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Based upon the author's experi­
ences during the Malayan emergency 
(1948-60), and as head of the British 
Advisory Mission to Vietnam (1961-
65), this book sets forth his views 
on what should be done to cope with 
insurgency and how the guerrilla can 
be beaten. 

Emphasis is placed upon the admin­
istrative tactics involved in establish­
ing a politically and economically sta­
ble nation out of a multitude of rural 
agricultural communities. 

Militarily, he likens counterinsur­
gency to: 

. . . trying to deal with a tomcat 
in an all'ey. It is no good inserting a 
large, fierce dog. The dog may not 
find the tomcat; if he does, the tom­
cat will escape up a tree; the dog 
will then chase the female cats in the 
alley. The answer is to put in a fiercer 
tomcat. 

This book is recommended for the 
military professional. 
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