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Best Warrior Competition Closes
First Phase

By Pablo Villa
NCO Journal

he U.S. Army’s Best Warrior Competition shifted

gears on Day 4. The competition, which pits

Soldiers and Noncommissioned Officers in
competition for the coveted title of the Best of the Best
in the Army, moved to a night-time setting for events
Wednesday, the last day of the first phase of competition
at Fort A.P. Hill, Virginia. The competition is a grueling,
weeklong event that tests the skills, knowledge, and pro-
fessionalism of 26 warriors representing 13 commands.
On Wednesday, competitors completed a memorization
test before taking part in a 12-mile ruck march through
the crisp Virginia night.

The terrain of Fort A.P. Hill was expected to present

a tougher challenge for Soldiers than the competition’s
previous home at Fort Lee, Virginia. The change of venue
was meant to allow for a more difficult terrain, which
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better emulates battlefield environments, according to
Sgt. Maj. of the Army Daniel A. Dailey.

Soldiers who advance past the first phase of compe-
tition will be transported today to Washington, D.C., to
take part in the second phase. The finalists will be taken
on a staff ride through the Washington, D.C., metropol-
itan area to experience the memorable and sometimes
painful Civil War history preserved in Virginia, Mary-
land and the District of Columbia.

“It’s the whole Soldier concept,” Dailey told the Army
News Service in June. “We want to make sure everyone is
well-rounded” B

o  Warriors: See photos, read about all of the Best

Warrior competitors
o Day 1: Competition begins with essay, weapons

range.
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o Day 2: Competitors face new challenges from o Day 3: Competition keeps Soldiers guessing and
SMA. moving.
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Disclaimer: The views expressed in this article are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the
opinions of the NCO Journal, the U.S. Army, or the Department of Defense.
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