
I have placed a memorandum at the disposal of the 

British Government, a memorandum representing the 

last and the final proposal on the part of Germany. This 

memorandum demands nothing other than the imple-

mentation of what Herr Beneš [president of Czechoslova-

kia] already promised. The contents of this memorandum 

are quite simple: any territory which is German according 

to its populace and which wants to come to Germany 

belongs to Germany. And we shall not wait until after 

Herr Beneš has had a chance to drive one or two million 

Germans from it; it shall come to Germany now and 

immediately! The border I have redrawn does justice 

to the realities of the decade-old distribution of ethnic 

and linguistic groups in Czechoslovakia. Yet, I am a man 

more just than Herr Beneš, and I do not wish to abuse the 

power at present in our hands. That is why, from the very 

beginning, I made it clear that a territory will come under 

the sovereignty of the Reich only if the majority of its 

inhabitants are German.

—Adolf Hitler, 26 September 1938

While protecting China’s sovereignty, security, and devel-

opment interests, we will ensure social stability in Hong 

Kong and Macao, and maintain lasting prosperity and 

stability in the two special administrative regions. Resolv-

ing the Taiwan question and realizing China’s complete 

reunification is a historic mission and an unshakable 

commitment of the Communist Party of China. It is also 

a shared aspiration of all the sons and daughters of the 

Chinese nation. We will uphold the one-China principle 

and the 1992 Consensus, and advance peaceful national 

reunification. All of us, compatriots on both sides of the 

Taiwan Strait, must come together and move forward in 

unison. We must take resolute action to utterly defeat 

any attempt toward “Taiwan independence,” and work to-

gether to create a bright future for national rejuvenation. 

No one should underestimate the resolve, the will, and 

the ability of the Chinese people to defend their national 

sovereignty and territorial integrity.

—Xi Jinping, 1 October 2019
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