The intent of this year's DePuy competition is to highlight
from a “boots on the ground” perspective what specifically
the U.S. Army should learn from its twenty-year experience
in Afghanistan. Possible topics might include the following:
What faulty assumptions did leaders at all levels make that
should be avoided in the future? What lessons should future

senior military leaders learn from Afghanistan? How did
the perception of success affect operational planning and
assessments of progress? To what degree was Afghanistan a
failure of mission-command or counterinsurgency doctrine?
Any other salient topics that might be gleaned from an
individual's experience and point of view.

Cautionary note: Over the course of the next several years, the topic of U.S. military involvement in Afghanistan will likely be intensely examined,

debated, and heatedly argued; primarily at the strategic level and among a host of entities both in and out of the military. In contrast, while Military

Review (MR) will consider all submissions received, the DePuy contest has historically been a venue that places a premium on careful, impartial,

and scholarly work in the practical pursuit of applicable lessons learned. MR has selected the 2022 topic specifically to take advantage of the

wealth of relatively recent experience still resident in the active-duty or just-retired force for the purposes of practical learning. Consequently,

the judges will be advised that preference will be given to articles where authors primarily discuss issues that outline lessons learned salient to the

operational and tactical levels of conflict. Authors are advised to avoid attempting to use the contest as a forum for partisan/political-oriented

assignment of credit and liability for the outcome of the Afghanistan Campaign.

Articles will be comparatively judged by a panel of senior Army
leaders on how well authors have clearly identified issues requir-
ing solutions relevant to the Army in general and/or to a signifi-
cant portion of the Army; how effectively detailed and feasible
solutions to the problems identified are presented; and, the
level of expository skill the author demonstrates in developing a
well-organized article using professional standards of grammar,
usage, critical thinking, original insights, and evidence of thor-

ough research in the sources provided.

Special operations service members conduct combat operations
8 May 2019 in support of Operation Resolute Supportin Southeast
Afghanistan. (Photo by Sgt. Jaerett Engeseth, US. Army)



