APO/FPO and $58.80 foreign addresses per year. Please call GPO 
sales at 1-866-512-1800. Periodical postage paid at Leavenworth, KS, and 
additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Military Review, CAC, 290 Stimson 
Avenue, Unit 1, Fort Leavenworth, KS 66027-1254.

The Secretary of the Army has determined that the publication of this 
periodical is necessary in the transaction of the public business as required 
by law of the department. Funds for printing this publication were approved 
by the Secretary of the Army in accordance with the provisions of Army 
Regulation 25-30.

Mark A. Milley—General, United States Army Chief of Staff

Official: 

Gerald B. O’Keefe—Administrative Assistant to the Secretary of the Army

	108	 Military Operations in 
Megacities
A Linguistic Perspective
Jeff R. Watson, PhD
The author discusses the dynamic linguistic 
characteristics of megacities and how an 
appreciation of this linguistic landscape 
can help military leaders plan future 
military operations and better understand 
the megacity environment.

Review Essay

	115	 Base Nation and America 
Invades
John E. Fahey
The reviewer critiques two books that he 
believes catalog the tremendous influence 
the U.S. military has had across the world.

Special Book Review

	119	 Mein Kampf
George Orwell
A reprint of British author George 
Orwell’s 1940 review of Adolf Hitler’s 
Mein Kampf.

Book Reviews

	121	 Readers provide analyses of 
contemporary readings for the military 
professional.



A soldier of 1st Battalion, 4th Infantry Regiment, scans the area for opposing forces while conducting defensive operations training 
31 October 2015 during exercise Combined Resolve V at the U.S. Army’s Joint Multinational Readiness Center in Hohenfels, 
Germany. Exercise Combined Resolve V was designed to exercise the U.S. Army’s regionally aligned force to the U.S. European 
Command area of responsibility with multinational training at all echelons. The exercise trained U.S. participants and their NATO 
allies to function together in a joint, multinational environment. 

(Photo by Spc. John Cress Jr., U.S. Army Europe PAO)
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