204th Military Intelligence Battalion welcomes new NCOs
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Three NCOs acting on behalf of NCOs of the past, present and future light three candles. The red candle represents valor, the white honor and integrity, and the blue vigilance. (Photo by Meghan
Portillo / NCO Journal)

Surrounded by exhibits depicting the greatness of the NCO Corps through the ages, nine new leaders were welcomed into the 204th Military
Intelligence Battalion in an NCO induction ceremony Sept. 8 at the NCO Heritage and Education Center at Fort Bliss, Texas.

"These Soldiers have shown they are no longer 'worker bees.' They have set themselves apart as professionals," said Command Sgt. Maj. Ken
Bean, command sergeant major of the 204th Military Intelligence Battalion, 470th Military Intelligence Brigade. "I'm very proud of the NCOs in our
NCO Corps and where they are today. | see them stepping up in a time of turmoil to train and take care of our nation."

The inductees were addressed by guest speaker Sgt. Maj. Richard Tucker, who until his recent retirement was the director for the Battle Staff Noncommissioned Officer Course at the United
States Army Sergeants Major Academy. (Photo by Meghan Portillo / NCO Journal)

At the start of the ceremony, the inductees were addressed by guest speaker Sgt. Maj. Richard Tucker, who until his recent retirement was the
director for the Battle Staff Noncommissioned Officer Course at the United States Army Sergeants Major Academy. He encouraged them to
prioritize their education and to take their roles as Army leaders seriously.

"People like me, I'm a dinosaur," Tucker said. "It's almost time for me to go. As a matter of fact, | walk the stage tomorrow for my retirement



ceremony. And right now, | go to sleep every night nice and peacetul, because | know the greatest men and women of this country are protecting
me. It's you guys. You staff sergeants, sergeants first class: You are the future."

Following Tucker's address, the audience joined the inductees in reciting the NCO Creed. Then, three NCOs representing the NCOs of the past,

present and future lit three candles displayed behind wooden "N," "C" and “O” letters. A red candle represented valor, a white candle honor and
integrity, and a blue candle vigilance.

Nine new NCOs were inducted into the 204th Military Intelligence Battalion during a ceremony Sept. 8 at the NCO Heritage and Education Center at Fort Bliss, Texas. (Photo by Meghan
Portillo / NCO Journal)

As their names were called, the young men and women each walked under a wooden archway signifying their transition from junior enlisted to
NCO and then signed their name alongside their command sergeant major's on their certificate - the "Charge to the Newly Promoted
Noncommissioned Officer." To end the ceremony, the group proudly sang the Army song.

Sgt. Luis Peluyera Rivera, one of the nine inducted during the ceremony, said he is proud of his and his comrades' accomplishments.

"| feel like I've made it. We are the backbone of the Army, and it is great to finally be a part of it," he said.

Sgt. Davonte Winn walks under an archway, signifying his transition from junior enlisted Soldier to NCO. (Photo by Meghan Portillo / NCO Journal)

The charge to the newly promoted noncommissioned officer, signed by both the NCO and the command sergeant major, states, “I will discharge carefully and diligently the duties of the grade
to which | have been promoted and uphold the traditions and standards of the Army. | understand that Soldiers of lesser rank are required to obey my lawful orders. Accordingly, | accept
responsibility for their actions. As a noncommissioned officer, | accept the charge to observe and follow the orders and directions given by supervisors acting according to the laws, articles
and rules governing the discipline of the Army, | will correct conditions detrimental to the readiness thereof. In so doing, | will fulfill my greatest obligation as a leader and thereby confirm my
status as a noncommissioned officer.” (Photo by Meghan Portillo / NCO Journal)



